
Liberton & District Community Council 

 

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 31 October 2016  

at  Liberton Kirk Halls, 7:00-9:10pm 

 

Members present: Caro Wilkinson (Chair), Tony Barry, Norman Berger, Michael 

Blackshaw, Graeme Forbes, Jean Fowler, Steven Hendry, Jim Henry, Su Millar, 

Michael Rea, Amy Richards, John Wilkinson (Treasurer). 

In Attendance: PC Christopher Harris (Police Scotland), Sheila MacIsaac, Bryan 

Wilson.  

 

 

1 WELCOME 

 

 The Chair welcomed members and visitors to the new Community Council. 

 

2 APOLOGIES 

 

 Apologies had been received from Ian Murray MP, Councillor Norma Austin 

Hart, Councillor Bill Cook, Councillor Nick Cook, Councillor Keith Robson, 

Peter Schwarz. 

 

3 ELECTION OF OFFICE BEARERS 

 

 Jean Fowler was elected Secretary, proposed by the Chair, seconded by 

Michael Blackshaw; Amy Richards was elected Vice-Chair, proposed by John 

Wilkinson, seconded by Michael Blackshaw.  

The election of the office-bearers was AGREED. 

 

4 APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

 Approval of the minutes of the meeting of 13 October 2016 was proposed 

by Jim Henry, seconded by Jean Fowler. 

The minutes of the meeting of 13 October 2016 were APPROVED. 

 

4 MATTERS ARISING 
 

4.1 Community Priorities Survey 

 Su Millar outlined the methodology adopted for the survey. There had been 

over 450 responses to date. Amy Richards and Peter Schwarz were 

undertaking analysis of the responses. 

ACTION: Amy and Peter will present findings at the next meeting 

 

4.2 Margiotta’s Store 

 Bryan Wilson voiced continued concerns about the effect of the store’s 

operations on local residents. There were two issues potentially requiring 

Community Council action: 

 

4.2.1 Noise: Environmental Health had recommended remedial work to be 

completed by mid-November on the store’s refrigeration system to reduce 



noise levels. It was suggested that this be monitored, and if there was 

evidence of continued non-compliance, then the Community Council would 

make representations to Environmental Health.  

The concerns were NOTED. 

 

4.2.2 Goods vehicles in Newlands Gardens: Local residents continued to be 

concerned about goods vehicles’ use of Newlands Gardens for turning in 

order to make deliveries to the store, citing instances of damage to property 

and safety issues. PC Christopher Harris advised that any suspected illegal 

acts be reported to the police.    

The concerns were NOTED. 

 

4.3 Liberton Brae burst water main 

 Work was currently underway to repair the damage caused by the burst 

water main on Liberton Brae. 

The information was NOTED.  
 

4.5 Open Space Strategy 2021 

 The Chair was advised that consultation on Edinburgh’s draft Open Space 

Strategy - Open Space 2021 – closed on 29 October. 

The information was NOTED. 

 

4.6 CEC allotment consultation 

 The Chair was advised that consultation on Edinburgh’s Third Allotment 

Strategy 2015-2025 had closed on 18 October. 

The information was NOTED. 

 

5 CO-OPTED MEMBERS 

 The following members were co-opted: Graeme Forbes, proposed by Su 

Millar, seconded by John Wilkinson; Peter Schwarz, proposed by Jean Fowler, 

seconded by Jim Henry; Norman Berger, proposed by Michael Blackshaw, 

seconded by John Wilkinson. The co-opted members bring the L&DCC to 

full complement. 

It was AGREED to co-opt the three members. 

 

6 PUBLIC QUESTIONS 

 

6.1 Traffic issues 

 Concerns were raised about the junction at the foot of Liberton Brae, 

including: (1) The tendency of southbound traffic from Mayfield road to 

encroach on traffic bound for Kirkbrae,  and (2) The lack of signage on 

Mayfield road advising drivers to select the correct lane for travel up 

Liberton Brae or Kirkbrae. It was suggested that road marking might be 

applied to junction to aid drivers, and recommended that data on road traffic 

accidents on the junction be gathered to support the case for action. 

ACTION: The chair to arrange for data gathering and raise the issue 

with the Council’s Area Road manager, Alan Dunlop 

 

 

 



7 REPRESENTATION 

 

7.1 Edinburgh Association of Community Councils 

 Jim Henry had represented the L&DCC on the EACC. Other members were 

also able to attend the meetings but only the nominated representative 

would have voting rights. 

