
75th Ordinary Meeting of Liberton and District Community Council 

Monday 27th June 2016 at 7.00 pm Liberton Kirk Halls. 
 

Members Present: 
Jim Henry, Chairperson. Peter Schwarz, Associate Member 

Michael Rea, Member. Su Millar, Member. John Wilkinson, Member 

Stewart Sandilands, Secretary. Lyn Watts, SEECAT. Caro Wilkinson, Member 

Jean Fowler, Member. Amy Richards FOSKAP. Cllr Bill Cook. Stuart Fleming, Liberton 

Association. Graeme Forbes, Member. 

In Attendance: 

Constable Cairns, Police Scotland. Bryan Wilson, Member of Public. Stuart Salter, Geddes. 

Apologies: 
Cllr Norma Austin Hart. Cllr Nick Cook. Cllr Keith Robson, Cllr Bill Cook 

Ian Murray MP. Marion Stevenson, Mike Edwards, Members.  

 

Intimation. The Chairperson welcomed all present especially Amy Richards who was attending her 

first meeting as the FOSKAP representative. 

 

Apologies. Apologies were received as intimated above. 

 

Approval of Minute from Previous Meeting. Approval of the Minute for the 74th Meeting was 

moved by Jean Fowler and seconded by John Wilkinson. 

 

Presentation re application for Planning Permission in principle for 15/05819/PAN Land 292 

Meters West of 10 Gilmerton Station Road, Edinburgh. (Lasswade Road) 

Stuart Salter made a presentation re plans for 400 new homes and acknowledged that the land in 

question was not within the Liberton area but he had already spoken to Gilmerton and Inch CC 

(GICC) and canvassed their views and was keen to consult as widely as possible. Several members 

expressed strong opinions concerning the sheer volume of developments on the southern perimeter 

of the city and in Midlothian which took no account of the infrastructure in the Liberton area. The 

roads were already struggling to cope with the volume of traffic and questions were asked re who 

was providing schools, doctors surgeries and other public services. Stuart acknowledged that these 

issues had also been expressed by GICC. Concern was also expressed that there was no longer any 

cognizance taken of green belt land. Stuart thanked the CC for their input and undertook to inform 

us when the application is submitted. 

 

Matters arising 

(I) Review of E Division Policing Operating Model. As discussed at last meeting changes are 

already underway within the Edinburgh Policing Division but the Police are still keen to 

consult the public and t that end a survey monkey is available on the Police Scotland 

web site. 

(II) Lidicoco. Su Millar asked that an A5 version of the planned questionnaire be circulated to 

members and that they in turn ask friends and relatives to answer the questions to test the 

document. Amy Richards offered to assist with the interpretation/analysis of the 

responses 

(III) Goods Corner. Local residents had been contacted by the Chairperson re the most 

recent developments but no responses received. 

(IV) Boundary Walk. Caro Wilkinson reported that the Boundary walk planned for 3/7/16 

would last approx. 90 minutes and would be joined by Patrick Chaney, a Natural History 

expert who would act as a guide. 

Reports 

Chairperson's Report. The Chairperson reported that he was disappointed with the most recent 



incarnation of the Edinburgh Planning Concordat and was unhappy with the review process carried 

out through the Civic Forum. A renewed application had been submitted for 10 (previously 11) 

houses on land at rear of west side of Liberton Brae. The CC objection remained the same, on land 

not included in the LDP and poor access to the main road. 

Police Report There had been a reduction in crime, 40 committed with 15 solved. The most serious 

were 4 HB’s at dwelling houses. Local police were undertaking initiatives to tackle traffic issues, 

speeding, parking and drink driving. Pub Watch was meeting every month with 6 local licensed 

premises involved and Police had been accompanied by CEC Cllrs on pub visits. Mike Rea raised 

the issue of parking on pavements which the police accepted was a grey area but Mike was hopeful 

that legislation going through Holyrood would address this. 

