
LIBERTON & DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

THOUGHTS ON SITUATION ARISING FROM THE SCOTTISH GOVERNMENTS REFUSAL TO APPROVE THE 

REPLACEMENT STRATEGIC DEVELOPMENT PLAN (SESPlan2) 

Liberton & District Community Council is: 

• aware that the Scottish Government has refused to approve SESPlan2 because of concerns 

the Plan has not been informed by adequate and timely Transport Appraisal and its failure to 

take sufficient account of the relationship between land use and transport. 

 

• concerned that this action by the Scottish Government will result in delays a) to the approval 

of figures for establishment of the need for housing; and b) the production of a replacement 

Local Development Plan for the City of Edinburgh; 

 

• concerned that, in the absence of development plan guidance the house building sector will 

seek to secure permissions for new sites on an “ad hoc” basis relying on the “planning by 

appeal” approach where determinations will be issued without full consideration of all the 

range of material factors  i.e. determined solely on a basis of the state of the five year land 

supply situation.  

 

• pleased to note that City Plan 2030 will proceed on the basis of the existing approved 

SESPlan until such times a new version of SESPlan2 is Approved 

 

Liberton & District Community Council is of the opinion that, given the reasons for refusal to approve 

SESPlan2, that the adoption of an ad hoc planning by appeal process is likely to result in 

developments which will generate a significant volume of new traffic which could have serious 

adverse impacts on the local and arterial road network such that it prejudices a transport strategy 

which would be acceptable to the Scottish Government.   

 

Liberton & District Community Council therefore calls upon he the City of Edinburgh Council to adopt 

a stance that all new proposals for housing development additional to that identified in the Adopted 

City of Edinburgh Local Development Plan are considered to be premature pending the approval of a 

new City of Edinburgh Region Strategic Development Plan and the Adoption of the replacement 

Local Development Plan compliant with the Strategic Development Plan. 

 

Liberton & District Community Council is aware that developers will seek to indicate that their 

proposals would be acceptable when considered against the existing transport network. However, in 

the absence of an approved Transport Strategy for the future it is impossible to assess their 

proposals against an as yet unprepared Transport Strategy. 
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