
Minute of 62nd Ordinary Meeting of Liberton and District Community Council 
Monday 30th March 2015 at 7.00 pm Liberton Kirk Halls.      
 
Members Present: 
Jim Henry, Chairperson  Stewart Sandilands, Secretary Michael Rea, Member 
Cllr Keith Robson  Jean Fowler, Member  Marion Stevenson, Member  
Su Millar, Member  John Wilkinson, Treasurer 
In Attendance 
PC Philip Wright, Police Scotland, Kenneth Reid, Kenneth Reid Architects, Jamie O’Rourke, O’Rourke 
Homes, Rick Finc, PFA Consultants, Graeme Scott, Rab Kerr,  John Hannah, Ian Stewart, H Templeton, 
Liz Kettle, Graeme Forbes, Colin Symes, Elaine Gilhooley, Pat Simpson, Helen Mcintosh and two 
others, all members of the public. 
Apologies 
Ian Murray MP           Cllr Bill Cook   Peter Schwarz, Associate Member 
  
Cllr Norma Austin Hart  Cllr Nick Cook  Lyn Watts, SEECAT  
Mike Edwards   Stewart Laird, LGNP Caro Wilkinson, Member 
 
Intimation. The Chairperson welcomed everyone to the meeting and informed those present that 
following the Matters Arising he intended to ask Mr O’Rourke to make his presentation regarding 
Goods Corner following which the members of the public who wished could retire to the entrance 
hall where Mr O’Rourke would take their questions. 
Apologies. Apologies were received as intimated above. 
 
Approval of Minute from Previous Meeting. Approval of the Minute for the 61st Meeting was 
moved by John Wilkinson and seconded by Mike Rea.   
 
Matters Arising 
Frogston Road. Marion Stevenson reported that the public consultation on the dual use of the 
footpath was still to take place and that consideration was still being given to the position of the 
crossing. The Chairperson undertook to chase this up. 
Speed Bumps, Mortonhall Park Avenue. Marion Stevenson explained the background to this issue 
and stated that a response had been received from Alan Dunlop, CEC, which she and other residents 
found extraordinary. Marion had referred this to Cllr Norma Austin Hart and the matter had been 
sent back to Mr Dunlop for reconsideration. 
Bus Stop Notices. There was no update on this matter. 
Edinburgh Association of Community Councils. Jim Henry will include this in the Chairman’s report 
 
Presentation re Goods Corner Development. O’Rourke Homes made a presentation regarding their 
plans for the development of the site at Goods Corner. This site had been available for development 
since 2004 but there was not a commercially viable plan that would meet the needs of all parties 
and as a result the site had deteriorated badly. The plan is for post graduate student accommodation 
for Edinburgh University providing 140 units (beds), only 7 car parking spaces and provision for 
bicycles. O’Rourke’s stated the plan was in line with LDP2 (Local Development Plan 2) and with 
regard to the cottages on site they had followed the Scottish Heritage and Environmental Policy and 
they would be removed. They felt that this would enhance the area, provide much needed purpose 
built student accommodation and be commercially viable. 
Cllr Robson added that the present grant for the site was for 11 dwellings and the renovation of the 
cottages but this was not felt to be viable. He also stated that the CEC was presently carrying out a 
consultation on the provision of student accommodation. 
Following the presentation O’Rourke’s party and interested members of the public left the meeting. 
 
Reports    
Chairperson's Report.  Jim Henry reported that he had met with fellow members of the Edinburgh 
Association of Community Councils, (EACC), on 16th March to discuss the way ahead for the 
organisation. The representative for Northfield CC agreed to draft an options paper which was 



