
 

 

DRAFT UNAPPROVED 
 

Liberton & District Community Council 
 
Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 30 April at Liberton Kirk Halls, 7:00 pm. 
 
Members present: Tony Barry, Rosy Carmichael (Liberton Association), Graeme Forbes 
(Minutes), Jean Fowler (Secretary), Sandra Hendry (FoSKaP), Steven Hendry (GCP), Jim Henry 
(Acting Chair), Derek Jardine (SEECAT), Bill Krol, Su Millar, Peter Schwarz.  
 
In attendance: Brian Barbour, Councillor Lezley Cameron, PC Craig Cairns (Police Scotland), 
Rona Duncan, Jean Miller, Kate Robertson, Ronnie Shaw, Doris Stanley, Ed Stanley, plus 4 
members of the public.  
 
1.  CHAIR 
 
In the absence of Amy Richards, member Jim Henry took the chair, and welcomed everyone to the 
meeting. 
 
2.  APOLOGIES 
 
Apologies were received from Amy Richards and Councillor Stephanie Smith. 
 
3.   APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Approval of the minutes of the meeting of 26 February 2018 was proposed by Jean Fowler and 
seconded by Jim Henry, with one change to Item 10.3: Jim Henry did not agree to act as Interim 
Treasurer.  
 
The minutes of the meeting of 26 March were APPROVED with the amendment. 
 
4.  UPDATES OF LDCC ACTIVITIES 
 
4.1.  Newsletter 
 
The final version of the Spring Newsletter is currently being printed, and should be ready for 
distribution soon. The Chair will contact members with details of the distribution next week.  
 
ACTION: Chair to contact members with distribution details. 
 
ACTION: Members to respond to Chair’s request for volunteer distributors. 
 
4.2.  Gracemount clean-up 
 
The Gracemount Clean Up on Sat 21st April focused on the area around the school and the 
Mansion. The next two clean will take place on Sat 19th May and Sat 16th June. Volunteers are 
welcomed. Meet at 10.00am outside the Medical Centre. 
 
The information was NOTED. 
 
4.3.   Notice Boards 
 
No report received. 
 
4.4.  Community event 
 



 

 

Derek Jardine announced that posters will be available soon for the LDCC Gala Day at the Kirk 
Halls on Saturday 30 June, 10.00 am to 4.00 pm.  Further organisations had signed up for stalls.  It 
was suggested that local councillors might attend to hold surgeries for the first hour, and Councillor 
Cameron confirmed her attendance. 
 
The information was NOTED. 
 
4.5.   Planning 
 
The Acting Chair summarized the Community Council’s role in the planning process and referred 
to information on the LDCC web site.  Reference was made to current planning issues surrounding 
the application for a hot food take-away on Liberton Brae, and the future of Liberton Hospital and 
adjacent land.  Local residents had expressed concerns over possible development of the site and 
possible access routes from Malbet Park and Ellen’s Glen. The Acting Chair referred to a previous 
LDCC meeting where an NHS spokesperson said there would be a public consultation over the 
future of the hospital, but this had not yet taken place.   
 
The information was NOTED. 
 
4.6.   GDPR 
 
Graeme Forbes outlined LDCC’s preparations for the new General Data Protection Regulation 
which comes into force on 25 May. The information will be made available on the LDCC website. 
 
ACTION: Graeme to provide content for the LDCC website.  
 
5.  MATTERS ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MEETING 
 
5.1.  Greenend 
 
Councillor Cameron stated that she was awaiting information from the CEC on this issue.  A 
Residents Association has been formed but still has to formalize its constitution.  Steven Hendry 
advised that the Scottish Development Trust would be worth consulting on Community Asset 
Transfers. 
 
The information was NOTED. 
 
5.2.  Liberton Brae / Mayfield Road 
 
The Acting Chair provided background to the concerns over the junction. Councillor Cameron 
stated that she and Councillor Smith intended to raise the issue at the South East Locality meeting, 
with reference to the recommendations made at previous LDCC meetings. 
 
ACTION: Councillor Cameron to report on progress at the next LDCC. 
 
6.  POLICE REPORT 
 
PC Craig Cairns reported 78 crimes reported in the area since the last meeting, 43 of which had 
been solved. Crimes included 11 common assaults, 12 cases of vandalism, 13 thefts including one 
vehicle theft and several shop-lifting offences, and 4 domestic house-breakings. 
 
The police have been targeting drugs offences in the area, youth misbehavior in Moredun, and 
advising B and B’s and the caravan park on measures to prevent motorcycle thefts. 
 
The information was NOTED. 
 
7.   PUBLIC QUESTIONS 



 

 

 
7.1.  Aircraft noise 
 
Concerns were expressed about the increase in aircraft noise in the locality.  It was suggested that 
the frequency of aircraft diverging from the recommended flight paths had increased. Councillor 
Cameron suggested that she might raise the issue through the Edinburgh Airport Consultative 
Committee. 
 
