
Liberton & District Community Council 

 

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 28 November 2016  

at  Liberton Kirk Halls, 7:00-8:50pm 

 

Members present: Caro Wilkinson (Chair), Michael Blackshaw, Graeme Forbes 

(Minutes), Steven Hendry (GCP), Jim Henry, Derek Jardine (SEECAT), Michael Rea, 

Amy Richards, John Wilkinson (Treasurer). 

In Attendance: Councillor Keith Robson, PC Craig Cairns (Police Scotland), 

Sandra Hendry, Kathleen Leach, Ian Strachan, Bryan Wilson.  

 

 

1 WELCOME 

 

 The Chair welcomed members and visitors, and proposed changes to the 

running order. 

The changes to the running order were AGREED. 

 

2 APOLOGIES 

 

 Apologies had been received from Ian Murray MP, Councillor Norma Austin 

Hart, Councillor Bill Cook, Councillor Nick Cook, Andrew Gallacher (CEC), 

Tony Barry, Norman Berger, Jean Fowler (Secretary), Peter Schwarz. 

 

3 APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

 Approval of the minutes of the meeting of 31 October 2016 was proposed 

by John Wilkinson, seconded by Jim Henry. 

The minutes of the meeting of 31 October were APPROVED. 

 

4 REPORTS (Part 1) 

 

4.1 Police Report 

 PC Cairns provided crime statistics in the ward for the year-to-date. 

 Serious assaults 13; increase of 1 from last year, though detection 

rate up by 3.8% to 53.8% 

 Robbery 7; decrease of 1 from last year, with detection rate up by 

21.4% to 71.4% 

 Dishonesty (including house-breaking, thefts from motor vehicles and 
thefts of motor vehicles) 588; decrease of 141 from last year, though 

detection rate decreased by 0.6% to 22.3%. 

 Vandalism: 249; decrease of 34 instances from last year, with 

detection rate increased by 1.2% to 18.9%. 

PC Cairns also reported few incidents this year linked to fireworks and 

bonfires, and alerted the L&DCC to increased policing at Cameron Toll 

during the Festive season. PC Cairns was also made aware of a recent assault 

on a shopkeeper in the area, and concerns about speeding on Lasswade 

Road. 

The report was NOTED  



 

5 MATTERS ARISING 

 

5.1 Margiotta’s Store 

 Bryan Wilson continued to raise concerns about the effect of the store’s 

operations on local residents, though made it clear that the residents were 

not campaigning for removal of the store.  

 

5.1.1 Noise 

The Environmental Health Survey had shown the noise levels from the 

store’s refrigeration fan to be too high, but remedial work and a follow-up 

survey had been subject to delay. Bryan Wilson was invited to contact 

Councillor Robson to escalate the issue.   

The suggestion was NOTED. 

 

5.1.2 Goods vehicles in Yewlands Gardens 
Local residents continued to be concerned about goods vehicles’ use of 

Yewlands Gardens for turning in order to make deliveries to the store, 

particularly with regard to residents’ safety.  It was suggested that the 

L&DCC should support the residents in escalating this complaint, though 

there was no agreement on how this should be pursued. The Chair 

volunteered to explore how best this might be addressed 

ACTION: Chair to discuss L&DCC role with Bryan Wilson. 

 

6 SURVEY ANALYSIS 

 

 Amy Richards presented an analysis of the L&DCC survey. 452 responses 

were received, comprising 7.2% of the area’s households. 193 of the 

responses provided 232 additional comments to the issues listed on the 

survey. Of the listed issues, Roads & Pavements was by far the most 

frequently selected issue, by 91% of respondents.  Amongst the other issues, 

there were variations in frequency across the sub-divisions of the L&DCC 

area, e.g. a majority of Howdenhall residents wish improvements to bus and 

cycle routes, whereas most Gracemount residents wished increased green 

spaces.  Amy and Peter Schwarz were commended for their work.  It was 

suggested that the results be published on the L&DCC website, and residents 

be encouraged to continue to respond online. The Chair invited L&DCC 

members to a further meeting to focus on the survey and to use the analysis 

to develop a programme of work for the coming year. 

ACTION: The survey results and analysis to be made available by Peter 

Schwarz on the L&DCC website. 

