
 

 

 
 

LIBERTON & DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 
Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 25 June at Liberton Kirk Halls, 7:00 pm. 
 
Members present: Rosy Carmichael (Liberton Association), Graeme Forbes (Secretary), Jean 
Fowler, Sandra Hendry (FoSKaP), Steven Hendry (GCP), Jim Henry (from item 16), Derek Jardine 
(SEECAT), Bill Krol (Chair), Michael Rea (to item 5), Amy Richards (Vice-Chair, from item 4.3), 
Peter Schwarz (Associate).  
 
In attendance: Kathleen Hendry, Victoria Irvine, Kathleen Leach, Ronnie Shaw, John Strachan, G. 
Stuart.  
 
1.  WELCOME & INTRODUCTIONS 
 
The Chair welcomed all to the meeting, thanked the former Chair, Amy Richards, for her work, and 
reiterated the role of the Community Council. Introductions were conducted. The Chair asked for 
advance notice of public questions, and these were provided. 
 
2.  APOLOGIES 
 
Apologies were received from PC Craig Cairns, Councillors Lezley Cameron, Lesley McInnes, and 
Stephanie Smith, Su Millar, Ian Murray MP. 
 
3.   APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Approval of the minutes of the meeting of 28 May was proposed by Jean Fowler and seconded by 
Mike Rea.  
 
The minutes of the meeting of 26 March were APPROVED. 
 
4.  MATTERS ARISING 
 
4.1.  Newsletter 
 
The Chair requested ideas and content for the next newsletter. 
 
ACTION: Members to send ideas and content to Amy Richards. 
 
4.2.  Gracemount clean-up 
 
The Chair reported that the scheduled litter pick-up had been postponed due to rain, though the 
City of Edinburgh Council (CEC) had provided a litter pick kit. It was agreed that the litter picks 
should be continued.  
 
The information was NOTED. 
 
4.3.   Notice Boards 
 
The Chair reported that some of the LDCC notice boards had been vandalised. It was suggested 
that LDCC publicity should be concentrated on the CEC notice boards. There was some 
uncertainty about how many LDCC notice boards were active, and it was suggested that a full list 
should be provided. 
 
ACTION: The Chair to obtain a full list of LDCC notice boards from Mike Blackshaw. 
 



 

 

4.4.  Temporary Bus Stop 
 
The Chair reported that he had written to Lothian buses about temporary bus stops on Lasswade 
Road. However, the normal bus stops were back in operation within two days. 
 
The information was NOTED. 
 
4.5.   Addition of Seat to Bus Stop at Malbet Park 
 
The Chair had written to Lothian Buses but had not yet received a reply.   
 
ACTION: The Chair to repeat the request to Lothian Buses. 
 
4.6.   Other Matters Arising 
 
Due to Councillor Cameron’s apologies, updates on Liberton Brae/ Mayfield Road junction, Aircraft 
noise, Liberton High School, and Margiotta’s (bus stop and parking) will be carried over to the next 
meeting. 
 
The information was NOTED. 
 
5.  PUBLIC QUESTIONS 
 
5.1.  Friends of Seven Acre Park 
 
Ronnie Shaw announced that the Group had submitted an application to CEC, and looked forward 
to becoming the fifth nominated group on LDCC. 
 
The information was NOTED. 
 
5.2.  Liberton Park Court 
 
A resident complained that despite requests by the sheltered housing superintendent one of the 
two lampposts remained out of operation.  It was agreed that the LDCC would write to the CEC 
supporting the request for repair.  It was suggested that inclusion of the lamppost index number 
might accelerate CEC action. . 
 
ACTION: The Chair to request action from CEC. 
 
5.3.  Kirkbrae Pavements 
 
A resident complained about the state of the pavements on Kirkbrae and the preponderance of 
weeds. It was agreed to add these to the list of issues for consideration at the Community 
Walkabout with CEC officials scheduled for October. 
 
ACTION: Chair to include issue for discussion of Community Walkabout details at the next 
LDCC meeting. 
 
5.4.  Traffic on Lasswade Road 
 
A resident complained about the increase in the volume of traffic on Lasswade Road, and the 
speed of vehicles.  It was suggested that the police might be contacted to conduct speed checks 
on the road. It was agreed to add these to the list of issues for consideration at the Community 
Walkabout with CEC officials scheduled for October. 
 
ACTION: The Chair to write to the Police with concerns over the speed of vehicles on 
Lasswade Road and requesting a speed check. 



 

 

 
ACTION: Chair to include issue for discussion of Community Walkabout details at the next 
LDCC meeting. 
 
6  POLICE REPORT 
 
No report received. 
 
7.  COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS 
 
No reports received. 
 
8.  GALA DAY PLANNING 
 
Derek Jardine reported on progress: 25 groups had indicated intention to contribute to the day. The 
local Scouts would be providing a barbecue, and the Guides will provide ice cream.  Derek would 
provide some games.   
 
The Bank of Scotland would conduct a book & CD sale with proceeds going to a mental health 
charity. Donations should to be taken to the Bank on the corner of Liberton Drive and Liberton 
Gardens. 
 
There would be a PA system for announcements, and it was suggested that time be allocated to 
each of the stallholders for announcements, and for recorded music to be played during the event, 
subject to licence. 
 
Derek expressed some concerns about publicity for the event. Around 500 leaflets had been 
distributed and about 50 posters displayed. The event was highlighted in the recent newsletter and 
there would be a highly visible banner has been placed on the church car park railings facing the 
crossroads outside the Kirk Halls on the day.  It was suggested that Radio Forth might be 
contacted to make announcements on the day. It was also noted that the adjacent Bowling Club, 
and the nearby Guthrie House also had events on Saturday. 
 
