
 
Minute of 59th Ordinary Meeting of Liberton and District Community Council 
Monday 24th November 2014 at 7.00 pm Liberton Kirk Halls.      
 
Members Present: 
Jim Henry, Chairperson  Alex Scott, Vice Chair  Cllr Norma Austin Hart 
Stewart Sandilands, Secretary Michael Rea, Member  Su Millar, Member 
Marion Stevenson, Member  Stewart Laird, LGNP  Peter Schwarz, Associate Member    
Cllr Nick Cook   Stuart Fleming, Liberton Assoc. Cllr Keith Robson   
Mike Edwards, Member  
 
In Attendance 
Ian Ramsay, CEC   Bill Macintyre, CEC  Andrew Bushell, CEC  
Triona Tiernan, CEC  Stephen Kelly, Liberton HS  Dorothy Menzies, Resident 
Nichalis Tsagkarakis, Resident Janette Dawson, Resident  Carole Laffy, Resident 
Bette Baillie, Resident  Stewart Thomson, Police Scotland  
 
Apologies 
Ian Murray MP           Lyn Watts, SEECAT  Dr. Matthew Jones, Foskap  
Jean Fowler, Member  Cllr Bill Cook   John Wilkinson, Treasurer   
Caro Wilkinson, Member  
 
Intimation. The Chairperson welcomed everyone to the meeting and expressed concerns about the meeting 
being quorate. However, the late arrivals of members made the meeting quorate. Chairperson also advised 
that Alex Scott had moved house and his new address is just outside the L&DCC area making Alex ineligible as 
a member of the CC. Chairperson also informed the meeting that following the last meeting Norman Lyon had 
tendered his resignation from the Community Council. This had been reluctantly accepted and he was thanked 
for his hard work and effort on behalf of the community.   
 
Apologies. Apologies were received as intimated above. 
 
 

Approval of Minute from Previous Meeting. Approval of the Minute for the58th Meeting was moved by 
Marion Stevenson and seconded by Mike Rea.   
 

Matters Arising 
Liberton Gym Hall Extension. 
Officials from City of Edinburgh Council (CEC) Children and Families Dept. and Architectural Services, CEC, 
made a brief presentation regarding the process followed and the criteria used for the decision making process 
in relation to the planning and design of the proposed gym hall extension at Liberton High School. The project 
was as a result of the existing halls demolition in the aftermath of the death of pupil Keane Wallis-Bennet. 
From their perspective the plans presented were the best option for the school and best met their own criteria 
and allowed for future development at the school site. Several local residents voiced their concerns regarding 
the proposal and expressed concern at the lack of consultation and the apparent failure by CEC Departments 
to follow planning guidelines. In addition residents felt that CEC appeared to pay no heed to the fact that a 
previous proposal to build the gym hall so close to the housing in Greenend had been revised in an effort to 
protect their amenity and the new proposal would result in infill development in the “stand-off” space. 
CEC felt that they had consulted with residents and were still open to further consultation but not regarding 
the location of the new building. 
Jim Henry on behalf of the CC had attended the meeting on 13.10.2014 at the High School. He stated that the 
CC had been made aware of the concerns of residents, and having ascertained their views efforts had made via 
the four Ward Members to delay the process pending further consultation. However CEC was not prepared to 
halt the proceedings and the only course of action open is to lodge an objection to the planning application. 
This course of action was supported by all Community Council members present.  
Scottish Police Authority (SPA), Armed Police Call for Evidence. Stewart Sandilands reported that he had 
attended the session at the Royal Scot Club on 3rd November 2014 and that the SPA will publish its report in 
due course. It was clear that the SPA hoped that the main outcome would be a more effective method of 
consultation adopted by Police Scotland in relation to policy changes affecting communities.    
Edinburgh’s Budget, Gracemount Leisure Centre. Marion Stevenson raised the issue over media coverage 
surrounding the cuts to budgets including that of Edinburgh Leisure and the possibility of the closure of Leisure 
Centres or removal of concessions. She had contacted all Cllrs and Ian Murray MP and local resident Bette 
Baillie had organised a petition protesting possible cuts and in 15 days had received 855 signatures. The 



petition was handed over to the City Councillors present. Cllr Norma Austin Hart provided information putting 
the coverage in context and providing reassurance that there were no immediate plans for any closures and 
that the press coverage had been premature. She did point out that savings would have to be made but that 
the planning for these would take place now for savings to be made 2015 -2016. She also pointed out that 
Gracemount Leisure Centre would undergo a refurbishment in June 2015. Stewart Laird confirmed that he had 
spoken to Hilary Roberts, Centre Manager and confirmed there were no closure plans and while the 
refurbishment would go ahead it was possible that a proposed extension would not. The CC agreed that the 
retention of the facilities at Gracemount was desirable and while reassured by the updates would maintain a 
watching brief in relation to further developments. 
Frogston Road. Marion Stevenson brought the CC’s attention to the matter of the proposed crossing/island for 
Frogston Road. Previous minutes of the CC indicated that the work on this was due to start in May or June 
2014 but to date there had been no work done. This had been discussed along with the possibility of dualing 
the pavement for use by pedestrians and cyclists. Mike Edwards mentioned that he had held discussion with 
Paul Matthews, CEC regarding cycle bypasses at refuge islands. Cllr Norma Austin Hart offered to chase up 
Council officials for an update. 
 