ACTIONS: L&DCC members to contact the Chair with their availability 

for a meeting on Monday 5 December 

 

7 QUESTIONS TO THE COUNCILLOR 

 

7.1 Liberton High School 

 Mike Rea had been approached to inquire about building standards and 

regulations relating to the collapsed modesty wall and the death of Keane 

Wallis-Bennett  at Liberton H.S. in April 2014. Councillor Robson agreed to 



look into this and report back at the next meeting. The Councillor also 

announced that a Fatal Accident Enquiry was being scheduled, though no 

criminal prosecutions would be pursued.  

ACTION: Councillor Robson to report on the issue at the next L&DCC 

meeting.  

The announcement was NOTED. 

 

7.2 Little Road 

 Mike Blackshaw asked the Councillor to take up complaints about the 

damage to the surface of Little Road following building work and the lack of 

repairs. Councillor Robson agreed to pursue this issue and report back by 

the next meeting. 

ACTION: Councillor Robson to report on progress with the issue at the 

next meeting. 

  

7.3 Transformation Edinburgh 
 John Wilkinson asked about progress with the CEC’s Transformation 

programme. Councillor Robson suggested that a Council officer might attend 

a future meeting to speak about progress. 

The suggestion was APPROVED. 

ACTION: Councillor Robson to arrange a visit. 

 

8 REPORTS (Part 2) 

 

8.1 Treasurer 

 John Wilkinson reported an L&DCC bank balance of £2,792. 

The report was NOTED. 

 

8.2 SEECAT 

 Derek Jardine drew attention to the annual carol singing at Morrison’s store, 

and the leaflet of events available in the Kirk Hall.  

The report was NOTED. 

 

8.3 Gracemount Community Project (GCP) 

 Steve Hendry drew attention to a forthcoming exhibition featuring the social 

history of the Gracemount mansion, inspired by John Boag.  

The report was NOTED. 

 

8.4 Edinburgh Association of Community Councils (EACC) 

 Jim Henry reported from the AGM that membership of the EACC had 

increased to over twenty community councils. The meeting had been given a 

presentation by Andrew Kerr, CEC Chief Executive, on the City Council’s 

mission, the role of the new councillors, and the implications of the reported 

£2 billion City Deal. Jim also reported that the EACC’s Financial report had 

not be approved. The next EACC Executive meeting would take place in 

February 2017. 

The report was NOTED. 

 

9 PLANNING 

 



9.1 SESPlan2 

 Jim Henry reported that he and Peter Schwarz had responded on behalf of 

the L&DCC to SESPlan2. The response was now available on the L&DCC 

website. Local Development Plans derived from SESPlan2 are expected next 

year. 

The report was NOTED. 

 

9.2 Braid Hills Golf Range 

 Jim Henry suggested that no representation was necessary for this 

development. 

The suggestion was ACCEPTED. 

 

9.3 Goods Corner 

Jim Henry drew attention to revisions to the application for construction of 

student accommodation on the site. L&DCC has submitted an objection on 

the basis of Neighbours’ concerns 
ACTION: Jim to provide a status report at the next meeting. 

 

9.4 Planning information 

Jim Henry reminded L&DCC that the weekly planning list can be found on 

the L&DCC website.  

The reminder was NOTED. 

  

10 ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

 

10.1 St Catherine’s Park 

 Sandra Hendry drew attention to the installation of the open air multi-gym, 

bird and bat boxes, and celebration of the park next year. It was noted that 

Liberton Park and 7 Acre Park also had open air multi-gyms. 

The report was NOTED. 

 

10.2 South East Locality Improvement Plan (SELIP) 

 Andrew Gallacher, CEC Partnership Development had been scheduled to 

give a presentation on SELIP, but was unable to attend. Instead, PC Craig had 

been asked to distribute a single sheet multi-agency survey with two 

questions: “What should Edinburgh be like in 2050?” and “What are your top 

priorities for your local community over the next five years?” The survey will 

be used to help develop the South east Locality Improvement Plan. A longer 

version of the survey can be found at 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/YM85K8X  

There does not appear to be a closing date for the survey, so all were urged 

to complete it online or on the paper form. 

ACTION: all to complete the SELIP survey.   

 

11 DATES OF NEXT MEETINGS 

 Monday 5 December 2016, 7.00pm (Focus meeting) 

Monday 30 January 2016, Liberton Kirk Halls, 7:00pm 

 

 

 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/YM85K8X

