
LIBERTON & DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 

DRAFT MINUTES FOR EXTRA-ORDINARY MEETING 
 

THURSDAY 13TH OCTOBER 2016, GRACEMOUNT HIGH SCHOOL 
 

[Notes taken initially by Samuel Ho] 
 
Present : Tony Barry, Mike Blackshaw, Jean Fowler, Jim Henry, 
Michael Rea and Caro Wilkinson. 
 
Ex-Officio Member: Councillor Bill Cook. 
 
In attendance: Sam Ho (City of Edinburgh Council – Committee 
Services) and Graeme Forbes. 
 
1 INTRODUCTION BY COUNCILLOR BILL COOK. 
 
Councillor Bill Cook welcomed those present to the first meeting of  
the new Liberton & District Community Council 
 
2 MEMBERSHIP OF COMMUNITY COUNCIL/ELECTION RESULTS 
 
It was advised that there had been nine nominations for the twelve 
elected member places on Liberton & District Community Council, 
therefore an election had not been required. There was also 
provision for six nominated members (local interest groups), three 
groups had elected to fill these vacancies and named individuals had 
been submitted. There were three places available for elected 
members and three for nominated members which could be filled by 
co-option to the Community Council. 
 
The following individuals had been elected: 
 
Tony Barry, Mike Blackshaw, Jean Fowler, Jim Henry, Susan Millar, 
Michael Rea, Amy Richards, Caroline Wilkinson and John Wilkinson. 
 
The following named individuals and groups had been elected: 
 
Steven Hendry – Gracemount Community Project 
 
Derek Jardine – South East Edinburgh Churches Acting Together 



 
Stuart Fleming – The Liberton Association 
 
3 APPOINTMENT OF OFFICE BEARERS. 
 
The following positions, having been moved and seconded, were 
appointed: 
 
Chairperson – Caroline Wilkinson 
 
Moved by Jean Fowler, Seconded by Michael Rea 
 
Treasurer – John Wilkinson 
 
Moved by Caroline Wilkinson, Seconded by Michael Rea 
 
Secretary (in absentia) – Amy Richards 
 
Moved by Caroline Wilkinson, Seconded by Jim Henry 
 
4. [Notes taken by CW] 
 
Important information about community councils: 
 

- Cllr Cook distributed copies of our Constitution and Standing 
Orders (for behaviour and conduct of the CC) 

- Information about our annual grant (c. #700) 
- The CC meetings have been in the Kirk Halls up till now, though 

they could be anywhere else in the CC area 
- There are induction and support sessions and packs with 

information available; and we will be sent notices of events. 
The EACC (Edinburgh Association of Community Councils) was 
also mentioned 

- Future meetings: there must be a minimum of 7 meetings  
throughout the year, including an A.G.M 

- Associated interest groups (Nominated Groups) mentioned 
- Our association with the Liberton & Gilmerton Neighbourhood 

Partnership discussed (this consists of elected members, 
representatives of local groups e.g. CCs, community 
associations etc, and other stakeholders such as police and 
health officials  

 



Standing items/other items of business from the previous 
Chairperson of LDCC, Jim Henry: 
 

- EACC: Jim has attended these meetings up till now, and is 
happy to continue. He mentioned that there are not enough 
representatives who attend from other CCs (13/43) 

- PLANNING: Jim is also happy to continue in the role of planning 
expert who scrutinizes the weekly lists of planning 
applications. It will be helpful for the new CC to set up a 
planning committee to endorse Jim’s undertakings. He also 
mentioned the related organisation, the Civic Forum, which 
meets 4 times a year – organised by the Cockburn Society.  

- On the Strategic Plan: the 2nd version of SESPlan (to take 
planning up to 2038) – the basis for the next Development 
Plan. Liberton is in the S.E.Edinburgh strategic area 

- Jim will bring a draft for the next meeting 
- Jim feels that he has done his best to honour the role of CCs, 

and added that the views of the public are vital 
 
Cllr Cook’s contributions and words of wisdom: 

- He spoke about 18 Liberton Brae and generally about our 
important role in consulting the public about applications 
WITHIN Liberton & District 

- He maintained that it’s easy for us to complain about officials, 
who do actually do their best and are governed by professional 
standards; councillors’ behavior has to be transparent and 
impartial. He also pointed out that councillors can either use 
their voice (their personal view) OR they can vote  

- We discussed the (de facto) appeals-led system  
 
Cllr Cook then mentioned all our ex-officio members: 4 CEC 
councillors, M.P., 2 constituency M.S.P.s and the list M.S.P.s for 
Lothian Region, and (?) all M.E.P.s. This was taken from the 
Scheme for CCs. 
It was decided that all of them should be invited to meetings, 
especially to meetings about the SESPlan 
His final plea: “Speak through the Chair”! 
 
NEXT MEETING: MONDAY 31.10.16, 7.00 P.M., KIRK HALLS 