Derek asked for volunteers to act as stewards on the day, reporting to the Kirk Halls at 9.00 am.  
 
Derek and Steven were thanked for taking on the burden of organisation. 
 
ACTION: Volunteers to contact Derek at the end of the meeting. 
 
9.   CHAIR’S REPORT 
 
9.1  Insurance  
 
The Chair announced that a Parish and Community Council Insurance Policy had been taken out 
with Zurich. This covers the community council for public liability for low key events such as litter 
picks and replaces the policy which lapsed in 2017 when CEC stopped arranging community 
council insurance.  
 
The information was NOTED. 
 
9.2.  Finance 
 
The Chair stated that the LDCC finances, at over £3,000, exceeded the recommendation of the 
CEC that funds should be no higher than double the CEC annual grant. It was acknowledged that 
the funds would be significantly reduced from payment of invoices related to the Gala Day. 
 
The information was NOTED.   



 

 

 
10.  PLANNING COMMITTEE REPORT 
 
10.1  Liberton Hospital 
 
Peter Schwarz drew attention to Lothian Health Board’s intention to seek relief from burdens on the 
titles of Liberton Hospital to enable them to sell off the grounds. Concerns were expressed at the 
likelihood of further housing development on the site and increased pressures on the infrastructure 
of the area. 
 
The information was NOTED. 
 
10.2.  Liberton Brae 
 
It was reported that the attempt to establish a further fast food outlet on Liberton Brae had failed; 
the appeal against the initial refusal had been rejected. 
 
 The information was NOTED.  
 
An objection had been lodged to the planning housing development at 18 Liberton Brae. 
 
The information was NOTED. 
 
11.  GDPR 
 
ACTION: Secretary to provide content on GDPR for the LDCC website. 
 
12.  NEWSLETTER SUGGESTIONS 
 
See 4.1 above. 
 
13.  LDCC meetings 
 
The Chair and Vice-chair proposed changes to the frequency and/or length of LDCC meetings. It 
was suggested that some of the business might be dealt with more efficiently by an executive 
group, leaving the full meetings to focus more on engagement with the public. It was agreed that 
the nine members present would vote on two proposals. 
 
13.1 Proposal 1: The frequency of ordinary meetings of the LDCC should be 

reduced from 10 meetings a year.  
 
For: Rosie Carmichael, Jean Fowler, Sandra Hendry, Steven Hendry, Derek Jardine, Bill Krol, Amy 
Richards (7). Against: Graeme Forbes, Jim Henry (2). 
 
The proposal was ACCEPTED. 
 
13.2 Proposal 2: The length of the ordinary meetings of the LDCC should be 

reduced from 2 hours to 90 minutes.  
 
For: Jean Fowler, Sandra Hendry, Steven Hendry, Derek Jardine, Bill Krol, Amy Richards (5). 
Against: Rosie Carmichael, Graeme Forbes, Jim Henry, Derek Jardine (4). 
 
The proposal was ACCEPTED. 
 
ACTION: Secretary to consult chair and amend the Standing Orders and the schedule of 
meetings for the next meeting of LDCC. 
 



 

 

14.  WALKABOUTS WITH SE LOCALITIES OFFICERS 
 
Current locations for consideration include Liberton Brae/Mayfield Road (junction), Lasswade Road 
(traffic, Margiotta’s, Ellen’s Glen junction), Kirkbrae (pavements). Discussion of the details of the 
walkabouts deferred to the August meeting of LDCC.  
 
ACTION: Chair to include item in Agenda for LDCC meeting on Monday 27 August. 
 
15.  SOUTH EAST LOCALITY COMMITTEE/NEIGHBOURHOOD PARTNERSHIPS 
 
No reports received. 
 
16.  EDINBURGH ASSOCIATION of CCs/CIVIC FORUM REPORT   
 
The Chair reported that SESPlan 2 was scheduled for Ministerial approval in August.  In addition 
the Local Development Plan Main Issues Report will be available in January and there will be an 
eight-week public consultation period, including public meetings, from February 2019. 
 
The information was NOTED. 
 
17.  NOMINATED GROUPS’ REPORTS 
 
17.1  SEECAT 
 
Nothing to report. 
 
17.2  Friends of St Katharine’s Park 
 
Sandra Hendry stated that the FoSKaP AGM will be held on 11 June, and an event was being 
planned in November to promote the Park.   
 
The information was NOTED. 
 
17.3.  Gracemount Community Project 
 
Steven Hendry reported that the Council has now received the structural survey for the 
Gracemount YCC which indicates that extensive work is required which would require significant 
investment. The building remains closed. The Management Committee meets on 26 June to 
discuss the situation and the way forward, including a meeting with CE councilors. 
 
The information was NOTED. 
 
17.4  Liberton Association 
 
Rosy Carmichael stated that a meeting will be held on 27 June to determine the date of the 
Association’s AGM. 
 
The information was NOTED. 
 
18.   ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 
18.1   Treasurer 
 
Graeme Forbes volunteered to undertake the vacant Treasurer role.  Consequently he was 
nominated by the Chair and seconded by Jim Henry. 
 
Graeme Forbes ELECTED as Treasurer.  



 

 

 
The meeting closed at 9:10pm 
 
19.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
Monday 27 August 2018 in Liberton Kirk Halls at 7.00 pm.   

 
 


