
 
  

Minute of 64th Ordinary Meeting of Liberton and District Community Council 
Monday 25th May 2015 at 7.00 pm Liberton Kirk Halls.      
 
Members Present: 
Jim Henry, Chairperson  Stewart Sandilands, Secretary    
Peter Schwarz, Associate Member Cllr Bill Cook   
Jean Fowler, Member   Caro Wilkinson, Member  
Marion Stevenson, Member   John Wilkinson, Treasurer   
Michael Rea, Member   Lyn Watts, SEECAT 
Su Millar, Member   Graham Forbes, Member 
In Attendance 
PC , June Johnston, Police Scotland.  PC Liam Scott, Police Scotland 
Stewart Laird, LGNP  
Apologies 
Ian Murray MP   Cllr Keith Robson  
    
 
Intimation. The Chairperson welcomed all present. 
Apologies. Apologies were received as intimated above. 
 
Approval of Minute from Previous Meeting. Approval of the Minute for the 63nd Meeting 
was moved by John Wilkinson and seconded by Jean Fowler.   
 
Matters Arising 
Frogston Road.  Marion Stevenson and Cllr Bill Cook reported that a site meeting had taken 
place with Ken Hitchins to discuss the principle and location. CEC Officials agreed to consider 
the implications of their original suggestion and that any gain for the Camp site would result 
in a loss to the residents of the Mortonhall Estate. It was felt that long term users, the 
residents should not be inconvenienced for the benefit of short term visitors. The CC will 
await the Officials response. 
Speed Bumps, Mortonhall Park Avenue. There was no update on this matter from Cllr 
Norma Austin Hart regarding the Neighbourhood Environmental Programme. The 
Community Council agreed to maintain a watching brief and the matter will remain on the 
agenda. 
Edinburgh Association of Community Councils. Jim Henry reported that the EACC AGM had 
resumed and new office bearers had been elected. Eric Dobbie, GICC was elected 
Chairperson, Alec McKillop Currie/Balerno, Vice-Chair, Judie Whitman from Ratho as 
Treasurer and Graeme Pearson from Willowbrae/Northfield as Secretary. Discussions 
focused on the way forward and a media site, Basecamp, had been adopted as a means of 
communication between all CC’s. The first decision was to ask all CC’s to supply three key 
topics that concern them. Jim Henry felt that these should be external matters, this CC was 
capable of dealing with internal matters and that it should not be restricted to three. The 
membership suggested Planning, Licensing, Transport/Traffic, Fly tipping and Isolation 
amongst the elderly. 
Litter Issues, High Schools, Liberton Area. The secretary had written to both schools and 
was confident that both schools would respond appropriately. He was aware that the 
schools treat the matter seriously and regularly highlight the issue to students. 
The Way Ahead. The Chairperson proposed that the number of sub groups be reduced from 
4 to 3 with Planning and Public Services being amalgamated. Su Millar felt that if the 4 



groups remained then one should be linked to the local priorities. The general consensus 
was that roads, traffic and similar issues sat well alongside the work of the Planning Sub 
Group. As a working name it was considered appropriate to call it the Planning and 
Infrastructure Sub Group. Su Millar undertook to consider a model for the new group and 
present it at the next meeting. 
 
Reports    
Chairperson's Report.  The Chairperson had nothing to add to the report given to the AGM 
earlier.  
Police Report.  PC Johnston gave a comprehensive list of the crime statistics for Liberton 
and Gilmerton areas. The one area of concern she highlighted was the increase in 
Housebreakings at dwelling houses which had risen from 14 in March to 26 in April. Houses 
continue to be targeted for car keys which results in the theft of the car and its use in the 
commission of further crime. PC Johnston informed the meeting that Operation RAC was 
targeting these criminals and had some successes and was continuing across the City. She 
was asked how this area compared to other parts of the city and she felt that it compared 
favourably with the north of the city worst hit. She was also asked if there were hot spots 
within the Liberton/Gilmerton area but she stated there was not. Finally PC Liam Scott 
explained the Forces pursuit policy which made it difficult to chase stolen vehicles, in 
particular motor cycles.  
  
Treasurer's Report John Wilkinson had nothing to add to his report to the AGM. The 
question of what we spend our money on was raised at it was felt that the CEC rules were 
extremely restrictive. It was felt that the CC could advertise itself better and have a greater 
visibility in the Community. To that end it was proposed that consideration be given to the 
acquisition of a CC Banner. It was suggested that the local schools could be involved in the 
project to design a logo. The Secretary will explore this matter further. 
Secretary's Report.  Stewart Sandilands circulated the Councillors Joint Report which 
included items on dog fouling and fly tipping amongst others. The Liberton High School 
newsletter, all 10 pages, was also circulated. On 15th June the CEC will hold an event at the 
City Chambers between 6pm and 7 entitled Ready for 20 to allow communities to hear more 
about the forthcoming introduction of the city wide 20mph network. Stewart also made the 
CC aware of a CEC consultation on the implications of the Social Care (Self-Directed Support) 
(Scotland) Act2013. This Act will allow for charging for non-residential care and the 
consultation is open until 12th July. 

