
MINUTES OF 61st ORDINARY MEETING OF LIBERTON & DISTRICT 

COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

 

Monday 23rd February, 2015 at 7 p.m., Liberton Kirk Halls. 

 

Members present: Jim Henry (Chair), John Wilkinson (Treasurer), Cllr Nick Cook, 

Stewart Laird LGNP), Cllr Bill Cook, Lyn Watts (SEECAT), Mike Rea (Member), Caro 

Wilkinson (Member), Cllr Keith Robson, Cllr Norma Austin Hart, Mike Edwards 

(Member), Su Millar (Member), Ian Murray (MP). 

 

In Attendance: Euan Smith (Police Scotland), PC Craig Cairns (162E), Graeme Forbes 

(public), Yvonne Summers (public). 

 

I. Apologies: Stewart Sandilands (Secretary), Jean Fowler (Member), Marion Stevenson 

(Member), Peter Schwarz (Associate Member), Stewart Fleming (Liberton Association). 

 

II. Intimation: The Chairperson welcomed everyone to the meeting, and apologies were 

received as intimated above. 

 

III. Approval of the minutes from the previous meeting (the 60th) on 26th January, was 

moved by Caro Wilkinson and seconded by John Wilkinson. 

 

IV. Matters arising from previous Minutes: 

 

i) Frogston Road. Construction of the crossing to start in August. 

 

ii) Speed bumps in Frogston Road  no response yet. 

 

iii) Bus stop notices – Cllr Austin Hart still to get back on this. 

 

iv) EACC – Jim Henry reported that the Chairperson had died. 

The recent meeting to find a way ahead had been reasonably well attended and those 

present took part in facilitated discussions on what they wanted to see from the EACC. It 

was agreed that a Steering Group would be set up to map out the way ahead as a basis for 

further discussion. 

 

v) Mortonhall Estate pathways: there has been a meeting with the landowner, who has 

ploughed his fields near the edge, but in most places leaving a headrig. The walkers were 

concerned it was making it more difficult for them.. The Chairperson agreed to contact 

the CEC access officer, to determine whether the owners were in breach of the law or not, 

as the current legislation is not very clear. 

 

vi) At the last meeting Jim Henry suggested using the names of local reservoirs for the 

new streets in Alnwickhill WTW. This idea was considered by CEC as being a good 

suggestion. 

 



vii) Youth Achievement Awards: Stewart Laird gave the date for this event – Thursday 

4th June, 6 – 8 p.m. in the Faith Mission, Gilmerton Road. There will be 6 awards, 

nonacademic (e.g. local hero – more suggestions requested). Stewart is also looking for 

sponsorship which cannot be provided by L&DCC. 

 

V. REPORTS 

 

a) Chair: Jim Henry had on 29th January attended the quarterly meeting of the EACC. On 

31st January he attended the special meeting of the EACC where there was much 

discussion of where the organisation is going, with only 15 community councils in 

attendance. However, a decision was taken to continue, and to set up a steering 

committee, to decide on aims and goals; also to try to draw in members of community 

councils who don't normally take part. Networking with others is always useful. 

 

On 13th February, Marion Stevenson and Jim Henry attended a meeting with Kenny 

MacAskill, about Mortonhall. 

 

On 17th February the Chairperson had attended the Civic Forum. David Leslie (HoS) had 

reported on the situation with the Local Development Plan – the decision on this is being 

delayed until after the General Election on 8.5.2015. He reported on the Edinburgh 12  

the 12 major development proposals around Edinburgh being progressed.  

 

Concerns about the Liberton High School application have been taken up with David 

Leslie, as the Chairperson had been concerned about the quality of the supporting 

Planning Statement.  

 

 

b) Police: PC Craig Cairns grouped crimes into 7 different categories. Overall, crime is 

down by 44% over the year, though crimes involving indecency are up by 13%. House 

breakins and fire-raising are down. There has been some coldcalling in Howdenhall, but 

the police are on the case. 

 

Mike Rea expressed his concerns about police being drawn into the city centre from 

outlying areas at weekends, leading to a detrimental effect locally. Euan Smith, who 

attended at Mike’s invitation, assured us that there is flexibility built into the system, and 

police can be called back to outlying areas if needed. Jim Henry expressed the view that 

while this situation is regrettable, Mike must provide the Community Council with a clear 

course of action if he wishes to pursue this. Cllr Nick Cook suggested that Mike should 

go to the licensing forum with John Wilkinson. 

 

c) Treasurer: there is £ 2,400 (TBC) in the account. The problem of how we can 

legitimately spend this money was raised, again. 

 

d) Secretary: Stewart Sandilands was away but reported that there were no burning 

issues. The burst water main in Lasswade Road is now fixed. 

 



e) Neighbourhood Partnership: Stewart Laird commented on the large number of 

roadworks in the area, and the closure of the path on the east side of Lasswade Rd 

between Gilmerton Stn Rd and Gilmerton Dykes Rd (widening and resurfacing to create 

a shareduse cycleway); and on the damage to the new cycle path railings in Gilmerton. 

He also announced a Community Council session on the subject of Neighbourhood 

Partnerships on Wed 18th March, 6 – 8 p.m in the City Chambers (presentation on NPs, 

speaker, Q/A, 6 areabased workshops, and a general discussion about CC involvement in 

NPs). 

 

f) Subgroup reports: 

 

1) PLANNING: 

 

The Local Development Plan (LDP) 2 has been delayed until after the General Election. 

