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Walkabout : Report by chairman for LDCC meeting 26 Nov 2018 
 
Below is the  
A Original 'Schedule' agreed by myself, Graeme Forbes (Sec.) and Amy Richards (Vice Chair) 
B Response from Alan Dunlop to transport related items, sent prior to Walkabout as unable to 
 attend.  
C Feedback from Alan Stewart who accompanied us on Walkabout  
 
The Walkabout took place between 4.00pm and 6.30 pm and was attended by Alan Stewart for CEC, 
Bill Krol, Steven Hendry, Graeme Forbes, Councillor Lezley Marion Cameron and, for item 11 a 
resident of Mossgiel Walk. 
 
Bill Krol (Chair) 
 
A Walkabout 29 October 2018 : Schedule and notes 

1 start : Entrance to St. Katherine's Park by Liberton Gardens 
 

2. Issue : Liberton Gardens St Katherine's Brae junction : traffic north / city bound on Liberton 
Gardens  turning right into St Katherine's Brae and traffic from St Katherine's Brae turning 
right into Liberton Gardens ( raised by LDCC member) 
 

3. Walk through St Katherine's Park to exit/entrance on Burnhead Crescent /Grove  
Issue : rubbish - emptying of litter bins 
 

4. NB - this item may be covered  by Bill Krol, Steven Hendry (LDCC)  and Alan Stewart (CEC) 
prior to 4.30 start. 
Gracemount Mansion : approach via Burnhead Grove / Garvald Court  
Issue  : reinstatement of Mansion for community use (note - this will be discussed in detail at 
a meeting with SE Locality personnel on 6 Nov 2018 so purpose here is to provide members 
with a sight of the mansion and give a brief summary of the situation) (raised by LDCC 
member)  
 

5. Retrace to Liberton Gardens  to walk towards Longformacus Road 
Issue : parking at junctions of Little Road and Longformacus Road with Liberton Gardens - 
parking too close to junctions causing poor visibility for users entering and exiting the 
junctions  (raised by several LDCC members) 
 

6. Walk Longformacus Road (or Little Road) to Lasswade Road and then north / city bound 
along Lasswade Road 
Issue 1 : parking at junctions as for 5 above 
Issue 2 : speed of traffic on Lasswade Road - request for monitoring of traffic speeds (raised 
by a number of LDCC members and a resident 
 

7.  Lasswade Road / Kirkbrae  junction 
Issue : Narrow pavements and condition of pavements at junction (Lasswade Road / Kirkgate 
/Kirkbrae /Mount Vernon Road) (Raised by resident) 
 
 
 

8. Kirkgate to Liberton Brae / Liberton Gardens junction 
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9.  Liberton Brae to foot 
Issue 1 :  potential  housing developments adjacent to Liberton Brae (Liberton Tower Mains  
                area ?) 
Issue 2 :   density of traffic on Liberton Brae - possibly resulting from increasing housing 
                 development along arterial route within and outwith city boundary 
Issue 3 :  Orchardhead Road junction and entrance to Liberton Tower Mains 
                traffic density makes following difficult / hazardous 

• vehicles entering and exiting (in particular lane to Liberton Tower Mains too  
narrow  for vehicles to easily pass ) 

• crossing road to access    a) Montessori  Art School  
      b) bus stop 
 
(request for a pedestrian crossing / and or island  by a parent of pupils and by LDCC member) 
Note : Head teacher  of school had reported to parent that a crossing under consideration by 
CEC - LDCC  request for confirmation / comment from CEC) 
 

10 . Liberton Brae / Liberton Road junction 
 
Issue 1 : Overall traffic  density especially at rush hour impacting on cycle and pedestrian use 
requiring   

• pedestrian crossing phases for Mayfield Road and Kirkbrae - currently only in place 
for Liberton Brae and Liberton Road 

• control / guidance for cyclists using junction  

• restrictions on parking at junction - especially in cycle lane on Liberton Brae 
immediately south of junction  and on entrance to Mayfield Road 

 

• See earlier LDCC minutes for info 
 

!ssue 2 : road surface very rutted in central part of junction - potential damage to cars and 
hazard for cyclists turning right  from Mayfield road to Liberton Brae 
 
Issue 3 : impact of proposed student housing development on Mayfield Road on traffic flow 
up Mayfield Road - drop off and delivery parking creating potential hazards 
 

