
 

 

DRAFT UNAPPROVED 
 

Liberton & District Community Council 
 
Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 24 April 2017 at Liberton Kirk Halls, 7:00-9:00 pm. 
 
Members present: Caro Wilkinson (Chair), Rosy Carmichael (Liberton Association), Graeme 
Forbes (Minutes), Jean Fowler (Secretary), Stephen Hendry (GCP), Sandra Hendry (FoSKaP), Jim 
Henry, Derek Jardine (SEECAT), Su Millar, Amy Richards (Vice-Chair), Peter Schwarz, John 
Wilkinson (Treasurer). 
 
In attendance: PC Thomas Archer (Police Scotland), Councillor Norma Austin Hart, Lezley 
Cameron, Andrew Gallacher (City of Edinburgh Council), Daniel Johnson MSP, PC Evan Mackay 
(Police Scotland), Tim Pogson, Councillor Keith Robson. 
 
1. APOLOGIES 
 
Apologies were received from Tony Barry and Mike Rea. 
 
2.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Approval of the minutes of the meeting of 27 March 2017 was proposed by Jean Fowler, seconded 
by Jim Henry. 
 
The minutes of the meeting of 27 March were APPROVED. 
 
3. MATTERS ARISING 
 
3.1. Communications: FAQ feature on website 
 
Peter Schwarz reported that four FAQs had now been posted and more were in the pipeline. 
 
The information was NOTED. 
 
3.2. Communications: LDCC Logo and poster 
 
The Chair distributed the final version of the LDCC poster for bus shelters and notice boards. The 
people and umbrella symbols had been dropped from the logo design. 
 
The design and poster were APPROVED. 
 
ACTION: The Chair to provide Stuart Lowrie with the poster and arrange for display in area 
bus shelters. 
 
It was suggested that the CEC might consider providing information on local services in city bus 
shelters. Councillor Austin Hart advised that the suggestion be made to incoming councillors. 
 
The advice was NOTED. 
 
3.3 Communications: Noticeboards 
 
It was agreed to carry forward the action from the previous meeting. 
 
ACTION: Mike Blackshaw to bring proposals to the next meeting. 
 
3.4. Communications: Newsletter 
 



 

 

There were no further volunteers to assist the Chair and Vice-Chair in developing a newsletter. 
 
The information was NOTED. 
 
3.5. Survey 
 
The Chair reported that copies of the survey analysis and report had been distributed to MSPs, 
MPs and Councillors and some favourable responses had been received. There were suggestions 
for further distribution, and Andrew Gallacher agreed to distribute copies to local youth leaders   
 
ACTION: Chair to send copies of the report to Andrew Gallacher for onward distribution. 
 
3.6. Gala Day 
 
The Chair summarised Councillor Kiel’s presentation from the previous meeting and sought 
comment on next steps.  It was suggested that a Gala committee be formed, and that a public 
meeting be held to gauge interest. It was agreed that the date for the meeting should be set at the 
May meeting after members had attended the Clermiston Gala in May. The Chair, Su Millar and 
Stephen Hendry indicated their intention to attend the gala.  
 
ACTION: Secretary to add item to agenda for May meeting. 
 
3.7.  Traffic at Little Road / Liberton Gardens junction 
 
Councillor Robson agreed to raise the issue with the City of Edinburgh Council (CEC) 
 
ACTION: Councillor Robson to raise the issue with CEC’s Roads, Traffic and Parking 
 
3.8 Shortage of GPs in the LDCC area 
 
The Chair questioned the adequacy of GP coverage, particularly with regard to increased housing 
in the area. Daniel Johnson MSP indicated that the wider issue had been discussed in Parliament, 
that discussions were ongoing with Health Boards, but pointed out that the issue was complex.   
 
The information was NOTED. 
 
3.9 Close your street for play initiative 
 
The initiative was welcomed and potential locations in the area were suggested. It was noted that a 
number of criteria had to be met before road closures would be approved. It was agreed that action 
would be best undertaken by residents from a particular street, rather than the Community Council. 
 
The information was NOTED. 
 
3.10 Messy in the Park 
 
The event is to take place in September, and it was suggested that LDCC might have a presence. 
 
ACTION: Derek Jardine to provide a specific date for the event. 
 
3.11 The Way Ahead 
 
The Chair drew attention to exercises undertaken by in 2009 and 2014 about the way LDCC 
business is conducted.  It was suggested that there was no requirement to revisit these exercises 
following more recent decisions concerning the standing Planning sub-group and the use of topic 
based task and finish and sub-groups.  
 



 

 

The suggestion was APPROVED. 
 
