
 

1 | P a g e  

 

Liberton & District Community Council 

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 27 March 2017 at Liberton Kirk Halls, 7:00-
9:10 pm. 

Members present: Caro Wilkinson (Chair), Tony Barry, Mike Blackshaw, Graeme 
Forbes (Minutes), Jean Fowler (Secretary), Stephen Hendry (GCP), Sandra Hendry 
(FoSKaP), Jim Henry, Derek Jardine (SEECAT), Su Millar, Mike Rea, Amy Richards 
(Vice-Chair), Peter Schwarz, John Wilkinson (Treasurer). 

In Attendance: Norrie Brett, PC Craig Cairns (Police Scotland – Item 5), Jordon 
Henderson (on behalf of Ash Denham MSP), Councillor Karen Keil (to Item 4), Avril 
Shields, PC Ryan Williams (Police Scotland – to Item 5).  

1. APOLOGIES 

Apologies were received from Councillor Norma Austin Hart, Councillor Bill Cook, 
Ash Denham MSP, Stuart Fleming (Liberton Association), Councillor Keith Robson.  

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Following minor corrections, approval of the minutes of the meeting of 27 February 
2017 was proposed by Peter Schwarz, seconded by Derek Jardine. 

The minutes of the meeting of 27 February were APPROVED. 

3. MATTERS ARISING 

3.1. Little Road 

Work has now been completed. 

The information was NOTED. 

3.2. Transformation Edinburgh 

ACTION: The Chair to arrange a visit from a Council official to discuss the 
programme at the next LDCC meeting. 

3.3. Communications: Website refresh 

Tony Barry reported on website revisions, email re-direction, and preparation for the 
new FAQ feature. The new mail address is: mail@libertondistrict.org.uk with details 
held by Tony Barry. 

 
The information was NOTED  

  
Peter Schwarz and Tony Barry suggested that the public address for the website 
should be  www.libertondistrict.org.uk rather than https://libertondcc.wordpress.com/ 
though the latter would continue to be used for administrative purposes. 

mailto:mail@libertondistrict.org.uk
http://www.libertondistrict.org.uk/
https://libertondcc.wordpress.com/
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The suggestion was AGREED. 

Peter Schwarz stated that whilst there were no changes to the LDCC area as a 
result of Ward boundary reorganisation, there would be additional councillors with 
wards overlapping the Community Council area. 

ACTION: Chair to ensure invitations to LDCC meetings are sent to all 
appropriate councillors following the May elections.  

3.4. Communications: FAQ feature on website 

Graeme Forbes reported that further research work has been allocated, and 
circulated three FAQs for illustration. 

ACTION: Graeme Forbes to send content to Tony Barry for website. 

3.5. Communications: LDCC logo and poster 

The revised logo was approved subject to permission to use the umbrella symbol. 

ACTION: Derek Jardine to seek permission to use the umbrella symbol. 

A revised design for the poster was circulated. It was suggested that the information 
panel should be white with black lettering and bold highlighting. It was also 
suggested that The Secretary should be the contact name on the poster, and the 
email address should be the same as that on the website. 

The suggestions were AGREED. 

3.6 Communications: Notice Boards 

The Chair reported on progress with displaying LDCC information on bus shelters. 
Stuart Lowrie, Public Transport Manager, has advised that display of A5 
professionally produced posters would be permitted. 

ACTION: The Chair to provide Stuart Lowrie with proposed copy of the LDCC 
poster, and to establish the number of bus shelters in the LDCC area. 

Mike Blackshaw reported on progress with sourcing lockable notice boards, and 
tentative agreements from various organisations for siting LDCC notice boards. 

ACTION: Mike Blackshaw to bring proposals to the next LDCC meeting. 

The Chair reported that she had received keys to the notice boards in Liberton Park 
and St Katharine’s Park, and permission to affix an in-date A4 poster, from Mike 
Shields. It was suggested that the keys should be held by the Chair, and by Amy 
Richards. 

The suggestion was AGREED  
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3.7 Communications: Newsletter 

It was suggested that discussion of a newsletter be postponed until the next meeting. 

The suggestion was AGREED. 

3.8 Survey 

Amy Richards had distributed full analysis of the LDCC survey. The work was 
commended, and it was suggested that the analysis be posted to the LDCC website, 
and sent to MPs, MSPs, councillors, local ministers, youth leaders, community 
centres, libraries, doctors’ surgeries, Libertus, Lifecare, and the Evening News. 

The suggestions were AGREED. 

ACTION: The Chair to publicise the analysis.  

Graeme Forbes circulated a clipping from the Evening News referring to a recent 
‘happiness survey’ of Edinburgh’s wards. 

The information was NOTED 

4. GALA DAY 

The Chair welcomed Councillor Keil and invited her to address the meeting on her 
experience organising the successful gala days at Clermiston.  