considered on 26th march when it was agreed that it should be actioned. The EACC agreed to form a 
small group to look at training, sharing best practice and building partnerships. The Chairperson 
hoped that this would give the organisation the focus it had previously lacked. It was also agreed to 
reconvene the AGM in May with the election of office bearers. 
On 18th March the Chairperson attended the Neighbourhood Partnership event at the City Chambers 
along with Lynn Watts and Mike Rea. Stewart Laird was also in attendance. The event provided a 
contact re notice board provision. 
The Planning subgroup met on 3rd February and produced a letter to Scottish Government Ministers 
regarding the flaws in the planning process. The letter has been acknowledged but no reply as yet. 
The second Edmonstone site, not included in the LDP2, looks likely to be approved but there is no 
news on either Broomhills or Burdiehouse. Cllr Robson added that he was not aware when that will 
be. There were no other pressing planning issues and the Planning subgroup had booked places on 
the Planning Democracy event in Glasgow on 25th April. 
The Chairperson intimated that he had been considering the issues of membership of the CC and the 
makeup of the sub groups. With regard to membership the CC was three members down and there 
are vacancies for three nominated groups. There is little opportunity to hold a by election to fill the 
member’s places for a variety of reasons and the Chairperson suggested that thought be given to co-
opting three new members onto the CC. It was pointed out there were two unsuccessful candidates 
at the previous election and they might still be interested. With regard to the nominated groups the 
chairperson asked members to consider and identify potential members. Stewart Sandilands raised 
the possibility of the local high schools becoming nominated groups as per the Communications sub 
group report. With regard to the subgroups the Chairperson identified that the Planning, 
Environment and Communications groups seem to be functioning but due to the loss of members 
and the volume of work the Public Services group was not making headway. He proposed 
amalgamating the Planning and Public Services groups and hopefully the larger number of members 
would be able to deal with the business of both groups. He asked for feedback from members that 
would allow progress to be made by the time of the AGM. 
Police Report.  PC Wright informed the CC that Housebreaking trends were changing with the 
emphasis now on breaking into houses to steal car keys and to business premises but that arrests 
had been made recently. With regard to the reported shooting in Kennilworth Drive, Chief Inspector 
Scobie had reiterated that there was no risk to the public and this was supported by PC Wright who 
stated he felt no more at risk than previously in his police career. A question was asked about the 
Police helicopter which had been seen recently hovering over the Liberton area. PC Wright explained 
it had been operating locally for two weeks and was an example of the resources being used to 
tackle local issues. 
Treasurer's Report.  John Wilkinson reported that the account now held £2330. The monies for the 
use of the Kirk Hall had been paid as previously requested. The accounts were now being prepared 
for the AGM and the auditor was in place.  
Secretary's Report.  The Secretary highlighted a number of items of correspondence including the 
Local Authority Councillors Newsletter. The newsletter gave information on the settlement of claims 
by families affected by the previous practices at Mortonhall Crematorium and budget decisions 
taken by CEC. There was also an update on developments at 7 Acre Park. 
An updated programme of training for Community Councillors had been received and the individual 
sessions would be circulated when confirmed. The first event is ‘Community Engagement and what it 
means for Community Councils’ to be held on 20th May at the City Chambers. The Secretary read out 
a letter received from the Chief Constable Sir Stephen House QPM in response to a letter from Ian 
Murray MP regarding the lack of police visibility in the south Edinburgh area. The Secretary was 
disappointed with the content of the letter which failed to answer the questions raised by Ian 
Murray and offered little in the way of hope for the future development of community policing in 
the area. 
Neighbourhood Partnership Report. Stewart Laird was unable to attend but his newsletter was 
circulated. 
 
Sub-Committee Reports 
Planning.  This was included in the Chairman’s report 



Environment. Caro Wilkinson was not present but provided a written report highlighting the group’s 
efforts to arrange either an eco-walk or alternatively a patrol of the CC area to highlight 
environmental issues. In addition Stephen Kelly, head teacher at Liberton High School was keen to 
hold an eco-fair and Caro was keen for the CC to participate. The school will consider this further in 
the new term after Easter. A resident in Stanedykehead had been trying to have Scottish Water 
repair the wall opposite his house for several years. Apparently Cllr Norma Austin Hart was aware. 
Stewart Sandilands stated that he could not remember the wall standing in the time he had lived in 
the area. (32years) 
Communications The group met on 17th March and a decision was made to target autumn 2015 for 
the next newsletter and a request was made for material to be included. Peter Schwarz was making 
enquiries re the printing/delivery costs. As there were only three nominated groups as members of 
the CC and openings for three more Stewart Sandilands had written to the Headmasters at 
Gracemount and Liberton High Schools inviting them to become nominated members of the CC and 
to have pupils sit on the CC. It was hoped that this would give the CC access to younger members 
and a variety of views and opinions not previously considered by the CC. 
Public Services Su Millar again highlighted the need to strengthen her group and this was dealt with 
under the Chairpersons report. 
FOSKAP. Su Millar reported that three sites had been identified for the installation of the Multi gym 
and while the community had rejected two on the basis of noise complaints the third, between the 
Doctors surgery and the bus stop had been selected. 
SEECAT Report.  Lyn Watts was unable to attend but provided a written update giving details of the 
Easter programme for the SEECAT Churches. 
Liberton Association There was no report 
 
Topics for Discussion 
Licensing Forum.  John Wilkinson had been unable to attend. Mike Rea had attended and stated the 
next meeting will be on 25th June. The issue of Police resources would now be a standing item on the 
agenda.   
Southside Graveyard Project The Secretary had been contacted by local resident Alan McKinney 
who had set up this project with the intention of restoring the fallen headstones with the cemeteries 
at Liberton Kirk as well as those at Grange and Newington. He asked for the opportunity to make a 
presentation to the CC and the Liberton Association. In the absence of a Liberton Association 
representative it was agreed that he would be invited to make his presentation at the next CC 
meeting. 
 
Public Questions  
 There were no questions 
 
AOCB  
The Chairperson closed the meeting at 2110 hours.  
 
Date of next meeting 
The next meeting will be held at 7.00 p.m. on Monday 27th April 2015 at Liberton Kirk Halls. 
 


