
  
Minute of 58th Ordinary Meeting of Liberton and District Community Council 
Monday 27th October 2014 at 7.00 pm Liberton Kirk Halls.      
 
Members Present: 
Jim Henry, Chairperson  Alex Scott, Vice Chair  Cllr Bill Cook 
Stewart Sandilands, Secretary Michael Rea, Member  Norman Lyon, Member 
John Wilkinson, Treasurer Marion Stevenson, Member  Stewart Laird, LGNP 
Peter Schwarz, Assoc. Member Cllr Nick Cook   Stuart Fleming, Liberton Assoc. 
Caro Wilkinson, Member Cllr Keith Robson  Lyn Watts, SEECAT  
    
Apologies 
Ian Murray MP           Mike Edwards, Member  Cllr Norma Austin Hart 
Dr. Matthew Jones, Foskap Su Millar, Member  Jean Fowler, Member 
 
Intimation. The Chairperson welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
 
Apologies. Apologies were received as intimated above. 
 
 
Approval of Minute from Previous Meeting. Approval of the Minute for the 57nd Meeting was 
moved by Marion Stevenson and seconded by John Wilkinson.  
 
 
Matters Arising 
Liberton Drive This had been considered by the Public Services Sub-Group and as there were no 
updates it was agreed to remove this from the main CC agenda and progress would be monitored by 
the Sub Group and reported as appropriate.  
 
Alnwickhill WTW.  Planning Sub-Group issue. Would be reported via Sub Group. 
 
Parking Concerns, Margiotta, Lasswade Road.  This was being addressed by Public Services Sub-
Group. Little further progress anticipated. Sub Group would report back as appropriate.  
  
Liberton Brae/Kirk Brae Junction The Public Services Sub-Group to monitor the progress of this issue 
and report back. Best hope of progress was for any works to be funded by income from Developers 
of any relevant sites included in Proposed LDP.   
 
Local Development Plan (Version 2) Planning Sub-Group issue. Would be reported via Sub Group. 
 Road Gulley Maintenance. Public Services Sub-Group issue. Would be reported via Sub Group. 
 
Scottish Police Authority (SPA), Armed Police Call for Evidence. Stewart Sandilands had submitted a 
written response on behalf of the CC and as a consequence had been invited to give evidence in 
person to the SPA at the Royal Scot Club on 3rd November 2014.    
Littering at High Schools. Councillor Norma Austin Hart had written to Gracemount High School and 
had forwarded the response which indicated they were treating the matter seriously, had raised the 
matter at assemblies and for S1 pupils. Caro Wilkinson asked if the Councillor had also written to 
Liberton High School and Chair confirmed this had been done. 
 
Reports   
Chairperson's Report The Chairperson reported that he had met with Councillors Norma Austin Hart 
and Bill Cook in relation to the proposals for the new gym facilities at Liberton High School and that 
he would attend the Edinburgh Association of Community Council Executive on 29th October.  
Police Report.  There were no Police present and no report. 
Treasurer's Report.  John Wilkinson reported that the account now stood at £2,426 with no 
expenditure in the last month. 



Secretary's Report  Stewart Sandilands reported that the Fire Scotland South Central Edinburgh 
Neighbourhood Operating Plan had been received and was available to interested parties. An 
invitation had been received from the Friends of the Braids Hills to attend the installation of the 
refurbished View Indicator at the trig point on 1st November at 11am. The Lord Provost will perform 
the unveiling. The Secretary indicated he would attend and both John and Caro Wilkinson indicated 
they too would attend. A letter of thanks had been received from Mary Mccabe, a post graduate 
student at Heriot Watt University. Her dissertation had included an enquiry into involving young 
people in the Community Council and planning issues and in the course of her research she had 
contacted L&DCC for assistance. She had gained Master’s Degree with Grade B pass for her 
dissertation and wished to thank those that had assisted her.  
Neighbourhood Partnership Report. Stewart Laird had previously circulated documents on behalf of 
the Neighbourhood Partnership and brought the CC’s attention to the list of scheduled Partnership 
meetings. He mentioned the proposed development at Lang Loan (GICC area) along with the LDP- 
Education and Transport Appraisals for Liberton and Gilmerton. 
 