Meanwhile an emerging problem is that 7 applications for local sites have been refused or 

not determined. The Scottish Government Ministers normally commissions a report by a 

“reporter” (a delegated person), but they now want to take the decision about appeals 

themselves. There was a wideranging discussion about the planning system not working, 

with MP Ian Murray suggesting that CCs write to the Cabinet Secretary Alex Neil. Sites 

are not being treated equally around the city, and there are implications for our area. He 

emphasised that our CC input (objections) are very valid; and that the need for housing 

has to be balanced against application problems. Meanwhile green belt sites are 

increasingly under threat until changes in the LDP 2 are announced. Ian Murray 

has circulated a letter about the planning system, with suggestions to use as we see fit. 

Jim Henry reiterated that it was the view of L&DCC that it's time we had an LDPled 

rather than an appealsled system, and he will draft a letter to the Minister together with 

the planning sub group and that it would be circulated to all L&DCC members prior to 

posting. 

 

2) ENVIRONMENT: 

 

Caro Wilkinson reported on discussions held at the last group meeting on 9th February. 

We realize that little can be done now to influence the development at the Water 

Treatment Works site, but Caro expressed her concerns about developers doing the bare 

minimum when it comes to reducing CO2 emissions – they comply with “essential” 

regulations but never with “desirable” ones, which  would come closer to “passive 

housing” (totally sustainable housing which produces no emissions). Meanwhile all the 

targets for CO2 reductions are being missed, year on year. Cllr Robson announced that 

there is a Council meeting about these regulations on 26th February. 

 

Caro has also been trying to contact the headteacher of Liberton H.S. to sound him out 

about a possible Green Fair in the school later this year (with moral support from the CC 

and other groups), and trying also to track down Matt Jones who said he would lead an 

ecology walk in the area sometime. 

 

3) COMMUNICATIONS: 



The newsletter, and ideas from the whole CC, will be discussed at the next meeting. 

There has been no response yet from the secondary schools about school representation 

on the CC; and the next meeting of the subgroup is on Tuesday 17th March at 8 p.m.at 

Peter's house (t.b.c.) 

 

4) Public Services: 

Su Millar explained that there has not yet been a meeting of this group as 3 people in the 

group have left the CC, and that in any case it covers far too wide an area. She feels that 

there should be a link with the Local Community Plan, and is interested in sponsoring 

youth events. 

 

g) NOMINATED GROUPS: 

 

SEECAT Report, February 2015 

 

Cameron Toll Chaplaincy. At the SEECAT meeting it was reported that the Cameron 

Toll Centre is owned by an American company who were happy to allow a nativity play 

to be performed there. The Chaplaincy team will be having a time of prayer at the Costa 

Coffee shop on 23rd March. A newsletter about the Chaplains' work is available on the 

website. 

 

Easter week Interdenominational events: 

Passover supper 30th March. St John Vianney RC church 

Stations of the Cross. 1st April. St Catharine's RC Church 

Good Friday (3rd April) morning prayer walk to Morrisons, followed by a service outside 

the main entrance. Service at Gracemount School in the afternoon. 

 

Justice and Peace Group 

A meeting has been arranged at St John Vianney Church on 13th May to 

raise funds for two projects. The speakers will give information about these: the 

Grassmarket Project and the Muirhouse Youth Project. 

 

In the Autumn it is hoped to arrange another fund raising event. Further details 

will be available nearer the time. 

 

Credit Union 

The citywide merger has been approved, but administrative difficulties have 

delayed the launch. The venue at Gilmerton Community Centre will continue 

to be open twice weekly in the meantime. Good professional publicity is being 

produced. A donation from the MOD has been received and this will significantly help 

the start up process. A bus is being prepared so that the Credit Union will be able to act as 

a mobile bank. 

 

Liberton Kirk bicentenary 

As part of these celebrations there will be a Northumbrian Retreat Day at the Kirk on 21st 

March. 



 

Bethany 

Training is being offered to enable more people to befriend others, particularly homeless 

people, in a project called Pass the Baton. 

 

General Election 

Following the successful hustings arranged before the Referendum, it was suggested 

similar events might be organised prior to the General Election in May. Further details 

will follow. 

 

LIBERTON ASSOCIATION: noone present 

 

FOSKAP: There was a walk around the park at the weekend. A spot has been selected for 

the multigym, and more trees are being planted. There is still a problem at times with 

motorbikes. 

 

VI) TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION: 

 

a) Licensing Forum: John Wilkinson went to the last meeting  there was much 

discussion of the problems created by overprovision of alcohol, in all the many small 

new supermarkets in various parts of the city; and of “preloading”. 

 

b) HMICS (Her Majesty's Inspectorate of Constabulary Scotland) – there is a 

questionnaire to be completed by 6th March. Our Chairperson and Secretary had made 

comments and it was agreed the Secretary would recirculate to allow all members of 

L&DCC to contribute. 

 

c) There will be a workshop in Glasgow in April on “Planning, The People's 

Perspective”. It was suggested that the planning sub group members should go, and be 

refunded out of the CC fund (£10 per head). The meeting is an opportunity for 

community councillors to discuss planning 

 

VII) PUBLIC QUESTIONS:  none 

 

VIII) (AOCB) – the two members of the public in attendance were asked about their 

reaction to the meeting, and they claimed not to be put off! 

 

IX) DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING: MONDAY 30TH MARCH 2015, 7 P.M. IN 

LIBERTON KIRK HALLS 