Neighbourhood Partnership Report. Stewart Laird informed the CC about the Youth 
Achievement Awards evening which will take place on Thursday 4th June from 6pm in the 
Faith Mission. There are 6 categories on the evening which are Community Spirit, Special 
Recognition, Rising Star, Diversity, Volunteer and Green Warrior. Young people will be fully 
involved in the event, and this would include: hosting the event; presenting award 
categories; playing music; and performing at the opening and closing ceremony. He also 
details of the forthcoming Sports Fest 5 event and expected flyers to be circulated soon. The 
theme would be the ‘Road to Rio’ with 7 ‘competing countries’ winning points in a series of 
events and moving from London on the road to Rio. The team travelling furthest would be 
the winners. The next meeting of the Liberton and Gilmerton Neighbourhood Partnership 
(LGNP) will be on 18th June. 

 
Sub-Committee Reports 



Planning.  Jim Henry stated that the LDP2 had been approved by CEC for submission to the 
Scottish Government who will consider it. He also praised the CEC officials who had picked 
up on the concerns raised by the CC about the western edge of the CC area. Cllr Bill Cook 
stated that he had raised objections based on the provision of schools, roads etc. and the 
fact that the developers were not willing to invest in infrastructure. The CEC Convenor has 
requested a meeting with Scottish Government Ministers over LDP2 approval and concerns 
about infrastructure costs as set out in the LFP document on Developer Contributions. Cllr 
Cook advised that the minutes of the planning meetings are available almost immediately 
and a library of webcasts is available that allows interested parties to watch the meetings as 
they happen. 
Environment. Caro Wilkinson suggested that the proposed boundary walk be held on 27th 
September and she would circulate details when firmed up. Both local High Schools had 
been contacted regarding an Eco fair and she was still awaiting a response. Gracemount 
Community Project is currently looking for funding to pay a part-time gardening instructor, to 

supervise volunteers over the growing season. They are not yet in a position to appoint anyone. The 
kitchen was still operating at the Mansion House. Caro and Jean Fowler attended a climate 
change event addressed by Jess Pepper of the Climate Reality Project and each had 
attended a number of presentations. Caro was keen to invite her to speak to the CC and will 
progress this.  
Communications Stewart Sandilands reported that the scheduler meeting had been 
cancelled. He had received communication from Michael Gallagher, a member of Coupar 
Angus and Bendochy Community Council who had set up a Facebook page titled ‘Scotland’s 
Community Councillors Chewin’ the Fat. He hoped it would encourage CC’s to share 
thoughts, ideas and best practice.  
The newly co-opted member Graham Forbes was added to the membership of this group. 
Public Services There was no update and the matter had been discussed under the Way 
Ahead. (See above) 
FOSKAP.  Su Millar reported that they are awaiting the installation of the outdoor multi gym 
and that the park is looking in very good order and attractive with a wide range of users 
enjoying the facilities. 
SEECAT Report.  Lyn Watts reported that the Cameron Toll Chaplaincy had received 200 
Easter Eggs from the centres management and shops for distribution to local children. The 
Justice and Peace Group held a fundraising event with speakers from the Grassmarket and 
Muirhead Projects that work with disadvantaged young people. Volunteers were being 
trained for the launch of the Castle Community Bank. On 6th June a ‘Messy in the Park’ event 
will be held at Valley Park Community Centre, Burdiehouse and will involve games, crafts, 
food and a concert by local talent. Liberton Kirk will hold a flower festival on 12-14th June as 
part of the bi-centenary celebrations and on 20th June the Watoto Children’s Choir were 
giving a concert in the Church.   
Liberton Association There was no report 
 
Topics for Discussion 
Licensing Forum.  The next meeting will be on 25th June so there was no report.   
 
Public Questions None 
 
AOCB  
Traffic Assessments. Mike Rea used the example of the development at the Edinburgh 
Academy rugby pitches in Stockbridge in which the Planning Ombudsman had criticised the 
lack of a suitable traffic assessment by the CEC and asked if this had been done in relation to 
local developments. Cllr Bill Cook responded that it was a standard requirement for any 



development, it was not part of the LDP but each planning application. Jim Henry added 
that in many cases developers were required to contribute towards improvements in 
infrastructure.  
 
The Chairperson closed the meeting at 2110 hours.  
 
Date of next meeting 
The date of the next meeting is still to be arranged and the date and venue will be circulated 
as soon as possible.  
 


