
Liberton & District Community Council 

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 30 January 2017 at Liberton Kirk Halls, 7:00-
9:00 pm. 

Members present: Caro Wilkinson (Chair), Tony Barry, Stuart Fleming (Liberton 
Association), Graeme Forbes (Minutes), Jean Fowler (Secretary), Stephen Hendry 
(GCP), Jim Henry, Derek Jardine (SEECAT) to item 5.1, Su Millar, Michael Rea, 
Amy Richards, Peter Schwarz, John Wilkinson (Treasurer). 

In Attendance: Councillor Keith Robson, PC Craig Cairns (Police Scotland), Rosy 
Carmichael, Sandra Hendry.  

1. APOLOGIES 

Apologies were received from Mike Blackshaw, Ian Murray M.P., Bryan Wilson. 

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Approval of the Minutes of the meeting of 28 November 2016 was proposed by John 
Wilkinson, seconded by Jim Henry. 

The minutes of the meeting of 28 November were APPROVED. 

3. MATTERS ARISING 

3.1 Goods vehicles in Yewlands Gardens 

The Chair reported on a letter received from Bryan Wilson that residents were still 
pursuing the City of Edinburgh Council regarding Margiotta delivery vehicles’ use of 
Yewlands Gardens. 

The report was NOTED. 

3.2. Liberton High School 

Councillor Robson reported that the collapsed curtain wall in the school had 
complied with contemporary building regulations. Mike Rea was advised that further 
information would emerge from the Fatal Accident Enquiry. 

The report was NOTED. 

3.3. Little Road 

Councillor Robson announced that re-surfacing work on the road was expected to 
commence towards the end of February. 

The information was NOTED. 

 



3.4. Transformation Edinburgh 

ACTION: Councillor Robson to arrange a visit from a Council official to 
discuss the Programme at the next L&DCC meeting. 

4. GRACEMOUNT COMMUNITY PROJECT 

Stephen Hendry sought reassurance that the Gracemount Mansion and gardens 
would not be affected by the City Council’s state rationalisation plans. Councillor 
Robson, whilst not in a position to offer any guarantees, did not feel that the Mansion 
and gardens were under any imminent threat. 

The response was NOTED.  

5. REPORTS 

5.1. Police report 

PC Craig provided a summary of crime statistics in the ward over the past nine 
weeks. Eighty-four crimes had been reported, of which 32 (38%) were solved. Over 
50% of the crimes committed related to shoplifting or traffic offences. Other crimes 
consisted of: 

• 1 robbery  
• 7 assaults  
• 7 cases of vandalism  
• 2 motor vehicle thefts  
• 3 motor car break-ins  
• 7 shed/garage break-ins  
• 5 house break-ins  
• 2 business premises break-ins  

PC Craig also reported police actions relating to drink-driving, bus lane 
infringements, and behavioural issues at Gracemount and Burdiehouse. There had 
been no issues arising from the PubWatch initiative. 

Police surgeries had been held at Gilmerton, Captains Road and Moredun, and 
forthcoming surgeries are advertised on the City Council’s Twitter feed, and home 
security guides are available 

The report was NOTED 

ACTION: PC Craig to send copies of the home security guide to the Chair. 

5.2. Chair’s report 

The Chair reported on issues discussed a two brainstorming meetings held on 5 
December 2016 and 16 January 2017. 

 



5.2.1. Events 

Su Millar had contacted the Council on compliance issues and was awaiting a reply. 

Councillor Robson advised that Councillor Karen Keil would be a good source of 
advice on organising gala events, having been active in the organisation of Drum 
Brae events in recent years. 

ACTION: Councillor Robson to contact Councillor Keil. 

5.2.2. Committees 

The re-establishment of a standing committee on planning, initially comprised of Jim 
Henry, Peter Schwarz and John Wilkinson was proposed. 

The proposal was APPROVED. 

It was proposed that other business, formerly allocated to committees, be conducted 
through task-and-finish groups, or by individuals. 

The proposal was APPROVED. 

5.2.3. Communications 

Potential designs for L&DCC logos and posters were distributed for comment. No 
decisions were reached and the discussion was held over to the next meeting. 

