
Liberton & District Community Council 

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 27 February 2017 at Liberton Kirk Halls, 
7:00-8:45 pm. 

Members present: Amy Richards(Vice-Chair), Tony Barry, Mike Blackshaw, Stuart 
Fleming (Liberton Association), Graeme Forbes (Minutes), Jean Fowler (Secretary), 
Stephen Hendry (GCP), Jim Henry, Derek Jardine (SEECAT), Su Millar, Peter 
Schwarz, John Wilkinson (Treasurer). 

In Attendance: Councillor Norma Austin Hart, Councillor Bill Cook, PC Jennifer 
MacKenzie (Police Scotland), Sandra Hendry.  

1. APOLOGIES 

Apologies were received from the Chair, Caro Wilkinson, Councillor Keith Robson.  

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Approval of the Minutes of the meeting of 30 January 2017 was proposed by Jim 
Henry, seconded by John Wilkinson. 

The minutes of the meeting of 30 January were APPROVED. 

3. MATTERS ARISING 

3.1. Little Road 

LDCC members reported that re-surfacing work on the road, scheduled to begin at 
the end of February had not yet started. 

ACTION: The Chair to encourage Councillor Bill Cook to pursue. 

3.2. Events 

The Chair to has arranged for Councillor Keil to address the next LDCC meeting on 
organising gala days. 

The information was NOTED. 

3.3. Transformation Edinburgh 

ACTION: Councillor Keith Robson to arrange a visit from a Council official to 
discuss the programme at the next L&DCC meeting. 

3.4. Communications: FAQ feature on website 

Graeme Forbes circulated sample content for the proposed FAQ feature on the 
website. The format was agreed, and Amy Richards, Mike Blackshaw, Steven 



Hendry and Tony Barry volunteered to provide further content based on the issues 
raised during the residents’ survey. 

ACTION: Graeme to allocate questions and provide the volunteers with a 
template for completion.  

3.5 Communications: Website refresh 

Peter Schwarz will pass responsibility for website administration to Tony Barry.  Tony 
reported that the LDCC boundary map had been posted to the website, but supply of 
a more detailed map was being pursued.  

The report was NOTED. 

Peter Schwarz asked whether recent about Ward boundary changes would affect the 
LDCC.  Councillors Norma Austin Hart and Bill Cook agreed that there would be no 
associated changes to the LDCC boundary, though there would be additional 
councillors with interests in part of the LDCC area.   

The response was NOTED. 

4. LDCC logo and poster 

The designs for an LDCC logo were circulated, with preference expressed for a 
design featuring people silhouettes, but with the name Liberton & District Community 
Council spelled out rather than abbreviated. It was agreed that further work on 
developing the design was required. 

ACTION: Derek Jardine to provide a revised design for the next meeting. 

The suggestion of ‘lidicoco’ as the logo was rejected, but suggested as a potential 
social media hash tag. 

ACTION: To be discussed at a future meeting. 

The design for the poster was circulated. The version without the logo was preferred, 
though it was suggested that the background in the information panel should be 
lighter to improve legibility. Content for the information panel was required. 

ACTION: The Chair to gather the key information for the poster.  

Councillor Austin Hart reported on progress with displaying LDCC information on bus 
shelters. It was likely that the bus companies would only agree to a few lines being 
incorporated into general information. 

The report was NOTED.  

The merits of establishing an LDCC notice board, and/or using existing notice boards 
in parks, churches and other venues was debated. 



ACTION: Mike Blackshaw to investigate access and cost issues. 

ACTION: Councillor Austin Hart to contact Head of Parks for information on 
access (and keys) to park notice boards. 

5. Newsletter 

The Chair requested assistance from two volunteers to assist with a newsletter. 
Since it was not clear what was required, the issue was deferred to the next meeting 
for clarification. 

ACTION: The Chair to include the topic on the agenda for the next meeting. 

6. REPORTS 

6.1. Police report 

PC MacKenzie provided a summary of crime statistics in the ward for January-
February. There had been 17 crimes including 2 common assaults, 1 garage break-
in, and 4 house break-ins, and several car-related crimes and breaches of the 
peace. There had also been a number of police-led initiatives by the Anti-Social 
Behaviour team including visits and PubWatch.  PC MacKenzie made available a 
number of leaflets covering Crimestoppers, Home security and Stop and Search. 

The information was NOTED. 

6.2. Vice-Chair’s report 

The Vice-Chair announced that Andrew Gallacher is to address the April LDCC 
meeting on Vision 2050. 

The information was NOTED. 

The Vice Chair also provided a report on the Chair’s activities since the previous 
LDCC meeting. 

6.2.1. £iberton Gilmerton Decides event (3 February) 

Fourteen stalls showcased the work of various organisations, and visitors were 
asked to judge their offerings for distribution of funds. The event was on a week day, 
so attendance was limited. 

6.2.2. Community Planning for People and Planet (8 February) 

This event took place at the City Chambers and covered a wide range of topics 
including green transport, digital communications, and isolation. 

6.2.3. Liberton Association (11 February) 



Bruce Gittings gave a talk on Scotland’s hidden places; military establishments 
which do not appear on local maps.  

