
DRAFT 
 
Minute of 2015 Annual General Meeting 
Liberton and District Community Council 
Monday 25th May 2015 at 7.00 pm Liberton Kirk Halls.      
 
Members Present: 
Jim Henry, Chairperson  Jean Fowler, Member  Stewart Sandilands, Secretary 
Cllr Bill Cook   Su Millar, Member  Michael Rea, Member 
Marion Stevenson, Member  Lynn Watts, SEECAT  Mike Edwards 
John Wilkinson, Treasurer Caro Wilkinson, Member  Peter Schwarz, Associate Member 
 
In Attendance 
Stewart Laird, CEC  Graham Forbes 
 
Apologies 
Ian Murray MP   Cllr Keith Robson                                 
 
Opening Address. Chairperson Jim Henry welcomed everyone to the Annual General Meeting.  
 
Apologies. Apologies were received and noted as above. 
 
Approval of Minutes for 2014 AGM. Approval for the minutes for 2013 was moved by Jean Fowler 
and seconded by Su Millar. 
 
Chairperson Report. The Chairperson had previously circulated his report and reviewing the 
performance of the Community Council felt that while not all efforts had met with success the 
important thing was that the Council was actively engaged with the local community and fighting for 
local issues.  The report is appended to these minutes. 

 

Treasurer’s Report. John Wilkinson stated that the account now held £2331 and that the 
independent scrutineer had reviewed the accounts and approved them. 
 
Secretary’s Report. The Secretary offered a review of the correspondence received by mail and 
email and that all matters had been dealt with timeously. He explained that incoming emails 
numbers approximately 50 per month with approximately 40 requiring to be dealt with or 
forwarded. 
 
Election of Office Bearers 2014 – 2015. The Chairperson stood down and invited Councillor Bill Cook 
to chair the elections. 
Chairperson. Jim Henry was nominated by John Wilkinson and seconded by Stewart Sandilands. 
There being no other nominations Jim Henry was elected Chairperson 
Vice Chair. Mike Edwards was nominated by Marion Stevenson and seconded by Su Millar. There 
being no other nominations Mike was elected Vice Chair. 
Secretary. Stewart Sandilands was nominated by Su Millar and seconded by Mike Rea. There being 
no other nominations Stewart was elected Secretary. 
Treasurer. John Wilkinson was nominated by Jim Henry and seconded by Su Millar. There being no 
other nominations John was elected Treasurer. 
The elections completed Cllr Cook handed back to the Chairperson. 
 
AOCB.  



New Members. The Chairperson raised the issue of the open positions on the Community Council. 
He stated that the rules of governance allowed the Community Council to co-opt additional 
members onto the Council to fill posts and nominated Graham Forbes to join the Community 
Council. Graham had already done work with Peter Schwarz in relation to the web site. The 
nomination was seconded by Stewart Sandilands and unanimously supported by the members. The 
Chairperson then reminded members that next year would be the next elections for the Community 
Council. 
 
Date of next meeting 
The next AGM will be held at 7.00 p.m. on Monday 30th May 2016 at Liberton Kirk Halls. (TBC) 
 
 
LIBERTON & DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
Chairperson Report 2014 – 2015 
 
Membership 
The office bearers remained as Jim Henry – Chairperson, Secretary – Stewart Sandilands and 
Treasurer – John Wilkinson throughout the session. The  complement of members (full complement 
12) at the start of the Community Council year reduced from 11 to 9 following the resignations of 
Norman Lyon whilst Vice – Chairperson Alex Scott moved out of the area. It is unfortunate that 
members who move from the area should stand down and it is a loss of a long serving and active 
member who chaired the Community Council for some time. The 3 Nominated Groups (Friends of St 
Katherines Park (FOSKAP), Liberton Association and South East Edinburgh Churches (SEECAT) 
remained as members. Anne Weir, who had represented SEECAT for a number of years stood down 
and the representative is now Lynn Watt.   
Member attendance has been a bit of a concern and a full complement of members, including ex-
offico members, would be welcomed. Given elections to fill the vacancies is unlikely, co-option 
would be the quickest route to restoring numbers to 12.  
As mentioned in the previous report, moves to engage with individuals, groups and organisations to 
secure the Community Council’s survival into another term need to be re-doubled to make it an 
even more meaningful body during this term of the Community Council and beyond. (Community 
Council elections should be held in 2016.) 
Peter Schwarz continues to run the web site and received positive recognition by a Scottish 
Community Councils Online 2014 survey which considered L&DCC’s site to be amongst the best in 
Scotland. 
 
