
 

Minute of 63rd Ordinary Meeting of Liberton and District Community Council 
Monday 27th April 2015 at 7.00 pm Liberton Kirk Halls.      
 
Members Present: 
Jim Henry, Chairperson  Stewart Sandilands, Secretary    
Cllr Norma Austin Hart  Peter Schwarz, Associate Member 
Jean Fowler, Member   Caro Wilkinson, Member  
Marion Stevenson, Member   John Wilkinson, Treasurer   
In Attendance 
Alan McKinney   PC Callum Wilson, Police Scotland. Kate Robertson 
Judith Anderson 
Apologies 
Ian Murray MP           Cllr Bill Cook   Michael Rea, Member   
Cllr Nick Cook    Lyn Watts, SEECAT Cllr Keith Robson  
Stewart Laird, LGNP   Su Millar, Member 
 
Intimation. The Chairperson welcomed all present including Mr Alan McKinney who will 
make a presentation on the Southside Graveyard Project later. 
Apologies. Apologies were received as intimated above. 
 
Approval of Minute from Previous Meeting. Approval of the Minute for the 62nd Meeting 
was moved by Marion Stevenson and seconded by Jean Fowler.   
 
Matters Arising 
Frogston Road.  Marion Stevenson reported that plans had now been received for the new 
bus stops and traffic islands on Frogston Road serving the Mortonhall housing and the 
Mortonhall campsite. Some concern had been raised about the siting of one stop that it was 
felt would block the view of traffic exiting the estate. A site meeting will be arranged to 
discuss this issue. 
Speed Bumps, Mortonhall Park Avenue. Alan Dunlop had responded on behalf of the City 
of Edinburgh Council (CEC) whose position was that they had no plans to remove the 
speedbump but will review the road markings. In addition the long term resurfacing 
programme and forthcoming changes to regulations on traffic calming might allow this issue 
to be reviewed. Cllr Norma Austin Hart stated that the Neighbourhood Environmental 
Programme might consider this issue. The Community Council agreed to maintain a 
watching brief.  
Bus Stop Notices. Cllr Norma Austin Hart stated that while this matter was progressing 
slowly it was progressing. The Transport and Environment Committee at CEC was reviewing 
its policy and she was sure that eventually this would come to fruition.  
Edinburgh Association of Community Councils. Jim Henry reported that the EACC was in a 
state of flux with a clash of opinions between office bearers and other Community Councils 
with many CC’s not participating at all. The AGM had been suspended until the end of May 
at which time the election of new office bearers will take place and the organisation will 
hopefully be able to move forward. 
 
 
Reports    
Chairperson's Report.  The Chairperson full report was taken under the Planning Report. 
Police Report.  PC Wilson gave a comprehensive list of the crime statistics for Liberton and 
Gilmerton areas but was not in possession of the solvency rates. There were no obvious 



trends but stated that domestic housebreakings were still targeting car keys and residents 
were advised not to leave car keys in view or near to doors or windows. 
Stewart Sandilands asked if he was aware of confusion amongst the public over the use of 
the non-emergency number or the 999 system. PC Wilson acknowledged that many were 
unsure and he acknowledged that sometimes the time taken to answer calls were longer 
than people were expecting. Stewart also reported that he and Marion had visited the 
Police Control centre at Bilston, arranged by Stewart Laird, and had been given a guided 
tour and comprehensive briefing on the facility. It was explained that the facility was now 
handling all the calls previously dealt with by Fife and central Scotland Police Forces as well 
as those dealt with under Lothian and Borders. They were actively recruiting new staff to 
ensure that the service was operated efficiently and that delays in answering calls no longer 
occurred. John Wilkinson asked if there was any history of cannabis farms in the local area 
which there was not. PC Wilson also added that despite a small number of high profile gun 
crimes in the Liberton and Gilmerton area there was no reason for the general public to be 
concerned or at risk.  
Treasurer's Report John Wilkinson stated that the accounts had £2,330.95 and that the 
books would be available for the AGM in May. 
Secretary's Report.  Stewart Sandilands reported that the 4th phase of the new kerbside 
recycling service covering the rest of the Liberton area will begin following a leaflet drop 
starting on 20th April and should begin uplifts between 1st June and 26th June. He also 
circulated a survey regarding City of Edinburgh Council (CEC) proposals to close up to 10 
public toilets and asked members to use the Survey Monkey. Notification had been received 
from CEC that they will shortly introduce an order for the 20mph Speed Limit across the city. 
The list of street effected is on the CEC website. An application had been received regarding 
a new Skin Piercing and Tattooing licence at 62 Captains Road, Edinburgh. There were no 
objections or comments.  
Neighbourhood Partnership Report. Stewart Laird was unable to attend but his newsletter 
was circulated as was the Neighbourhood Partnership update. 
 