The report was NOTED 

6.3. Treasurer 

6.3.1. Accounts 

The Treasurer gave a breakdown of expenditure on the resident’s survey: to Royal 
Mail, £112.80; to Pace Print, £276.00; to distribution, £500.  The current bank 
balance is £2,596 

The report was NOTED. 

6.3.2. Insurance 

Notice had been received that the City of Edinburgh Council (CEC) will no longer 
arrange insurance for Community Councils (and deduct the sum from the annual 
grant payment)   It will now fall to each Community Council to organise their own 
insurance payment from the grant monies issued to them by CEC. The current 
arrangements expire on 1 May 2017. 
 
ACTION: The Secretary to advise the Treasurer of the current policy and any 
changes in conditions. 
 
ACTION: The Treasurer to advise LDCC of renewal costs for the policy at the 
next meeting. 
6.4. Secretary 

The Secretary reported on recent correspondence. 

6.4.1. Garden waste 

LDCC received a briefing note of changes to the schedule for collection of garden 
waste; the new arrangement is for a three-week collection throughout the year. The 
note contains details of how the information is being communicated to households. 

6.4.2. Twitter day 

A ‘Twitter hour’ is to be held for Community Councils on 7 March from 8.00pm. It will 
give Community Councils an opportunity to tweet on the topic of ‘Engaging the Wider 
Community’ using hashtag #ScottishCCs. Further information is available at: 
http://www.communitycouncils.scot/join-our-scottishccs--twitter-hour-on-7-
march.html. 

The reports were NOTED. 

6.5. Nominated groups 

http://www.communitycouncils.scot/join-our-scottishccs--twitter-hour-on-7-march.html
http://www.communitycouncils.scot/join-our-scottishccs--twitter-hour-on-7-march.html


6.5.1. SEECAT 

Derek Jardine reported that the local churches were happy to assist with the 
proposed gala day in 2018, and LDCC’s representation was welcomed to a 
forthcoming event in The Inch. 

The report was NOTED. 

ACTION: Derek Jardine to supply the date of the event to the Chair. 

6.5.2. Gracemount Community Project 

Steven Hendry reported that the Project had secured £500 through £iberton 
Gilmerton Decides to purchase exhibition boards for the Mansion House. 

The report was NOTED. 

6.5.3. Liberton Association 

Stuart Fleming reported a healthy attendance at the coffee morning and talk held on 
11 February.  

The report was NOTED. 

6.5.4 FoSKaP 

Su Millar reported that FoSKaP had now completed the documentation for 
nominated group status, and announced that Sandra Hendry would be the 
representative on LDCC. 

The report was NOTED. 

6.6. Edinburgh Association of Community Councils (EACC) & Civic Forum 

Jim Henry reported on a meeting of the EACC that was spent largely on resolving 
finances, though also featured a talk on new council set up and delivering services. 
by Nick Croft. The next Civic Forum meeting takes place on 7 March. 

The report was NOTED. 

6.7. Planning 

Jim Henry reported on the planned development for student accommodation on the 
site of the current Braidburn Inn: a new application had not been shown on the 
relevant weekly list.  Jim reported that concerns had been raised by a neighbouring 
community council before planning consent had been issued but these had been 
ignored by the CEC and the application approved. 
 

 



Jim Henry also reported the nearby ACE Garage site has also been the subject of a 
planning application. LDCC has already commented on this application, and this, 
along with other planning responses can be found on the LDCC website.   
 

Jim Henry, John Wilkinson and Peter Schwarz are currently working on a response 
to the Scottish Government’s consultation paper on planning: People, Places and 
Planning. The consultation paper is organised under four broad headings:  (1) 
Making plans for the future, (2) People make the system work, (3) Building more 
homes and delivering infrastructure, (4) Stronger leadership and smarter resourcing. 
Closing date for comments is 4 April. Further information can be found at:  
http://www.gov.scot/Publications/2017/01/3486/4. 

The report was NOTED. 

7. Questions from the public 

7.1. Janitor services 

Steven Hendry asked Councillor Austin Hart about out-of-hours access to the 
Mansion House for private functions. Councillor Austin Hart replied that this would 
require janitors to open the building, must be done in advance, and would incur 
costs. 

The information was NOTED. 

7.2. Funding 

Steven Hendry asked Councillor Bill Cook about the availability of £37,000 CEC 
funding related to a Lottery bid. Councillor Bill Cook stated that this was ‘matching’ 
funding to support the bid; since the bid was unsuccessful, it was unlikely that the 
funds would be available. 

ACTION: Councillor Bill Cook to clarify the status of the funds to Steven 
Hendry. 

8. A.O.B. 

8.1. Liberton High School 

John Wilkinson drew attention to an Evening News report announcing a Fatal 
Accident Enquiry into the death of Keane Wallis-Bennett following the collapse of a 
wall at the school.  The Inquiry will begin on 5 June, with a preliminary hearing on 3 
March.   

The report was NOTED. 

8.2 Vote of thanks 

Su Millar led a vote of thanks to Councillors Bill Cook and Norma Austin Hart for their 
work over the years and their support to the LDCC. 

http://www.gov.scot/Publications/2017/01/3486/4


The gesture was APPROVED. 

9. Date of next meeting 

27 March 2017, at 7.00 pm in Liberton Kirk Halls. 
 
 
 


