
LIBERTON & DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
COMMENTS ON PLANNING APPLICATION 18/03617/FUL 
DEMOLITION OF EXISTING BUILDINGS AND CONTRUCTION OF STUDENT ACCOMMODATION  
AT 222-234 MAYFIELD ROAD & 14 – 15 BRAEFOOT ROAD, EDINBURGH, EH9 
 
Introduction 
 
The Planning Sub Committee Liberton & District Community Council (LDCC) has considered this 
application. It has not received any representations about this application. 
 
LDCC is not opposed to the use of the site for the purpose proposed given that it is in close proximity 
to the University of Edinburgh at King’s Buildings and reasonably good public transport links to the 
rest of the city’s educational establishments.  
 
It opposed the previous application on the following grounds: 
 
The development is located almost at the junction of four main roads and this junction is an issue of 
concern to LDCC. LDCC considers it is neither pedestrian nor bicycle user friendly and that parked 
vehicles outside the shops on the western side of the junction also present a problem.  LDCC is 
concerned moreover that the lack of any off road provision for private vehicles / taxis etc stopping to 
drop off or pick up passengers from this development will exacerbate the problems at this already 
problematical junction.  For this reason LDCC would wish the building to be re-designed to move in 
back from the pavement edge to facilitate the provision of a lay by along the road edge. LDCC wishes 
the parking lay by to be dedicated for pick up / drop off for the new development and short term 
parking for shoppers / visitors to the aforementioned shops. 
 
LDCC notes there is no on-site parking provision and therefore considers the permission should set a 
requirement that there is provision made in any planning consent to ensure any residents do not 
own /use cars as there is not a great deal of potential for off main route parking in the vicinity of the 
application site. 
 
Comments on the current proposals: 
 
The revised proposal does not address the concerns set out above, and, the increased scale of the 
currently proposed development, including the loss of housing, makes it even more unacceptable to 
the Community Council.  The increased size of the development and its ultra-modern design is not 
sympathetic to the adjacent properties.  
 
The Community Council notes that the applicant has chosen not to set out how the waste arising 
from the development will be dealt with now. This suggests that what will be required will be 
unacceptable.  Given the lack of space at ground floor level and the lack of a sufficiently wide and 
stair free ramp linking the rear and front of the build, there is a concern this will be addressed by 
massive “dumpster” type bins (at least one for landfill and one for recycling) sited at the front of the 
building. This type of installation is likely to be visually intrusive and highly unacceptable impacting 
adversely on pavement users. Further, given the lack of provision for storage to the rear, it is 
anticipated that each resident will be responsible for depositing waste in the containers to be 
emptied for removal. The Community Council is concerned that careless use of the facility will result 
in serious littering in the area at the street frontage. 
 
The failure to address previously expressed concerns, the lack of detail of the means of disposing 
waste which gives rise to further concerns, and, the increased scale of development with it resultant 
failure to reflect the adjacent properties to the south leaves the Community Council with no option 
but to object to this application. 
 
Submission made on behalf of LDCC by 
Jim Henry 