11. Mossgiel Walk / Robert Burns Drive 
 
Issue : Rubbish tipped at and around communal bins and behind houses at foot of Mossgiel 
Walk facing back of Fire Station. (raised by resident) 
 

 

 

Other issues to refer to CEC but not on walkabout route 

        see next page 
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Gilmerton Road / Ellen Glen Road junction 

1. Gilmerton Road / Ellen Glen Road junction 
 
hazard presented by north / bound traffic on Gilmerton Road turning left into Ellen Glen 
Road due to parked cars and poor visibility around corner - request to extend double yellow 
lines in EG Rd to prevent parking at that spot (raised by LDCC members) 
 

2. Greenpark : sign at the entry to Greenpark re it being private grounds with residents parking 

only in conjunction with a copy of the extract from the List of Public Roads in Edinburgh. The 
List will clearly show a number of public parking spaces in this (Greenpark) public road.  
(raised by LDCC member) 

 

 
 
B e-mail response from  Alan Dunlop  to transport related items in schedule 29/10/2018 
Alan Dunlop is Senior Transport Team Leader, South East Locality and  sent response ahead of 
Walkabout  as unable to take part. 
 
Responses in bold 
 
Good afternoon Bill 
  
Unfortunately, I don’t have anyone available to attend the planned walkabout from 16:00 today. 
However, I’ve noted the concerns listed below and would be happy to offer comment on the various 
concerns. 
 
St Katherine's Park - issue litter at entrances.      Parks and Waste Services have noted this. As you’ll 
be aware, there are already bins placed at the entrance points, but the situation will be monitored 
and action taken where required. 
 
Lasswade Road - issue speed of vehicles and parking close to junctions and parking problems by the 
Margiotta store.        There are double yellow markings at the junction area, extending to the bus 
stop markings outside the store. The situation might currently be exacerbated by the number of 
vehicles associated with the building works, but this is likely to tail off as the works near 
completion. 
 
Lasswade road/ Kirkbrae Junction - issue state and narrowness of pavements plus narrowness of 
pavements continuing down Kirkbrae/Kirkgate  
 
We can look at areas of specific concern. The change of use on the corner from public house 
to flats may lessen the impact of the on-street trade waste bins, but any change to existing 
footway width would likely require narrowing the existing carriageway and the introduction of 
waiting restrictions to maintain the through flow of traffic. Again, this may have a knock-on effect 
to those wishing to load / unload at the properties near the junction. 
 
Liberton Brae - issue potential housing development       Not aware of the details of the 
development on Liberton Brae (although the application for Braefoot Terrace / Mayfield Road) but 
would be happy to discuss further. 
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Liberton Brae / Liberton Road Junction - issues cycle and pedestrian use (better lane markings and 
controlled pedestrian crossings for Kirkbrae and Mayfield Road), very rutted road surface, plus 
impact of student housing development              A junction where the problems are well known, but 
will require the input from a variety of Transport teams in terms of expertise and financial 
resource. Happy to discuss further, but not something that can easily be resolved at a Locality 
level. 
 
A general issue of concern is parking in side streets off main roads (Liberton Brae, Liberton Gardens, 
Lasswade Road) restricting entrance and exit from the streets and restricting sight lines onto the 
main - there is a feeling that side streets being used as unofficial 'park and ride'. 
There is likely a degree of commuters who do look to leave cars on the South approached to the 
city and take a bus into the city centre, and would be happy to review the existing restrictions to 
see if any extensions are required. There is already a proposal to extend the markings in and 
around the junctions at Little Road and Liberton Place, but we can look to pick up others, as 
required. 
I’m happy to discuss further and can be contacted by return or on the number below. 
  
Kind regards 
  
Alan 
 Alan Dunlop|Senior Transport Team Leader|South East Locality|Place|The City of Edinburgh 
Council|40 Captain's Road, Edinburgh, EH17 8QF|Tel (0131) 529 3719|Fax (0131) 
529 3238|alan.dunlop@edinburgh.gov.uk 
 
C e-mail feedback from Alan Stewart who accompanied us on Walkabout 13 Nov 2018 
Alan Stewart  is Housing Team Leader, Place, Housing and Regulatory Services, South East Locality 
 
Afternoon Bill – it was good to meet with yourself and the others on the 29th and helpful for me to 
see first hand the issues the Community Council wished to raise.  I have a list of the issues raised 
which I have asked the various other teams involved to comment on.   My apologies though as 
unfortunately I forgot to send this list on until I got your reminder today.  To summarise the issues 
I’ve asked for updates on are as follows (this is in addition to the information provided previously by 
Alan Dunlop, Senior Transport Team Leader): 
  
St Katharine’s Park/Gracemount area.   What litter picking is done now – what happened to 
barrows etc? 
  
