
DRAFT 
 
 
 
 

Minute of 60th Ordinary Meeting of Liberton and District Community Council 
Monday 26th January 2015 at 7.00 pm Liberton Kirk Halls.      
 
Members Present: 
Jim Henry, Chairperson  Stewart Sandilands, Secretary Michael Rea, Member  
    Jean Fowler, Member  Su Millar, Member 
Marion Stevenson, Member  Stewart Laird, LGNP  Peter Schwarz, Associate Member    
Lyn Watts, SEECAT  Cllr Bill Cook   John Wilkinson, Treasurer   
Caro Wilkinson, Member  
 
 
In Attendance 
PC Sharon Young, Police Scotland PC Stuart Fraser, Police Scotland Graeme Stuart, Public 
Andrew Gallacher, Partnership Development Officer, CEC 
 
Apologies 
Ian Murray MP           Kenny MacAskill, MSP  Dr. Matthew Jones, Foskap  
Cllr Norma Austin Hart  Cllr Nick Cook   Cllr Keith Robson 
Mike Edwards   
 
Intimation. The Chairperson welcomed everyone to the meeting and hoped that all had enjoyed the festive 
season and wished all a Happy New Year on behalf of the Community Council. 
Apologies. Apologies were received as intimated above. 
 

Approval of Minute from Previous Meeting. Approval of the Minute for the58th Meeting was moved by Su 
Millar and seconded by Mike Rea.   
 

Matters Arising 
Frogston Road. With regard to the issue of the crossing there had been no update received regarding progress 
and Cllr Bill Cook undertook to chase this up. With regard to the possibility of dualing the footpath for use by 
pedestrians and cyclists a letter had been received from Brian Sharkie, Strategic Planning Manager, City of 
Edinburgh Council, stating they hoped to produce a draft proposal for consultation in the first half of 2015, 
complete the legal work in the second half of 2015 and commence the work in early 2016. This was welcomed 
and the CC await the draft proposal. 
Way Ahead. The Chairperson recounted the meeting held in April last year which resulted in changes to the 
structure of the CC and the creation of the sub groups. He felt that there was now a need to review the 
changes especially in light of the loss of three members of the Council. He proposed that a further ‘Way Ahead’ 
session be held at Gilmerton Library in April and this was agreed. He asked that members forward any ideas 
and discussion items to him prior to the March meeting of the CC. 
Speed Bumps, Mortonhall Park Avenue. There was no update on this issue. Stewart Sandilands to pursue.  
 

Reports   
Chairperson's Report.  The Chairperson extended a big thank you to the organisers of the neighbourhood 
Partnership Christmas Social. 
He informed the CC that the value of the Edinburgh Association of Community Councils (EACC) had been 
questioned, only about 10 of the 43 CC’s were participating, and due to illness amongst the office bearers it 
appeared to be moribund. A meeting of delegates will be held on 31/01/15, which the Chair will attend, and 
hopefully plan the way ahead for the organisation. The election of office bearers will be deferred until 
decisions are made on the direction of progress. He informed the CC that he and Marion Stevenson had 
viewed the Broomhills Planning Application and had asked a number of questions to the Planning Officer, 
Leslie Carris. He was disappointed that no answers had been received but that the Developers who had 
attended the Gilmerton and Inch CC (GICC) had provided the answers and this allowed the CC to complete its 
response. Given the lack of response and the lack of response in relation to the Liberton High School proposal 
the Chair felt that the Planning authorities were not fulfilling their function. 
The Chair informed the meeting that following the last meeting residents in the Greenend area had presented 
him with a bottle of whisky as a thank you for his work on the Liberton High School proposal. He pointed out 
that the work had been done prior to the gift and that he was uncomfortable with the gift but did not want to 