4.  PRESENTATION ON EDINBURGH 2050 
 
Andrew Gallacher gave a presentation on developing the South East Locality Improvement Plan 
(SELIP), a Neighbourhood Partnership initiative for South Central, City Centre and Liberton and 
Gilmerton. The plans have four aims: 
 

• to simplify and strengthen existing improvement planning 

• to improve public service integration 

• to place communities at the heart of improvement planning 

• to enable all community planning partners to meet duties as a result of the Community 
Empowerment Act 

 
Andrew outlined the draft priorities for the South East and described the process for developing the 
plans throughout 2017. A short video is available at https://youtu.be/ttT9sdUnXnu and further 
information can be obtained from Andrew at andrew.gallacher@edinburgh.gov.uk. 
 
The information was NOTED. 
 
5. QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 
 
No questions were raised. 
 
6. REPORTS 
 
6.1. Police 
 
PC Thomas Archer reported on crime in the area since the last report: seven minor assaults, 3 
instances of vandalism, one motor cycle theft, one theft from a container. There were no serious 
assaults or robberies reported. PC Archer also reported on traffic initiatives at local schools, 
including issues of parking, school drop-off, and 20 m.p.h. zones. He also reported on work with 
the CEC to reduce anti-social behaviour, and on crime prevention initiatives particularly to reduce 
motor cycle thefts. 
 
The information was NOTED. 
 
6.2. Chair 
 
The Chair raised the idea of organizing a public meeting on the subject of fracking. It was 
suggested that speakers from both sides of the debate should be invited and this was agreed. 
 
The suggestion was APPROVED.  
 
6.3. Planning 
 
Jim Henry reported no further activity from EACC or the Civic Forum since his last report.   
 
Jim also reported that the development at 18 Liberton Brae had been approved; Rosy Carmichael 
commented that a section of the public footpath would be lost. 
 
It was observed that the derelict building on the Goods Corner site had further deteriorated despite 
assurances that the roof would be repaired. Jim agreed to write to the City of Edinburgh Council 
expressing concern. 
 
ACTION: Jim Henry to write to the CEC. 

https://youtu.be/ttT9sdUnXnu
mailto:andrew.gallacher@edinburgh.gov.uk


 

 

 
Jim Henry advised that the LDCC’s response to the Scottish Government’s consultation on 
planning, People, Places and Planning had been submitted and was available on the LDCC 
website. He thanked members who had contributed to the submission. 
 
The information was NOTED. 
 
6.4. Secretary 
 
The Secretary circulated information about the proposed changes to the Sheriffhall roundabout.  
The proposals were welcomed. She agreed to submit any comments received from members to 
the CEC by the 8 May deadline. 
 
ACTION: Members wishing to comment to submit comments to the Secretary by 6 May. 
 
6.5. Treasurer 
 
The Treasurer reported a bank balance of £2,596. 
 
The information was NOTED. 
 
6.6. NOMINATED GROUPS 
 
6.6.1. SEECAT 
 
Nothing to report. 
 
6.6.2. Gracemount Community Project 
 
Nothing to report. 
 
6.6.3. FoSKaP 
 
Sandra Hendry reported some wild flower planting, and the installation of a “wiggly bench” in the 
Park.   
 
Amy Richards also reported a forthcoming fact-finding visit to a permaculture garden in Bonnyrigg 
on 13 May at 2.00 pm. Some places were still available for those interested. 
 
ACTION: Interested parties to contact Amy for details. 
 
6.6.4. Liberton Association 
 
Rosy Carmichael gave notice of the Association’s AGM on 5 June. 
 
The information was NOTED. 
 
6.7. Neighbourhood Partnership 
 
The Chair reported that notes of the recent meeting had been emailed to members. The main topic 
of the agenda was the Police Scotland consultation on future policing. 
 
The information was NOTED. 
 
7. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 
7.1. Gracemount Mansion House 



 

 

 
Stephen Hendry sought confirmation that the Mansion House would be permitted to host birthday 
parties. 
 
ACTION: Councillor Austin Hart to arrange confirmation. 
 
7.2. Outstanding issues 
 
Councillor Keith Robson reassured that several issues raised by LDCC were still receiving 
attention, but would be carried forward by new councillors following the forthcoming elections. 
These issues were: 
 

• concerns over traffic control and cycling at the Liberton Brae - Mayfield Road junction 

• the placement of bus stops on Frogston Road 

• agreements for apprenticeships linked to the Broomhills 

• concerns over traffic at Little Road - Liberton Gardens junction. 
 
The information was NOTED. 
 
7.3 Men’s Shed project 
 
Su Millar raised the possibility of a ‘Men’s Shed’ project in the community as a consequence of 
meeting Alan Silcock, Secretary, the Scottish Men’s Shed Association. The response from the 
meeting was positive. Su suggested that she should contact local Minister, John Young about the 
project, and, if interested, to follow this up with Alan Silcock to follow-up.   
 
The suggestion was APPROVED. 
 
Su Millar led a vote of thanks to outgoing councillors, present and absent. 
 
8. Date of next meeting 
 
Monday 29 May in Liberton Kirk Halls.  The ordinary meeting would be preceded by the A.G.M. at 
7.00 pm.  
 
 


