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Minute of 65th Ordinary Meeting of Liberton and District Community Council 
Monday 6th July 2015 at 7.00 pm St. Catherine’s Church Halls.      
 
Members Present: 
Jim Henry, Chairperson  Stewart Sandilands, Secretary    
Peter Schwarz, Associate Member Jean Fowler, Member    
Caro Wilkinson, Member  John Wilkinson, Treasurer   
Michael Rea, Member   Lyn Watts, SEECAT 
In Attendance 
PC Isla Craigie, Police Scotland.   
Emma Nugent, NHS   Jasmin Nasir Basir, NHS  
Apologies 
Ian Murray MP   Cllr Keith Robson  Cllr Nick Cook  
Graham Forbes   Su Millar   Marion Stevenson 
Stewart Laird    Cllr Bill Cook   Cllr Norma Austin Hart 
 
Intimation. The Chairperson welcomed all present and thanked those present and St 
Catherine’s Church for accommodating the change of date and venue for the meeting. 
Apologies. Apologies were received as intimated above. 
 
Approval of Minute from Previous Meeting. Approval of the Minute for the 64nd Meeting 
was moved by Jean Fowler and seconded by John Wilkinson.   
 
Matters Arising 
Speed Bumps, Mortonhall Park Avenue. There was no update on this matter and while a 
watching brief will be maintained by the CC it was agreed to remove it from the agenda. 
Edinburgh Association of Community Councils. Stewart Sandilands reported that the 

meeting was poorly attended, about 13 CC's.  Geoff Pearson resigned as Secretary and as a 

result the use of Basecamp had been discontinued. It appeared that the resignation was 

following personal attacks. The Chair asked for nominations for the post of Secretary and as 

none were forthcoming from those present he will contact all CC's asking for nominations. 

He will also contact all CC's re their nominated rep to EACC for correspondence and voting. 

The present office bearers still have no control over the web site and this is a work in 

progress to obtain passwords etc. from the previous Secretary. A sub group has been 

created to build a new web site. The Chair stated that he had issues with the present 

constitution of the EACC and believed that if it was restrictive and did not allow the 

organization to deal with the issues it felt it needed to then the constitution should be 

changed. A sub group was formed to address this. Discussion took place (very heated) on 

the Community Empowerment Bill. The Chair explained that CEC had spoken about changes 

to the financial arrangements for EACC which offered a huge increase in money available 

but it was not clear what the price of that would be. The Chair will meet with Nick Croft and 

circulate the outcome of that meeting. The next meeting will be on 24/9/15 

 



The Way Ahead. As Su Millar was not present there was no update on the possible 
amalgamation of the Planning and Public Services sub groups. This will be continued to the 
next meeting. 
Reports    
Chairperson's Report.  The Chairperson reported that he had been on holiday therefore 
little business had been conducted but he had attended a meeting of the Civic Forum where 
the forthcoming publication of the SESPlan Main Issues report was announced. 
Police Report.  PC Craigie gave a comprehensive list of the crime statistics for Liberton and 
Gilmerton areas including the welcome news that Housebreakings had decreased. Mike Rae 
asked if figures were available for solvency rates and PC Craigie undertook to have these 
made available. Stewart Sandilands asked about the previous day’s incident in which a male 
had been beaten with a bat in Captains Road. PC Craigie informed the CC that the male was 
still in hospital and that the CID were dealing. 
Treasurer's Report John Wilkinson stated that the CC had £2306 in its account with 
payment of £27 and £54 due to St Catherine’s Church and Liberton Kirk respectively for the 
hire of halls.  
Secretary's Report.  Stewart Sandilands stated that he had received a request from Paul 
Swan, Housing and Regeneration Manager who was keen to speak to the CC about the 
Neighbourhood Environment Programme (Housing and Roads Projects) 2016/17 which had 
been rebranded Liberton Gilmerton Decides. It was agreed he would be invited to either the 
August or September meeting. Stewart also raised the issue of the Community 
Empowerment (Scotland) Bill which had recently passed into law and gave local groups the 
opportunity to run local services/buildings but which appeared to be extremely 
complicated. This legislation had caused at great deal of disagreement at the EACC meeting 
(above) and an offer to attend a Scottish Government Community Planning Event covering 
the legislation had been received. Unfortunately a fee of £249 was required and it was 
universally felt that this was too much. The CC will await further correspondence giving 
guidance. 
Stewart then introduced Emma Nugent who was attending in her capacity as a NHS Local 
Community Development Worker She gave a resume of the work that she and her 
colleagues are doing in the area. She explained that she operates from a range of local 
venues including Community Centres and Church Halls and undertook to pass details of all 
the projects she is involved in to the Secretary for circulation. 

Neighbourhood Partnership Report. As Stewart Laird was not present there was no report. 

