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The following are the comments of Liberton and District Community Council. 
The have been drawn up and agreed by the Community Council Planning Sub Group 
 

Re Principles (Page 7) sections headed Distinctive, Safe and Pleasant, Adaptable, Easy to Move 

Around 

 
One of the main purposes of designating areas of land as Green Belt was and still is to prevent 

coalescence of settlements. Areas of Green Belt such as Edmonstone served this purpose yet have 

been released, on appeal, for development effectively allowing Edinburgh to coalesce with 

Danderhall in Midlothian. Separation by the width of road must be viewed as coalescence.  For a 

considerable distance the boundary between Edinburgh and Midlothian is formed by the City Bypass 

(A720) and expansion of Edinburgh and Midlothian towards the A720 must be viewed as 

coalescence. The forward planning of development in the City Bypass should specifically seek to 

prevent development to the edge of the City Bypass along its whole length.  

The City Bypass provides a green corridor for wildlife as witnessed by the number of raptors which 

can be seen hunting along both sides of this road.  The use of land adjacent to and along the length 

of the City Bypass for public open space, SUDS ponds, recreational uses (including paths and 

cycleways together with provision for off road motorised / electric powered vehicles) and open air 

sports stadia facilities could be provide useful green works which meet the requirements set out in 

all the sub sections of the Principles. The edge of the City Bypass could form a spinal east – west 

route along much of its length from Sheriffhall to Fairmilhead on the inner edge and, perhaps to the 

Water of Leith on its outer edge. Any planned permanent development needed to be met in the 

area along the City Bypass could be set back from the road yet close to open space and green 

networks.  

Whilst L&DCC only has a small section of the City Bypass within its area, it recognises, that to be 

effective, the City Bypass corridor needs to be planned in its entirety now as it is impossible to retro 

fit any green networks if land development is permitted adjacent to the City Bypass during the next 

round of Local Development Plans. 

Policy 6.8 (Page 14) should be amended to include reference to an inner and outer City Bypass Green 

Corridors which offers much greater scope than purely the provision of structural tree planting and 

other items listed at bullet point 4th.  

L&DCC desires that the Braid Hills area from Blackford Glen to Mortonhall and from the edge of 

Liberton to the Braids is maintained as open space as part of the Green Belt and part of the city’s 

“green lungs”. L&DCC wishes the document to confirm that the non-inclusion of the area (which 

could be described as the Greater Braid Hills Area ) as a strategic green corridor (linking east and 

west ends of the Braids) means it is not being considered as an area for potential future 

development. L&DCC would also like the document to acknowledge that the subdivision of areas, by 

way of the designation of Green Corridors, does not imply that the areas in between the corridors 

have effectively been prepared for future development. That said, L&DCC does consider that 

support (funding) for enhancement works in the Green Belt areas should not necessarily be 



restricted to green networks. The aforementioned Greater Braid Hills Area “green lung” could 

benefit from enhancements to provide greater pedestrian and cycle access. 

Finally, L&DCC would  also like a statement / drawing included in the document describing / showing 

the boundary of the Strategic Development Areas. This request is made as the area 10b in Appendix 

1 falls some way short of that described in SESPlan1 and that currently shown in Draft SESPlan2. 

APPENDIX 1 

The maps which accompany the assessments in Appendix 1 give a very false picture of the existing / 

ongoing / planned development each of the areas. This is especially relevant for area 10b where 

massive areas are being developed and about to be developed. The development about to take 

place constricts the areas which could be used as green networks suggesting that they are now an 

afterthought rather part of the forward planning where green networks could be designated to best 

provide for the future of an area. 

The detailed forward planning of an area including the green networks should be undertaken as 

early as possible and not be formed by the bits that are leftover after developers have chosen the 

“plum” greenfield development areas. 

SUBMITTED ON BEHALF OF LIBERTON & DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL  

BY  Jim Henry  Chair Planning Sub Committee 

9.4.2019 


