
LIBERTON AND DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
COMMENTS ON CITY OF EDINBURGH COUNCIL PLANNING APPLICATION NO. 19/03525/FUL 
TO CONSTRUCT A STEEL FRAMED SHED TO PROVIDE INDOOR EQUESTRIAN FACILITY  
SEVEN ACRE PARK PLAY AREA STANEDYKEHEAD EDINBURGH 
 
BACKGROUND 
Liberton & District Community Council (L&DCC) were first made aware of the desire of the applicants 
to develop the site when they contacted a member of the Community Council asking that L&DCC 
support their proposed development. The member advised that the proposal had been described to 
them as a “pavilion” type structure to provide some indoor space in times of inclement weather. 
This was considered by L&DCC and, given its consistent opposition to development in the Green Belt 
over many years, the decision was not to support the principle of the proposals in the absence of a 
detailed submission. 
Subsequent to this L&DCC was made aware of the exchange of correspondence between the 
applicants and an officer of City of Edinburgh Council (CEC) as part of a pre-application consultation. 
The correspondence indicated that the officer was concerned about the scale and design of the 
structure proposed and that the proposal would require to be supported by specified 
documentation. 
L&DCC became aware that an application had been submitted from a statutory notice in a local 
newspaper and the application was subsequently included in the CEC Weekly List of Planning 
Applications 
The planning application was examined via CEC Planning Portal and the only details shown were that 
of the proposed building.  L&DCC contacted CEC and advised that it considered the information to 
be inadequate and, shortly thereafter, additional information was placed in the public domain. This 
information (at the time of preparing these comments) is deficient. The planning application form 
was added on 27th August but is not accompanied by a map showing the extent of the applicant’s 
interest in the land (“the blue line”) and the boundary of the application (“the red line”). 
In addition there is no information about proposed hours of operation, extent of vehicular activity to 
and from the site (from Frogston Road, Liberton Drive and Alnwickhill Road), parking, provision of 
services to the site (eg water, electricity and foul and surface water disposal), disposal of animal 
waste, arrangements for road cleaning should that be necessary, road repairs should they be 
necessary, security measures (eg exterior lighting including daily duration of lighting), predicted 
noise emissions, details of the external finish of the building. Also it is considered that the landscape 
assessment is woefully inadequate and only looks at the site from one angle (Seven Acre Park) when 
it can be viewed from many more viewpoints.  
Given the lack of information L&DCC has requested that the deadline for submission of comments as 
4th September 2019 is not realistic and the deadline should be extended to allow for the provision of 
the “missing” information and for that to be given due consideration. At the time of writing these 
comments the deadline remains at 4th September. 
 
PUBLIC RESPONSE 
L&DCC are obviously aware of the applicant’s support for the proposal and some members of L&DCC 
are sympathetic towards the proposal. L&DCC is aware of the opposition of The Friends of Seven 
Acre Park. The park is adjacent to the proposal. L&DCC is also aware of concerns of one resident of 
Stanedykehead, which is a private road, who is concerned about the possible impact of the traffic 
the development could generate on that private road. L&DCC is aware that the Liberton Association 
intends to object to the proposal. 
 
EVALUATION 
The site is located off Stanedykehead which is a private road and footpath. This is accessed off 
Alnwickhill Road and access could also be taken via a side road from Liberton Drive and via 
Mortonhall Estate from Frogston Road East.  
 
 



In order to support the proposal L&DCC considers that City of Edinburgh Council would have to be 
satisfied that the proposal justifies the setting aside of a significant number of City of Edinburgh 
Local Development Plan (CECLDP) Policies which are discussed below. 
 
The proposal is located in the Edinburgh Green Belt and any development must be considered 
against CECLDP Policy ENV 10. The site is also located in a Special Landscape Area and proposals 
must be evaluated against CECLDP Policy ENV 11.  
 
The site is also the subject of the General plan-wide wide CECLDP policies (DEL 1, DES 1 – 13, ENV 2 – 
4, ENV 7 – 9, ENV 12, ENV 16, ENV 18 -22, HOU 1, HOU 9 – 10, RET 8, RET 10 – 12 TRA 1 – 4, TRA 8 – 
9, TRA 11, RS 1, RS 4, RS 6 – 7.)  
 
L&DCC considers that the proposal is not consistent with Policy ENV 10 (a) as the proposal does not 
meet the requirements for allowing development in the Green Belt. The proposal is not for 
agriculture, woodland and forestry, horticulture and, as it will be inside a building, it cannot be 
considered to be a form of countryside recreation. The proposed building does not need a 
countryside location as the building could be sited in an industrial or leisure use area.   
 
L&DCC considers the proposed building, which is of an industrial scale in an essentially rural Green 
Belt and Special Landscape Area, would have a significant adverse impact on that area. 
 
With regards to the General plan-wide policies those which appear to be of particular significance to 
the current proposal are DES1 which seeks a high standard of design, DES4 which requires the need 
to demonstrate a positive impact on its surroundings, DES6 which itemises the sustainable issues to 
be addressed, DES7 (especially d and e) which deal with layout design issues and ENV 22 which deals 
with Pollution and Air, Water, and Soil Quality. L&DCC considers the proposal does not meet the 
criteria required for approval of this application. 
 
CONCLUSIONS 
 
L&DCC is aware of the level of opposition to the proposal. 
 
L&DCC expects City of Edinburgh Council will obtain additional information currently not in the 
public domain prior to determining the application. However, given this is not available prior to the 
deadline, L&DCC cannot draw any conclusions but anticipates none of this additional information 
will give a valid reason for supporting the application. 
 
L&DCC has considered the proposal on the basis of what is available to it. It considers the 
development does not justify a Green Belt location, nor does it consider the scale of the building 
proposed is in keeping with a rural location. For these principal reasons L&DCC is of the opinion that 
the proposal does not justify setting aside the policies relating to development in the Green Belt, in 
Special Landscape and a large number of CECLDP plan-wide policies. 
 
L&DCC therefore advises that it is opposed to the proposal and considers that Planning Application 
should be refused planning permission. 
 
 
 
SUBMITTED BY Jim Henry on BEHALF OF LIBERTON & DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 
Dated 1.9.2019 
 
 