It was AGREED that Jim Henry would continue to represent the 

L&DCC on the EACC. 

 

7.2 Civic Forum 

 Jim Henry spoke about the Civic Forum, managed by the Cockburn 

Association: the Forum met quarterly, and offered an opportunity to liaise 

with staff from the Council’s Planning Department.  

It was AGREED that Jim Henry would continue to attend Civic Forum 

meetings as a representative of L&DCC. 

 
8 REPORTS 

 

8.1 Police 

 PC Christopher Harris reported that the new policing structure had been 

implemented, with a smaller, but ‘ring-fenced’ community policing team of 

eight officers covering South East Edinburgh and the City Centre. The 

following crime statistics, comparing January-September 2016 to the same 

period last year, were noted: 

 Total crimes down 3.5% (excluding on-the-spot penalties for some 

road traffic offences; 

 Crimes of dishonesty down 18.7%; 

 Housebreaking down 30%;  

 Fire-raising & vandalism down 14.5% 

 Drug offences down 5%; 

 Breaches of the Peace down 19% 

PC Harris commented that specific crime targeting by Community 

Investigation Units had contributed to these results. He also advised that 

detection of drug supply was up by 12% and encouraged residents to phone 

Crimestoppers at 0800111999 to report crimes. 

The report was NOTED. 

 
8.2 Chair’s report 

 The Chair reminded the Community Council of its purpose. She sought ideas 

for events or initiatives that would foster greater community engagement. 

Suggestions for a gala day with floats, regular newsletters available in local 

shops, notices on bus shelters, pop-up stalls were proffered. 

ACTION: All to bring ideas to the next meeting. 

 

8.3 Liberton-Gilmerton Neighbourhood Partnership 

 John Wilkinson outlined the role of the Neighbourhood Partnership. 

It was AGREED that John would continue to represent the L&DCC at 

Neighbourhood Partnership meetings.  

 



8.4 Committees 

 The Chair sought suggestions on the formation of sub-groups or committees 

to take forward L&DCC initiatives.  It was suggested that there was a need 

for standing groups to alert the L&DCC to ongoing topics such as planning, 

but also for short-term task & finish groups to tackle specific issues. It was 

also suggested that it would be useful to devote a brainstorming session to 

determine what further groups might be required, with particular reference 

to the results of the Community Survey   

It was AGREED to continue with a Planning Group, to be led by Jim 

Henry. 

ACTION: The Chair to convene a meeting to determine a programme 

of work based on the Community Survey. 

 

8.5 Planning & Public Services 

  

8.5.1 Strategic Development Plan for Edinburgh & South East Scotland: 
Jim Henry spoke to his paper assessing SESPlan 2. The plan can be found at 

www.sesplan.gov.uk. Representations can be submitted up to 5:00pm on 24 

November 2016. It was suggested that comments be sent to Jim.  

ACTION: Jim and Peter Schwarz to consolidate comments and submit a 

response on behalf of L&DCC. 

ACTION: L&DCC comments to be made available by Peter on the 

L&DCC website. 

 

8.5.2 Braid Hills Golf Centre: Jim Henry alerted the L&DCC to plans to extend 

the driving range facility and landscaping works. Details can be found on the 

City Council Planning Portal: https://citydev-portal.edinburgh.gov.uk. 

The information was NOTED. 

 

8.6 Nominated Groups 

 

8.6.1 Gracemount Community Project: Steven Hendry provided an update 

on the Gracemount Community Project and distributed flyers for events at 

the Gracemount Mansion House, the Walled Garden and the Edinburgh 

Food Social.  

ACTION: Graeme Forbes to place flyers on L&DCC Twitter. 

  

9 ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

 

9.1 Vintage Vibes 

 Su Miller spoke about the Vintage Vibes service, providing volunteer-based 

services to tackle isolation and loneliness among the over-60s in Edinburgh, 

and particularly Liberton. and distributed flyers. 

ACTION: Graeme Forbes to place flyers on L&DCCTwitter. 

 

10 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

 Monday 28 November 2016, Liberton Kirk Halls, 7.00pm. 

 

 

 

http://www.sesplan.gov.uk/
https://citydev-portal.edinburgh.gov.uk/