Sub Committees 
The Communications, Environment, Planning Sub-Committees have met on a regular basis whilst the 
Public Services Sub-Committee has met but is not meeting regularly. It is suggested that the Planning 
and Public Services Sub-Committees merge and this has yet to be debated and decided upon.   
 
Issues Raised at Meetings and Outcomes 
Unkempt sites – Of the three sites Goods Corner, Burdiehouse Road, Liberton Road Filling Station, 
the latter two are being developed whilst there is developer interest in developing student 
accommodation on the first named. 
Liberton Drive – speeding traffic concerns –partially addressed by the provision of traffic islands 
however, there are major concerns about the works carried out which require resolution.  
Crossing/s for Frogston Road East – ghost traffic islands to be laid out via road markings  and 
changes to / provision of new bus stops to start in August 2015.  
Inquiry led planning – L&DCC has written to the Scottish Ministers re this ongoing concern which has 
been  



Unauthorised Motorcycling in St Katharines Park. Despite action by Kenny MacAskill MSP and 
PoliceScotland for action however, this still remains a recurring problem. 
Alcohol licensing – John Wilkinson now attends Licencing Forum meetings. (PRECC & POECC) 
Flytipping Frogston Road east and elsewhere – ongoing issue with some success. Notices to be 
issued by City of Edinburgh Council to landowners. 
Speedhump Mortonhall  - No action proposed by City of Edinburgh. 
Overhanging trees /hedges and weeds on pavements – can be reported to Clarence on 0800232323. 
Shared pedestrian and cyclist use of pavements – still ongoing. 
Role and Function of Community Council – Ongoing exercise. The Way Ahead has been implemented 
and will be reviewed in the next session.  A new Newsletter is to be produced, and delivered in the 
Autumn.  
Concerns about the apparent crime wave and the need for good and effective Policing remains an 
ongoing issue. Concerns about the lack of cover in the area, especially at weekends when 
PoliceScotland resources are focussed on the city centre remain. 
Concerns about lack of a PoliceScotland presence in area, especially at weekends – ongoing. 
Bus stop notices – Chairperson met with Cllr Hart and City of Edinburgh officers. Working 
progressing on the issue but no outcomes as yet. 
Concerns about the single party Ward Councillors Newsletter were resolved when the document 
was endorsed by all four Ward members. 
Road safety concerns in Lasswade Road was raised by a resident and passed to Public Services sub-
committee. 
Concerns about flooding in Liberton Drive raised with CEC and Cllr Robosn addressed the issue.  
Parking concerns re Matgiotta’s in Lasswade Road were discussed but no action emerged. (Blocked 
Gulley’s can be reported via the CEC web site or by contacting CLARENCE on 0800232323.) 
Concerns about littering by pupils of Liberton High School were pursued by Cllr Hart and this seems 
to be an ongoing concern (in April 2015) especially for residents of Malbet Park. 
 
 
Edinburgh Association of Community Councils (EACC) 
The chairperson has been taking an active part in this organisation which has spent much of this year 
seeking to help member Councils improve their public visibility and raise their profiles in the local 
areas. It has also been taking a hard look at how the EACC is structured and how it does its own 
business and hopefully this will be resolved by the end of May. EACC will hopefully provide a 
stronger forum for discussing issues of mutual interest to Community Councils, for discussing City 
wide issues and, perhaps, campaigning for issues of mutual concern to groups of community 
councils. 
 
Civic Forum 
The chairperson represents the Community Council on the Civic Forum. This is a body that deals with 
planning and other related issues.  It is administered by The Cockburn Association and draws its 
membership from Community Councils and other Local Community Groups.  
 
Consultations 
(Planning) Alnwickhill WTW Site – L&DCC objected to the detail application. Subsequent to this a 
drop in event was staged in the TA Centre and a revised submission was made. Despite this CEC 
approved application virtually as submitted. Concerns about the failure of the developers / CEC to 
provide additional, lay-person friendly information was voiced. 
L&DCC objected expressing concerns re vehicular access arrangements for proposed development of 
2 houses adjacent to Gracemount School were submitted but ignored by CEC. 
L&DCC objected to scale of flatted development at Burdiehouse Road / Captain’s Road junction and 
levels of parking provision. Again, these concerns appear to have been ignored. 