insult anyone. It was agreed that the gift had been made in good faith and that it should be further gifted to a 
local charity to allow them to raise funds.  
Police Report.  PC Stuart Fraser reported on the launch of Operation Comatus across the southside of the city 
to tackle Housebreakings. He informed the CC that this was a joint agency effort and included the CEC CCTV 
vehicles and that the police were keen to offer crime prevention advice across the community. He also 
informed the CC of a success in which 4 males had been arrested in Mid Liberton during a housebreaking. He 
also informed the meeting of Operation Quarterlight which was a nationwide operation targeting car crime. As 
many of the housebreakings were targeting car keys and then cars the two operations dovetailed neatly. 
In terms of local crime he related that thefts of pedal cycles had increased and it appears they are being 
stripped for parts and while housebreakings and robbery’s had increased the wide range of other crimes had 
all declined. He informed the CC that a new Chief Inspector, CI Scobie, was now in post at Howdenhall. 
He was asked about the opening hours of Howdenhall Police Station and informed the CC that the station front 
counter was open 8am to 6pm, Monday to Friday and outwith hours a yellow phone was available for public 
use at the door to contact the police. He was also asked about recovery rates for stolen property and pointed 
out that this varies depending on the property, cars have a high recovery rate but cycles are low.  
Treasurer's Report.  John Wilkinson reported that the account now held £2426.92. Peter Schwarz asked for 
£81 to secure the hall to the end of the financial year. This was approved. The Communications Sub Group 
asked for £14.97 for ID Badges (See Comms Sub Group report) this was approved. 
Secretary's Report.  Stewart Sandilands reported that letters had been received from CEC regarding a number 
of issues, firstly a pilot scheme to prevent parking at selected primary schools. None of the schools selected 
were in the Liberton area but the leaflets were circulated for interest. Secondly a CEC consultation on Flood 
Risk Management had been received, the consultation is open until 2/6/15 and any responses can be passed 
through the Secretary. Finally the Secretary circulated copies of the Health Link, the NHS newspaper, to 
members for their information.  
Neighbourhood Partnership Report. Stewart Laird circulated his report to the CC and highlighted that a wall 
near to the Blood Transfusion centre in Ellen’s Glen Road had collapsed and made the road unsafe. The cost to 
make safe is estimated between £80K and £100K and the CEC is keen to establish who owns the wall! In 
response to a question raised by FOSKAP at the last meeting Stewart confirmed that the bird boxes had been 
fitted in St Katherine’s Park. Stewart introduced Andrew Gallagher who has replaced Scott Donkin at the 
Neighbourhood Partnership (NP). Andrew explained his role and circulated a NP Bulletin updating the CC on its 
activities. He also circulated a list of the meeting dates for the various groups and forum under the NP banner. 
In addition he spoke about the forthcoming Youth Achievement Awards, to be held on 12/6/15 and asked if 
the CC would be interested in sponsoring an award. A discussion took place on the use of CC money for such a 
purpose and it was agreed that the matter would be explored further and that Andrew will supply a list of the 
award categories. 
 
Sub-Committee Reports 
Planning.  Jim Henry reported that submissions had been made in respect of Liberton high School gym hall and 
Broomhills. The Chairperson was critical across a wide range of issues of CEC in respect of Liberton High.  
The Broomhill developers have indicated they will continue with their aim to secure planning permission in 
advance of the completion of the LDP2 preparation process. They suggested CEC could legitimately approve 
the proposal in advance of the Plan being examined by The Scottish Government. It is hoped that the CEC will 
hold its nerve and reject this plan. Cllr Bill Cook is of the opinion that CEC will reject this as it is not in LDP II but 
run the risk that the Scottish Government will reconsider and decide in favour of the developer. L&DCC remain 
concerned about details of the Broomhills proposals including affordable housing largely restricted to the flats 
on Burdiehouse Road and the through road and has objected to the proposal for a range of reasons 
L&DCC has also objected to an extension to the Burdiehouse (Kilns) site which also proposes flats on 
Burdiehouse Road. L&DCC has concerns that extensive flatted development along Burdiehouse Road will result 
in this entrance to city being “tenement alley”. 
It was noted another PAN had been submitted. This was a site at Lang Loan and there was concern expressed 
that, if approved it add to the traffic problems on the south east side of the city. Mike Rea then asked if there 
was any cognizance taken of traffic assessments in these developments and Cllr Bill Cook felt that developers 
were deluding themselves about the assessments done and they will not help improve infrastructure.  Chair 
advised that the City of Edinburgh (CEC) appeared to be happy that the proposed upgrades at Kaimes and 
Gilmerton crossroads would be sufficient to allow the developments go ahead and cited the SPG on Developer 
Contributions that accompanied the original LDP. However, Chair added that there were few who shared the 
CEC’s optimism about the capacity of the roads network to accommodate planned new development let along 
additional speculative proposals such as Lang Loan. 
Environment. Caro Wilkinson reported that the group met on 9/12/14 and discussed the Alnwickhill WTW at 
length with reference to the ecological impact. They highlighted that the developers had complied with the 
requirements imposed on them but had not gone beyond which was felt regrettable. The chairperson pointed 