 
Sub-Committee Reports 
Planning.  Jim henry reported that the contractor who is looking for permission to build at 
Goods Corner had removed the roofs of the cottages and replaced them with tarpaulins 
despite their listed status on the basis it made them safer. CEC had been made aware and 
had spoken to the developer but had decided to take no action until the Planning 
Application had been resolved. Jim felt this was an unusually pragmatic decision by CEC but 
that it set a dangerous precedent on a site that the developer was looking to demolish the 
cottages as part of the development. With regard to this proposed development Jim had 
also submitted a response on behalf of the residents in Mid Liberton highlighting concerns 
over the car parking, density and height. He had received a response from Alec Neil MSP, 
Government Minister with responsibility for Planning, to a letter sent regarding concerns 
about the LDP v Planning by Appeal and he noted that the proposal for development at 
Cammo had been refused on grounds of prematurity. The Strategic Plan for Edinburgh and 
surrounding areas will be out for consultation later this month and it was anticipated that 



more housing would be demanded in South and South East Edinburgh. The Planning Sub 
Group will consider this when produced and he hoped that CEC would give more time to 
speak to local communities and consult with them. A Planning Application Notice PAN had 
been made for the area between Edmonstone to Craigmillar and developers had been 
speaking to local residents in Liberton Brae regarding 11 large family homes in the fields to 
the rear of properties on the west side of Liberton Brae. The CC will await an application 
being made in respect of this.  
Environment. Caro Wilkinson confirmed that the first walk of the CC boundary would be 
held on27th September at 11am meeting at Stanedykehead near to the TA Centre in 
Alnwickhill Road. Following contact with Liberton High School it had been arranged for an 
Eco Fair to be held at the school on 23rd October, between 1.30pm and 3.30pm. A teacher 
had been assigned and will work with Caro to develop the themes which she hoped would 
be Housing and Energy, Transport and Food/Cooking. Caro will also arrange for to speak at 
the event. Caro also spoke about the Gracemount Community Project and asked for support 
for this project which needed some expertise to support and guide the volunteers and she 
encouraged all to visit the mansion House and Walled Garden.  
Communications  There had been no meeting but an update had been received regarding 
the use of bus shelters to advertise CC information. An email had been received by Cllr 
Norma Austin Hart from Jacqueline Allan, CEC stating that the 4 digital screens on new bus 
stops in Princes Street could be used to include public information notices and that further 
training on Communications/promotion skills development programme for CC’s was being 
developed. While all this is positive it is not remotely related to the original issue raised by 
the L&DCC which was the use of space in local bus stops to advertise the CC agenda and 
minutes. It was clear that Council officials had failed to grasp localism in this issue as they 
had felt considering our issue prior to negotiating a new contract on the shelters was not 
sensible! Stewart Sandilands felt that this indicated they had missed an opportunity and 
that while the CEC plays with its Princes Street bus stops it will be necessary for us to revisit 
this issue.  
Public Services There was no update and the matter had been discussed under the Way 
Ahead. (See above) 
Peter Schwarz brought the CC’s attention to the fact that Su Millar’s organisation, LifeCare 
had just been awarded the Queens Award for Voluntary Services for their work supporting 
the elderly in Edinburgh. The CC recorded its congratulations to LifeCare and to Su in 
particular. 
FOSKAP.  There was no report. 
SEECAT Report.  Lyn Watts reported The Justice and Peace Group meeting I mentioned in 
my last report raised £350 for the Grassmarket and Muirhouse projects for disadvantaged 
youngsters. A working party is now planning to clean and decorate the building used in the 
Borders by the Muirhouse project to introduce city youngsters to country life. The Watoto 
Children's Choir festival at Liberton Kirk was very successful and raised £3389.73 for their 
future work. Also at Liberton Kirk, as part of the bi-centenary celebrations, a very successful 
flower festival took place between 12th and 14th June with a community tea on that 
Saturday where each household in the parish received an invitation. Continuing the bi-
centenary celebrations on 22nd August there will be a Family Fete in the Church garden (or 
the halls if it rains!), and a "living stones" cairn in the Churchyard  is to be dedicated on 30th 
August. This will consist of stones to commemorate past and present members of the Kirk, 
and a replica will be on show inside the Church building. From 1st to 23rd July the garden 
will contain a "Labyrinth" for anyone to use as a place of contemplation and prayer. 
It offers an opportunity to be quiet, think, and be close to God. There are 10 points to stop 
at and reflect as you work round the labyrinth. This week the annual Stage and Slam event 
takes place for young people in this district, offering an opportunity to engage in drama, 



sport and crafts, and in August there are opportunities for primary aged children to take 
part in holiday clubs at various churches in the district.  
 

 
 
Liberton Association There was no report 
 
Topics for Discussion 
Licensing Forum.   No one had been able to attend the June meeting but John Wilkinson will 
report on the next meeting. 
 
Public Questions None 
 
AOCB  
Alex Scott. The Chairperson informed the CC that he had heard from former Vice Chair Alex 
Scott who was not keeping the best of health. He continued to be active in areas of interest 
such as railways and disabled issues and it was agreed that the Secretary would arrange for 
a card to be sent. 
Lord Provosts Garden Party. The Secretary informed the CC that an invitation had been 
received to this event for two members. It was agreed that John and Caro Wilkinson would 
attend. 
 
The Chairperson closed the meeting at 2035 hours.  
 
Date of next meeting 
The date of the next meeting is 31st August 2015, 7pm at Liberton Kirk Halls.  
 