Councillor Keil made the following points: 

 Gala day good for bringing community together, but don’t expect many 
volunteers 

 2-day event effectively run by 9 people from two families 

 Clermiston one of three galas: others run at Corstorphine and Davidson’s 
Mains 

 Gala based at Drumbrae Leisure Centre and surrounding grounds – gala has 
become an integral part of centre’s annual programme 

 Indoor facility reduces need for marquees, and offers alternative during 
inclement weather 

 Gala focused on children – local primary schools used to publicise  

 Taylor’s fun fair has become an integral part of the gala, contributing share of 
profits – hence the 2-day event 

 Other activities include pony rides, football competitions, dance school 
demonstrations, inter-school sports 

 Disco organised every February to raise funds and announce gala queen and 
court from nominated primary 3 and 5 pupils 

 Parade with floats to open gala 

 Commercial providers invited but organise their own stalls 

 Clermiston Gala held on the last weekend in May. 
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Councillor Keil provided a copy of the Events Management Plan, including 
constitution, charitable status, and information on safety, licensing and insurance. 

The Chair thanked Councillor Keil for her time, and accepted an invitation to this 
year’s Gala. 

ACTION: The Chair, and/or her nominees to attend the Clermiston Gala on 27-
28 May. 

5. REPORTS 

5.1. Police report 

PC Williams reported two house break-ins since the last report, though there had 
been a general decrease in reported criminal activities. PC Williams also reported 
police actions to enforce the new 20 mph zones, and reduce anti-social behaviour 
and motorcycle thefts across the city.  Surgeries had been held at local libraries in 
conjunction with the City of Edinburgh Council (CEC).  Leaflets promoting Police 
Scotland’s online public survey were distributed. 

The report was NOTED. 

Avril Shields drew attention to some recent fly-tipping between Burnhead Crescent 
and St Katharine’s Park, and was advised to contact the CEC’s Environmental 
wardens. 

The information was NOTED. 

Avril Shields also drew attention to impaired visibility for motorists at the junction of 
Little Road and Liberton Gardens due to fencing erected at the nearby Care Bears 
nursery and inconsiderate parking. Mike Blackshaw commented that he had raised 
the issue with the CEC.  

ACTION: Jordon Henderson to alert Ash Denham MSP and the local 
councillors.  

5.2. Chair’s report 

The Chair recorded with sadness the death of Dr Morrison from the Liberton 
Gardens Surgery. 

The Chair stated she was keen to work in the future on enhancing our green spaces 
and parks 

The information was NOTED. 

5.3. Treasurer’s report 

The Treasurer reported a bank balance of £2,596. 
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The information was NOTED. 

5.4. Secretary’s report 

The Secretary drew attention to the Close your street for Play Events initiative, the 
Tenant’s Voice newsletter, and the ongoing survey of community councillors. The 
Chair asked all members to complete the survey. 

The information was NOTED. 

ACTION: all members to complete the survey. 

5.5. Nominated groups 

5.5.1. SEECAT 

Derek Jardine drew attention to two forthcoming events: the Easter service outside 
Morrison’s on Good Friday, and the local churches’ Messy in the Park event in Inch 
Park on 9 September. 

The information was NOTED 

5.5.2. Gracemount Community Project 

Steven Hendry stated that the Project was preparing a case for charitable status. 

The information was NOTED. 

5.5.3 Liberton Association 

No report received 

5.5.4. FoSKaP 

Sandra Hendry reported on a successful clean-up event in the park on 11 March. 

The report was NOTED. 

5.6. Neighbourhood Partnership 

The Chair undertook to email to our members a brief report on the last 
Neighbourhood Partnership meeting. 
 
The action was NOTED. 
 
5.7. Edinburgh Association of Community Councils (EACC) 

Jim Henry reported on the meeting held on 23 March, which discussed licensing 
matters, insurance for community councils, and the Scottish Government’s 
consultation on planning: People, places and planning. The EACC response to the 
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consultation is available at: http://www.edinburghcommunitycouncils.org.uk/, which 
also contains Jim Henry’s comments.  The EACC was also alerted to a forthcoming 
Government review of community councils. 

The report was NOTED. 

5.8. Edinburgh Civic Forum 

Jim Henry also attended the Forum meeting on 7 March which discussed the 
People, places and planning consultation paper. 

The report was NOTED. 

5.9. Planning 

Jim Henry commented on the People, places and planning consultation and reported 
that he, John Wilkinson and Peter Schwarz had prepared responses to the 
consultation. The proposed response was made available to members for comment, 
with a deadline of Friday 31March. 

ACTION: Members to provide comments to Jim Henry by Friday 31 March. 

Jim Henry reported that the planning application for houses at Liberton Brae had 
been approved, and drew attention to further objections to the proposed 
development on Goods Corner. Mike Blackshaw observed that there had been a fire 
in the existing derelict property. 

The information was NOTED. 

Jim Henry sought support for the neighbouring community council’s complaint to the 
CEC over the lack of due process during the application to provide student 
accommodation on the Braidburn Inn site. 

Support for the complaint was AGREED.  

6. Date of next meeting 

Monday 24 April, at 7.00 pm in Liberton Kirk Halls. 
 
 
                  

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.edinburghcommunitycouncils.org.uk/