 

Reports   
Chairperson's Report. Jim Henry reported that he had attended the Executive meeting of the Edinburgh 
Association of Community Councils and expressed disappointment that only 10 or so of the 43 CC’s in 
Edinburgh had attended. The general consensus appeared to be that the organisation needed a kick start and 
he will attend the AGM this coming Saturday. It is to be hoped that some way forward to increase its profile 
can be considered at the AGM. He will also be attending the next meeting of the Civic Forum tomorrow, a site 
visit by the Planning Committee on Thursday and the get together at Moredun Community Centre on 4th 
December. 
Police Report.  Stewart Thomson reported that the figures he had were not only for the Liberton CC area but 
also for parts of the Gilmerton Inch CC area as the organisations were no co-terminus. The total number of 
crimes for September – October was 289, those most affecting residents were 34 housebreakings (22 at 
dwelling houses), 23 thefts, 34 vandalisms and 35 incidents of anti-social behaviour. The solvency rate was 
61%. Su Millar asked if there had been any developments regarding motorcycles using St Katherine’s Park and 
PC Thomson felt that the number of calls had diminished. Mike Rea asked if progress had been made regarding 
several incidents at the shops on Liberton Brae. PC Thomson was able to say that a male had been arrested in 
relation to 19 crimes in the area but was not sure if it included those mentioned but would check on this and 
report back. 
Treasurer's Report.  As the Treasurer was not present there was no report. The Chair reported that there had 
been no monies spent since the last meeting. The Chair had also asked Treasurer to check on progress of 
submitted approved accounts of CC for 2013 – 2014. 
Secretary's Report.  Stewart Sandilands brought the CC’s attention to a report just received from CEC, Police 
and Fire Scrutiny Committee giving quarterly performance reports for the Police and Fire Services. The Police 
report was in relation to the whole city of Edinburgh which made of no value to the CC and it was hoped that 
local officers attending the CC would continue to update us on local issues. The Fire report was broken down 
by Council Wards and Stewart highlighted that there had been an increase in unwanted Fire Alarm Signals but 
more positively there had been a substantial reduction in the number of deliberate fire settings. The report 
would be circulated on a quarterly basis as received.  
Neighbourhood Partnership Report. Stewart Laird informed the CC that the next meeting of the 
Neighbourhood Partnership would be on 8th December, 2pm at the Society Hall, Gilmerton. He will forward the 
time and dates for the forthcoming Sub-Group meetings. He highlighted the Christmas gathering which will 
again be hosted by Moredun Neighbourhood Forum at the Moredun Community Centre on 4th December 7-
9pm. Everyone is invited and he asked that those attending let him know directly. 
 
Sub-Committee Reports 
Planning.  Jim Henry reported that much of the focus had been on the development at Liberton High School 
discussed above. In addition work had been completed on the housing assessment for the CES Plan which 
would allow the CES Plan 2 to start and look at the 5 years up to and beyond 2032. 
Environment. Cllr Robson had provided contact details for a colleague who was willing to speak to the group 
and provide them with information on matters of interest.   
Communications.  Caro Wilkinson and Jim Henry had attended a meeting with Cllrs and CEC Officials regarding 
the display of community information in bus shelters. Discussion took place on the process to approve such a 
measure and the possibility of adding CC information to digital notice boards at bus stops on arterial routes. 
The meeting was very positive and hopefully further discussions will take place, 



Public Services.  Su Millar reported that the next meeting of the group would be next week and expressed 
disappointment that Norman Lyon had resigned from the CC and thanked him for his work on behalf of this 
group. 
FOSKAP. Su Millar reported that work had been done to create new paths and grants were being sought for 
new trees. She felt that the work done had clearly enhanced the park and that it was moving forward in very 
positive manner. Mike Rea asked if there had been any progress with bird boxes but Su was not sure and 
would make enquiries. 
SEECAT Report.  Lyn Watts provided a written report updating the CC on recent activity. The Cameron Toll 
Chaplaincy has established a new constitution and has its AGM at 7.30pm on 27th November. The credit Union 
is to be expanded and work jointly with Leith and the Justice and Peace Group have their AGM on the 26th 
November 
Liberton Association.  Stuart Fleming stated there was nothing to report. 
 
 
Topics for Discussion 
 
Licensing Forum.  As John Wilkinson was not present there was no update. 
Public Questions There were no public questions raised 
  
 

AOCB  
Speed Bumps. Marion Stevenson highlighted the location of a speed bump in Mortonhall Park Avenue near to 
the junction with Frogston Road and felt that it was more of a hindrance than a help at this location and would 
serve a more useful purpose if sited further north. Cllr Nick Cook offered to raise the issue. Further discussion 
took place regarding overgrown hedges and obstructed footpaths and the possibility of offenders on 
Community Service being employed to clear these obstructions. The Secretary was asked to write to the 
Director of Services for Communities in relation to this. 
Late Hours Catering Licence. An application had been received regarding an application for this licence from 
the Petrol Station in Liberton Gardens. There were no objections. 
The Way Ahead 
Chairperson advised that he was concerned that the numbers of members had fallen to 9 of the original 12 
elected and that three of the neighbourhood organisation places remained unfilled. He suggested that the CC 
should consider another “Way Ahead” type meeting should be held to review bringing the CC up to 12 
members and to review how the sub committees were working. 
The Chairperson closed the meeting at 2100 hours.  
 
Date of next meeting 
The next meeting will be held at 7.00 p.m. on Monday 26th January 20154 at Liberton Kirk Halls. 
 
Note: Members are reminded that Stuart McLean, City of Edinburgh Council will make a presentation to 
Liberton and District Community Council entitled ‘How the Council Works and Influencing the Council’. The 
seminar will be at 7pm on Monday 8th December 2014 at Liberton Kirk Halls. 
 
 