out that as this application had gone through there was nothing that could now be done in this regard but that 
such an approach might be useful in future developments. Mike Rea advised that Bristol was now running 
buses on methane gas from bio-waste ad asked if CEC had any similar plans. Cllr Bill Cook advised that the CEC 
was setting up an Energy Company to explore such activity. The group also felt it would be useful to organise 
area walks and this will be pursued at future meetings. 
Communications.  Stewart Sandilands stated that the group met on 20/1/15 and highlighted the following 
issues discussed. The group wished to explore the content off the next newsletter and requested a 10 minute 
brainstorming session at the February meeting of the CC. this was agreed. The use of bus shelters for 
advertising CC business was awaiting an update, hopefully from Cllr Austin Hart. Caro Wilkinson was tasked 
with sourcing appropriate ID badges for CC Members to identify them at public meetings. (See Treasurers 
Report) It was agreed that Stewart Sandilands would write to both Liberton and Gracemount High Schools in 
an effort to encourage pupils to take up membership of the CC as Nominated organisations. It was felt vital to 
have younger generations represented on the CC  
Public Services.  Su Millar explained that no meeting had been held and that due to the volume of business 
considered to be ‘Public Services’ and the loss of two members it was not possible to deal effectively with this 
area of business. The chairperson accepted this and identified that this was an issue to be addressed by the 
review of the ‘Way Ahead’. 
FOSKAP. Su Millar reported that the issue of an open air gym was being explored and Mike Shields, CEC was 
leading on this. The most important factor was that of location. More tree and bulb planting was being 
explored and tree cutting was on going. Su felt that the park was a success and being well used.  
SEECAT Report.  Lyn Watts reported that Christmas carol singing at Cameron Toll and Morrisons had been well 
supported as was the carol service at Liberton Hospital. She explained that this was the 200th anniversary of 
the present Liberton Kirk building and a special service was being held on 1st February. A book recounting the 
history of the Church has been published and available at the Church. Study groups have been arranged for 
Lent and youth workers are organising a School Chaplains week at Liberton High School in February. 
Liberton Association There was no report 
 
Topics for Discussion 
 
Licensing Forum.  John Wilkinson reported that the Forum last met on 13/11/14 and he will attend again on 
2/2/15. The major issues discussed were the rejection of a supermarket application to extend its shelving for 
drink, a first, the impact of the reduction in the limit for drink driving had resulted in a reduction in 
consumption and the continuing concerns over preloading drinking. 
Edinburgh Association of Community Councils. This was discussed under the Chairman’s Report above. 
20 MPH Consultation Stewart Sandilands brought the CC’s attention to the fact that this had been completed 
and the results available on the CEC website. In general there were no changes to the limit within the CC area. 
Mortonhall Estate Pathways. The Chairperson explained that a resident had written to Kenny MacAskill 
expressing concern at the loss of paths on the estate due to ploughing and felt this was an attack on public 
access. Stewart Sandilands pointed out that the field referred to by the complainer did not have paths marked 
on it on the maps and that the farmer presumably had a right to plough and plant his field. The Chair and 
Marion Stevenson will meet with the letter writer. 
Street Names, Liberton. The Chairperson had received correspondence from Barry Duggan, Street Naming 
Officer, CEC asking for suitable suggestions for the street names within the forthcoming development at 
Alnwickhill WTW. Jim Henry had listed the names of the reservoirs supplying the city and felt they would be 
appropriate for the WTW. The CC agreed and the list will be submitted by the Secretary. 
Public Questions  
 There were no questions 
 

AOCB  
Policing in Residential Areas. Mike Rea raised an article in the Evening News in which a senior Police officer 
highlighted the difficulty in providing the best possible police service in outlying areas when police resources 
had to be deployed to the city centre to deal with late night revellers. Cllr Bill Cook felt that changes in 
legislation were required to address the drinking culture before changes could be made to policing.  
 
The Chairperson closed the meeting at 2110 hours.  
 
Date of next meeting 
The next meeting will be held at 7.00 p.m. on Monday 23rd February 2015 at Liberton Kirk Halls. 
 