Local Development Plan 2 was the subject of consultation. Two Drop in events were staged one at St 
Katharine’s Church Hall and the other at Kirk halls. The first was poorly attended whilst the second 
saw a good turn out with those concerned about proposals for Malbet Park / Blood Bank area and 
the western edge of the area. A submission, reiterating concerns about Broomhills, the boundary of 
the Strategic Development Area, Traffic Issues, Malbet Park and the Western Edge of the area was 
submitted to CEC. (Outcome expected at CEC Planning Committee May2015.) 
L&DCC submitted objections to the proposed Broomhills Development and also submitted 
objections to the proposed development known as Burdiehouse II. Objections to Broomhills dealt 
raised a number of issues including traffic generation and the entry feature / flatted development 
along Burdiehouse Road. The main concerns about Burdiehouse II was the part of the proposed 
development also along Burdiehouse Road. 
L&DCC submitted objections against extension to Liberton High School which will have serious 
adverse affects on neighbouring properties. This proposal  (proposed and approved by CEC) and the 
processing of the proposals and application has not been a pleasing experience for L&DCC and the 
neighbours who will be affected in perpetuity.  
FireScotland’s South Central Neighbourhood Operating Plan had been submitted to L&DCC and was 
accepted without comment. 
A Heriot Watt planning student – Mary McCabe – had requested comments on planning issues and 
Community Councils. Following a response by the Chairperson Mary advised that she had used the 
input and this had helped her gain her Masters degree. 
L&DCC made no submission to the CEC consultation on the budget for 2015 – 2016 but concerns 
were expressed over suggestions that the Gracemount Leisure Centre could be closed. Cllr Cook 
reported back that all CEC facilities were being appraised and that Gracemount was not under any 
specific  threat. 
No concerns were raised re a proposed late hours catering licence for the Petrol Station in Liberton 
Gardens. 
L&DCC made a response to  the Police Inspectorate’s questionnaire. 
Environment Sub  L&DCC has made a submission to SEAP (what) 
Public Services Sub has commented on NHS 10 year strategy. 
Public Services Sub has commented on community payback orders. 
Joint Environment and Public Services commented on community empowerment  
L&DCC made submission re issue of arming PoliceScotland and Stewart Sandilands attended a 
Scottish Police Authority even in person in November. 
 
Presentations 
City of Edinburgh Council – re proposed Liberton High School Extension. 
O’Rourke Building Company – re Goods Corner. 
Sarah Burns and Evelyn Kilmurry gave a presentation re role of Neighbourhood Partnership in the 
area. 
New Neighbourhood Partnership officer Andrew Gallagher attended the January 2015 to introduce 
himself to L&DCC. 
Allan McKinney made a presentation to the April 2015 meeting about the Southside Graveyard 
Project.  The project is seeking to secure support for fund raising to re-erect gravestones in Liberton, 
Grange  and Newington Cemeteries which have been laid flat to make the headstones safe. 
 
 
Site Visits / Meetings 
John Wilkinson attended Alcohol Licensing Forum Events.   
John Wilkinson attended all meetings of Neighbourhood Partnership.  
Chair attended pre-Christmas meeting /social event for neighbourhood organisations at Moredun 
Community Centre. 



Chairperson and other members attended second Broomhills pre-application event. 
Chairperson attended meeting/s of Gilmerton Inch CC re Local Development Planning issues. 
Chairperson attended meeting re new Sick Childrens’ Hospital. 
Chairperson, John Wilkinson, Norman Lyon and Liberton Association attended site visit to Alnwickhill 
WTW site. 
Chairperson attended CEC organised training session on the planning system. 
Chairperson attended meeting re Liberton High School Extension, met with residents in adjacent 
properties and met with Development Sub-Committee whilst it undertook its site visit. 
Su Millar attended NHS presentation on 10 year strategy. 
Chairperson attended a meeting re the HNDA Strategic Plan housing needs assessment and left a bit 
bewildered. 
Chairperson and wife attended Drumhead Service to commemorate WWI at the Castle Esplanade. 
Su Millar attended walkabout in St Katherine’s Park with CEC officer Mike Shields and further works 
were identified. 
Stewart Sandilands, and John and Caro Wilkinson attended the unveiling of the refurbished Braid 
Hills Trig Point Indicator. 
Mike Rea attended the Scottish Resilience Seminar at Victoria Quay and reported back that Scottish 
Borders Council were a good example of local activity. 
Chairperson, Mike Rea and Lynn Watts attended the CEC organised event on Neighbourhood 
Partnerships held in the City Chambers on 18th March. 
Chairperson attended PlanningDemocracy organised event in Glasgow on 25th April 2015. 
 
Community Council Representation on Other Bodies 
Community Council represented on: 
Edinburgh Association of Community Councils (Chair) 
Civic Forum (Chair) and peter Schwarz as substitute member. 
Neighbourhood Partnership (John Wilkinson) 
Licencing Forum (as members of public)  John Wilkinson and Mike Rea. 
 
Jim Henry       Chairperson    Liberton & District Community Council   
 
 
 