ACTION: Logos and posters to be an agenda item at the next meeting. 

The Chair reported that she had contacted Councillor Austin Hart about posting 
L&DCC information on bus shelters and was awaiting a reply. 

The report was NOTED. 

A proposal was made to provide local information through a frequently asked 
questions (FAQs) feature on the L&DCC website.  

The proposal was APPROVED. 

The method for approving and publishing the topics, questions and answers was 
discussed and it was proposed that a pilot service be run, using the most popular 
comments from the residents’ survey. 

The proposal was APPROVED.  

Volunteers were sought to take responsibility for researching and providing content 
for the pilot service to Tony Barry for the website.  Stephen Hendry and Graeme 
Forbes volunteered. 



ACTION: Stephen and Graeme to provide content to Tony before the next 
meeting of L&DCC. 

Tony Barry had agreed to assist Peter Schwarz with the management of the L&DCC 
website. A refresh of the site was discussed. 

ACTION: Peter and Tony to begin work on refreshing the website and report on 
progress at L&DCC meetings. 

5.3. Treasurer’s report 

The Treasurer reported a balance of £2,596 in the L&DCC account. Peter Schwarz 
requested a breakdown of the expenses incurred by the survey of residents. 

ACTION: The Treasurer to provide the breakdown of expenses at the next 
meeting. 

5.4. Secretary’s report 

The Secretary reported on recent correspondence: 

Communities and Families: Funding for youth work is available with applications 
required by 24 February. 

Shared Vision: Multi-agency funding is available in the Edinburgh area to counter 
Islamophobia and associated prejudiced behaviour.  

Community Planning for People & Planet: A number of events are taking place to 
help set the environmental priorities for Edinburgh Locality Improvement Plans 2017-
22. 

£iberton Gilmerton Decides: Residents are invited to have their say on which 
intergenerational projects should be funded from local money. The next event takes 
place on 3 February. 

The correspondence was NOTED. 

ACTION: The information to be posted on the L&DCC be posted to the L&DCC 
website by Peter Schwarz, and to the Twitter account by Graeme Forbes 

5.5. Nominated Groups  

5.5.1. SEECAT 

No report was received. 

  



5.5.2. Gracemount Community Project 

Stephen Hendry reported that Dunedin Canmore had agreed to fund a gardener for 
one day a week, the barbecue area was now completed, Gracemount Primary 
School were now using the gardens regularly, and over 70 people had attended the 
Open Day on 29 January. The next meeting of the Steering Group was due to take 
place on 2 March 2017. 

The report was NOTED. 

5.5.3. Liberton Association 

Stuart Fleming reported that the Association’s opposition to developments at 18 
Liberton Brae. The revised application has led to a softening of the objection, though 
it the Association’s acceptance would be conditional access improvements. Jim 
Henry responded that the L&DCC was still opposed to the development. 

The Association has also written to the City Council with regard to the potential loss 
of sight lines to the historic limekilns due to the proposed Burdiehouse development. 

The next meeting of the Association will take place on 11 February, and will feature a 
talk by Bruce Gittings on ‘Secret places of Scotland’. 

The report was NOTED. 

5.5.4. Neighbourhood Partnership 

No report was received. 

5.5.5. Edinburgh Association of Community Councils 

Jim Henry reported on the Civic Forum which aims to strengthen the dialogue 
between civic groups in the capital and the City Council. It also aims to encourage 
greater interest and involvement in planning. 

The report was NOTED. 

5.5.6. Planning 

Jim Henry reported on a major consultation on a new planning system, The National 
Planning Framework, being introduced by the Scottish Government. It will be based 
on a 10 year planning cycle. The Planning Committee is currently studying the 
documentation in order to complete a response. 

ACTION: The Planning Committee will submit a response to the consultation 
on behalf of the L&DCC. 

ACTION: The response will be published on the L&DCC website by Peter 
Schwarz or Tony Barry. 



Jim Henry reported that the Planning Group had met to discuss the 18 Liberton Brae 
Barn planning proposal and had submitted an objection on behalf of L&DCC. 

The report was NOTED. 

6. Date of next meeting 

27 February 2017, at 7.00 pm in Liberton Kirk Halls. 