Parking in side streets off main roads (Liberton Brae, Liberton Gardens, Lasswade Road). 
Generally a need to extend double yellow lines at junctions to improve sight lines for drivers, 
pedestrians and cyclists turning in and out of these junctions. 
  
LIBERTON DAMS/LIBERTON BRAE/FOOT OF KIRKBRAE/MAYFIELD ROAD JUNCTION 

•        2 x Faulty Streetlights at Liberton Dams and Liberton Brae both reported 30/10/18.  Note 
on passing this area last night it would appear these lights have now been repaired.  

•        Road surface in middle of junction at Liberton Dams/Liberton Brae/Foot of 
Kirkbrae/Mayfield Road is very uneven/rough.   

•        Problems for cyclists at this junction.  In particular those coming from Mayfield Road 
Southwards/uphill along Liberton Brae (A701).   Are there any other options that could be 
used to make cycling easier/safer at this junction? 

javascript:handleMailto('mailto:3238%7calan.dunlop@edinburgh.gov.uk');return%20false;
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•        Need to extend double yellow lines on Liberton Brae (A701) well beyond junction with foot 
of Kirkbrae (outside the dentist) as cars are parking in the cycle lane creating a danger for 
cyclists who have to pull out into traffic immediately after the junction. 

•        No pedestrian crossings at either the junction between Mayfield Road and A701 or the foot 
of Kirkbrae and A701. 

A701/LIBERTON BRAE 
•        Pedestrian crossing over A701 requested at Montessori Art School/Orchardhead Road (this 

may already be in hand).   

•        Metal railings on pavement outside 42-46 Liberton Brae need to be painted – very rusty 
and paint coming off. 

•        Cars parking in cycle lanes (no yellow lines) on Liberton Brae – is there anything to stop 
this?   Could this be changed to prevent commuter parking (eg permit only between 1-2pm 
as in other areas etc). 

•        To protect cyclists and other vehicles turning out of roads requesting extension of double 
yellows on junctions between Liberton Brae and Orchardhead Road, Orchardhead Loan, 
Wolridge Road, Kirkgate, Liberton Place, Longformacus Road, Little Road, St Katharine’s Brae 

•        Also suggested a protection lane/marking for traffic turning right into St Kath Brae from 
A701 before traffic island. 

•        Cycle lane going south on Liberton Brae – cars currently parking on this route causing 
hazard to cyclists who have to pull out into traffic to get past.    Could this road have parking 
restrictions placed on it? 

LASSWADE ROAD 
•        Junction with Longformacus Road/Lasswade Road – request for double yellow lines on 

corners to prevent inconsiderate parking close to junction causing risk to pedestrians and 
other road users. 

•        Looking for improved pedestrian crossing over Lasswade Road at Liberton Hospital (there 
is a traffic island there just now). 

•        Pavement stops on West side of Lasswade Road opposite number 23.   Request for 
something to help pedestrians cross road at this point – traffic island/crossing? 

•        Parking at Margiotta on Lasswade Road.   Issue of cars parking nose in to shop meaning 
they have to reverse out over pavement and into traffic flow to get out again.  Dangerous for 
cars, pedestrians, cyclists etc.    Could layout be altered to create “with traffic” parking 
spaces, move pavement back to the shop – would also need to move the bus stop? 

MOSSGIEL WALK (issues passed to area HO) 
•        Mossgiel Walk.   Bin nest broken and dumped items at foot of Mossgiel Walk where meets 

Robert Burns Drive 

•        What looks like a previous Neighbourhood Environment Project (NEP) also at foot of 
Mossgiel Walk/Robert Burns Drive – needs tidied up. 

•        Also tree overhangs path at this point. 

•      

I hope this is useful to you.   I will let you know as soon as I have any updates.   If you need anything 
further meantime please contact me on 529 5144 or by e-mail at alan.stewart@edinburgh.gov.uk. 
  
Thanks - Alan 

 
Alan Stewart 
Housing Team Leader 
Place, Housing & Regulatory Services 
South East Locality, 40 Captain's Road, Edinburgh, EH17 8QF 
Tel:  0131 529 5144   Fax:  0131 529 5189  e-mail:  alan.stewart@edinburgh.gov.uk 
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