ACTION: Councillor Cameron to take the issue to the EACC, and report back to a later 
LDCC. 
 
7.2.  Liberton High School 
 
Concerns were raised about the condition of Liberton High School, particularly reports that tiles 
had detached from a replaced suspended ceiling.  There were also reports of parents’ lack of 
confidence in the quality of building works and safety inspections.  Councillor Cameron stated that 
there were four schools that required replacement, but that it was likely that funding would only be 
available for two.  It was suggested that the LDCC to strongly consider supporting a deputation to 
the CEC to make the case for replacement of Liberton High School to be made a priority. 
 
The suggestion was NOTED. 
 
8.  REPORTS 
 
8.1.  Chair’s Report 
 
8.1.1.  Margiotta’s 
 
The Acting Chair provided context  on the issues with Margiotta’s. 
 
A message had been received from Alan Dunlop of work to commence on the junction. Existing 
kerb lines on the North and South of the junction will be constructed and re-surfaced. This will 
shorten the crossing distance and improve the journey for pedestrians whilst at the same time 
deterring vehicles from carrying out turning manoeuvres. Dropped kerb crossings and bollards will 
be adjusted to suit and the existing double yellow lines reinstated.  
 
The information was NOTED. 
 
8.1.2.   Walkabouts  
 
The Chair had received further information from Sarah Burns about proposed Council walkabouts 
in in conjunction with Community Safety and Place Making action plans. There will be one 
walkabout a year. LDCC has been allocated a walkabout in October this year and is expected to 
identify the specific date, area, and key issues to cover during the walkabout. The CEC lead 
contact will arrange for the relevant partners and services to attend our walkabout as well as 
inviting our councillors. The primary purpose is to identify deliverable actions that can be taken 
forward to improve the quality of life for people who live in the area with reference to the Locality 
Improvement Plan:  improving a feeling of safety, wellbeing, pride in the area, and environmental 
improvements. LDCC will receive a short report after the walkabout containing the actions agreed. 
 
LDCC welcomed the initiative, and there were suggestions that the walkabout should include the 
Liberton Brae / Mayfield Road junction.  
 
ACTION: LDCC to discuss date, route and issues at its next meeting. 
 
8.2.  Secretary 
 



 

 

Apart from communications also circulated to members, nothing to report. 
 
The information was NOTED.   
 
8.3.  Treasurer 
 
The Chair had now received all the LDCC financial documentation from the outgoing treasurer. 
 
8.4.  South East Locality Committee 
 
Bill Krol reported on his attendance at the recent Committee meeting. The Committee is comprised 
of the councilors from the four wards in the locality, and the meeting was dominated by a lengthy 
debate on governance issues, though there was also discussion on anti-social cyclists, and the 
creation of buffer zones outside birth control clinics.  In addition there was a presentation by 
Scottish Fire & Rescue which is currently undertaking a consultation (ending 14 May). 
 
 The information was NOTED.  
 
8.5.  Transport, Mobility, and Place-making Workshop 
 
The Acting Chair advised that he and Bill Krol would attend the workshop on 10 May and report 
back to the LDCC. 
 
ACTION: Jim Henry and Bill Krol to report to the next LDCC meeting. 
 
8.6.  Edinburgh Association of Community Councils & the Civic Forum 
 
The Acting Chair reported that there was nothing of relevance to LDCC from these meetings. 
 
The information was NOTED. 
 
8.7.  Nominated groups 
 
8.7.1.  Nominations 
 
Ronnie Shaw, representing the Friends of Seven Acre Park announced that he had received 
registration paperwork from the Chair. He was advised of the process to then apply for one of the 
two vacant spaces for nominated groups on the LDCC. 
 
The information was NOTED. 
 
8.7.2.  Liberton Association 
 
Rosy Carmichael stated that LDCC would be informed of the forthcoming Association Annual 
General Meeting. 
 
The information was NOTED. 
 
8.7.3.  Gracemount Community Project 
 
Steven Hendry announced that following award of £20,000 for essential repairs, the Mansion 
House would be closed until further notice. 
 
The information was NOTED. 
 
8.7.4.  Friends of St Katharine’s Park 
 



 

 

Sandra Hendry gave notice of a tree feathering event in the park on 5 May.   
 
The information was NOTED. 
 
8.7.5.  SEECAT 
 
Derek Jardine gave notice of a new Alpha Course on Christian Faith running at Liberton Kirk on 
Thursdays from the end of August.   
 
Derek also reminded all those attending of the Gala Day on 30 June. 
 
The information was NOTED. 
 
9.   ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 
There was no other competent business. 
 
The meeting closed at 9:10pm 
 
10.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
Monday 28 May 2018 in Liberton Kirk Halls at 7.00 pm.   

 
 