Treasurer's Report. John Wilkinson confirmed that last year’s accounts had been signed off and 

would be submitted to CEC. The account had a balance of £2900 

Secretary's Report. Stewart Sandilands circulated the local Councillors monthly report. 

Nominations are invited for the Scottish Heritage Angel Awards. Nominees are those volunteers 

who help better understand, protect and value Scotland’s heritage and history. The closing date is 

12
th

 August.   

Neighbourhood Partnership Report. There was no report. The next meeting is on 15
th

 June. 

 

Sub-Committee Reports 

Planning. As per Chairpersons Report 

Environment. CW reported that the open day at the Gracemount walled garden had been a success 

and that the addition of three paid gardeners had added to that success. 

Communications. There had been no meeting of the group.   

Community Priorities. A meeting had taken place on 15
th

 June when previous drafts were 

discussed and changes were agreed. PS was keen to discuss how best to analyse the results and this 

will be taken forward. Work is still ongoing to finalise the Freepost process and SS has stated he 

will be happy to be the addressee of responses. 

SEECAT Lyn Watts reported that a pre Referendum hustings had been arranged at the Hub. While 

not well attended it did allow both sides of the argument to be heard. The Service of Healing at the 

Balmwell will now be held on Pentecost Sunday, 4
th

 June 2017. LW also announced that after 

August she would be replaced as the SEECAT representative. 

FOSKAP.  Amy Richards informed the CC that a funding application had been made to purchase 

more plants and fruit trees. The gym appeared to be on hold with funding the issue. The use of 

motorbikes in the park appeared to be on the rise with the good weather and this was acknowledged 

by the Police who will give attention. 

Liberton Association. Stuart Fleming informed the CC that the Association AGM had been held on 

6
th

 June attended by 40/50 members and he circulated their newsletter. 

 

Topics for Discussion & Information 

(I) Edinburgh Association of Community Councils. SS attended the meeting on 9
th

 June. A 

presentation was given on the Community Empowerment legislation by Ian Turner, 

Scottish Government. The legislation allows CC’s to take on additional responsibilities 

but in the event also requires CC’s to register as business’s and have insurance cover. 

Further conversation took place regarding the former office bearer and the problems 

caused by access to the previous website. The next meeting will be on 3
rd

 September. 

(II)  20 MPH Speed Limit Correspondence had been received re the proposed introduction of 

20mph limits on various roads in Edinburgh beginning with the city centre. CEC asked 

that any objections be submitted by 1
st
 July. 

(III) Civic Forum. Peter Schwarz attended on behalf of the CC and reported that in various 

contributions the Transport supremo indicated a desire to work more closely with 

planners, the Planning Concordat was generally well received but it was acknowledged 

that developers do not do what they say they will and LDP 2 is expected at the end of 



June. 

(IV) Edinburgh Airport Airspace Change Programme. SS explained that Edinburgh 

Airport was undertaking a public consultation, open online until 12/09, on the approach 

routes to the airport. Existing routes are based on 1950’s technology but new ground and 

satellite technology allows more precise routes to be flown. They are asking what local 

factors need to be considered. Once new draft routes have been designed a further 

consultation will be circulated. Members are invited to visit Letsgofurther.com  

Public Questions  
(I) Bryan Wilson raised a concern about poor lighting on footpaths within Nellfield adjacent to 

the Mount Vernon Cemetery. Cllr Bill Cook asked if the lighting was local authority or 

private and undertook to look further into the matter. 

(II)  BW also reported that the volume of HGV’s delivering to Margiottas in Lasswade Road had 

reduced and that any were now offloading at a warehouse located elsewhere. A survey 

had been conducted by CEC regarding possible work to narrow the entrance to Yewlands 

Gardens.    

 

AOCB 

 

The Chairperson closed the meeting at 21.00 hours. 

 

Date of Next Meeting 
29

th
 August 2016 at 7pm in Liberton Kirk Halls. 

 

 