Sub-Committee Reports 
Planning.  Jim Henry reported that no applications had been received that were of concern. 
A request had been received from Gilmerton and Inch Community Council (GICC) to assist 
them with comments on the Burdiehouse 2 proposal. Cllr Robson had arranged for Jim to 
meet with Cllr Perry, the Convenor of the Planning Committee that would allow Jim to 
express his concerns and frustrations with the planning process. Members of the CC had 
attended the Planning Democracy event in Glasgow which had also highlighted concerns 
about the process. While the Local Development Plan was still a work in progress the 
SESPlan Main Issues II report will be out soon and will indicate the housing numbers 
required for the Strategic Plan. 
Jim Henry communicated with Jamie O’Rourke re Goods Corner who explained that 
following the last CC Meeting he had held amicable discussions with local residents who felt 
the scale and height of his proposal was too big. He felt that any reduction in scale (140 
units and 4 stories) would render the project not viable. The application had not yet been 
received. With regards to Malbet Park there was no development and the CEC will consider 
consultee responses to LDP 2 prior to submitting the Plan to the Scottish Government after 
the General Election. A discussion took place about the lack of a LDP and concerns about 
planning by appeal and while the Scottish Government had acknowledged receipt of the 
Community Councils letter highlighting its concerns it had not yet replied. 
Environment. Caro Wilkinson was exploring the possibility of arranging an Eco Fair at 
Liberton High School and while the headmaster was interested it was a busy time at the 
school and not possible to progress. Gracemount High had also expressed interest. Also 



proposed was a Community Council walk of the boundaries. Caro proposed to do this in 
sections. The proposal was welcomed and Caro will arrange a suitable date.  
Communications Stewart Sandilands reported that he had received a positive response 
from the Headmaster at Gracemount High regarding pupil participation on the CC and this 
will be taken forward after the examination period. Stewart will write to Liberton High 
School again regarding this matter. Information had been received from Cllr Robson 
regarding the possibility of joint training with Gilmerton and Inch Community Council in 
social media. This will hopefully be progressed. The Chair added that was hopeful that a 
local resident with social media skills would be in a position to assist in this area. 
Public Services There was no update. 
FOSKAP. There was no report.  
SEECAT Report.  Lyn Watts was unable to attend but provided a written update giving 
details of the Easter programme for the SEECAT Churches and that a successful election 
hustings had been held on 22nd April attended by 5 of the candidates. 
Liberton Association There was no report 
 
Topics for Discussion 
Licensing Forum.  The next meeting will be on 25th June so there was no report.   
Southside Graveyard Project Alan McKinney gave a presentation on the project which had 
been set up with the intention of restoring the fallen headstones with the cemeteries at 
Liberton Kirk as well as those at Grange and Newington. Headstones are checked regularly 
and if found to be unsafe are laid down flat. The project was supported by the CEC and used 
the Community Payback Project to provide the people to carry out the work and to assist 
with the rehabilitation of offenders. As the budget at CEC has reduced it is difficult to raise 
the money required to continue with the work but Alan showed a number of slides showing 
the work done at Liberton and highlighting the improvement made to the cemetery. He 
asked if it was possible for the CC to provide a letter of support for the project rather than 
financial support and the CC agreed wholeheartedly with this request. The Secretary will 
write a letter of support. 
 
Public Questions  
 Concern was raised regarding the manner in which a shop in Lasswade Road had apparently 
been able to circumvent the regulations covering the sale of hot food. The shop had 
apparently been granted a Certificate of Lawfulness which appeared to avoid getting 
planning permission. Jim henry explained that this shop had applied for planning permission 
almost 3 years ago and while the CC had objected on grounds of litter the application had 
been approved. It had not been activated until recently and was now selling hot food and 
generating litter. Residents expressed concern about the litter which appeared to be 
generated by school children at lunch time and it was agreed that the Secretary would 
contact the local schools regarding the issue.   
 
AOCB None raised. 
The Chairperson closed the meeting at 2110 hours.  
 
Date of next meeting 
The next meeting will be the AGM followed by the Ordinary meeting held at 7.00 p.m. on 
Monday 25th May 2015 at Liberton Kirk Halls. 
 