Sub-Committee Reports 
Planning.  Jim Henry reported on the Alnwickhill WTW planning application considered on 8th 
October and, despite the best efforts of Cllr Robson, it had been approved. The various concerns 
raised by L&DCC were no addressed. Norman Lyon expressed the opinion that the CC, Jim Henry in 
particular, had put a great deal of effort into dealing with this issue but that the CC’s views had been 
summarily dismissed and ignored and this did not reflect well on the Planning process. This view was 
supported by the CC. 
Jim Henry reported on the issue of the gym facilities at Liberton High School. CEC had invited local 
residents to a meeting at the school on 13th October at which time they presented their plans which 
appeared to be very close to the rear of properties in Greenend Gardens and Greenend Grove. 
Residents were informed that they could object to the Planning Application at the end of the month. 
Consultation on the development had been held with pupils, staff and parents but not with 
neighbours. The Chairperson pointed out that there were substantial grounds at the school 
therefore no need to build so close to the other properties. He added that he considered CEC should 
have consulted neighbours earlier in the process. Chair had contacted the four Ward Councillors 
asking that the application should be withdrawn and reconsidered but if this did not happen then an 
objection should be lodged. Cllr Robson asked if the CC had received any update on the CEC 
Consultation and when informed it had not he undertook to forward that to the CC. Cllr Nick Cook 
explained that it was important for the gym facilities to be kept together in the one area as this 
would help future funding from the Scottish government for a new school on the existing site. In 
addition Cllr Bill Cook stated that the impact of the death of Keane Wallis-Bennett on the students 
and school community could not be understated and there was a need to address this now and not 
wait for future developments. He added that the H&SE investigation is still ongoing and their report 
will be produced in due course.  
The Chairperson also raised the issue of an application for a house at the rear of Northfield House 
Hotel and concerns about the access off Ellen’s Glen. A previous application had been refused on 
conservation grounds and he advised that this objection should be maintained. The CC agreed.      
Environment.  Caro Wilkinson reported that the first meeting of the group was held on 14th October 
and wide ranging discussion took place on the history of environmental issues and the policies of the 
EU, Scottish and UK Governments. Dr Jones had advised that the group should establish the 
commitments made by elected bodies and thereafter hold elected representatives to account on 
their achievements or otherwise. It was clear that the group needed to be better informed and work 
would continue to achieve that. Cllr Robson stated he had a contact at WWF and offered to ask if he 
could provide information to the group. This was accepted. The next meeting would develop the 
ideas raised and consider the possibility of running an event such as a Sustainable Energy Fair.  
Communications. The next meeting of the group would be in November but a number of issues 
raised at the last meeting had been progressed. An email had been received from Alan Howie, 
Advisor to the Convenor of Transport and Environment Services for Communities, CEC, offering 
dates for a meeting regarding the use of bus shelters for display of CC information. Caro Wilkinson 
undertook to respond and attend the meeting when arranged. The use of the CC website by the 



Nominated Organisations was being progressed by Peter Schwarz and he was in contact with 
representatives of each group.  
Public Services.  Norman Lyon gave an update on the meeting held on 13th October. The group 
agreed that there were a number of issues which were in the remit of the group that appeared on 
the main agenda (See Matters Arising above) but which were not able to be progressed due to 
matters out with the control of the CC. In these circumstances it was recommended that they be 
removed from the agenda and reconsidered by the subgroup if there were any developments. This 
was accepted by the CC. 
The group had contacted CEC regarding a number of gulley’s that had been identified as problem 
areas and were able to report that the CEC had taken action to clear them. Both Clarence and the 
CEC website had been used and both had been successful. Norman had made enquiries regarding 
the existence of Neighbourhood Watches in the CC area with a view to supporting them and 
providing a better link with the Police. He had established that there were 10 NW’s in the area but it 
was not known how active they were. Further action would be taken to establish their status. 
Concern was raised re the provision of GP services in the area with surgeries such as the Liberton 
Group Practice no longer accepting new patients. This despite the proposed housing developments, 
including the Alnwickhill WTW development opposite the Surgery adding many new residents to the 
area. The provision of medical services is a NHS issue and would be considered at future Public 
Services Sub-Group meetings. 
 
FOSKAP  There was no report    
SEECAT Report.  Lyn Watts reported that a Dementia Awareness presentation had taken place and 
that in the lead up to Christmas a quiet morning was being arranged for 6th December at Liberton 
Northfield Church. SEECAT had organised carol singing at Cameron Toll Shopping Centre, 6.30 – 
7.30pm on 18th December and at Morrison’s, Gilmerton Road, and 12.00 – 1.00pm on 20th 
December. 
Liberton Association  Stuart Fleming stated there was nothing to report. 
 
 
Topics for Discussion 
 
Licensing Forum.  John Wilkinson had attended this month’s meeting and this had involved a 
meeting with the Licensing Board. The main concern was the over provision of licensed premises. 
Cllr Bill Cook gave a personal view of the historical context and pointed to the rise in living standards 
and more liberal legislation leading to easier access to alcohol. John Wilkinson felt that not enough 
consideration was given to the impact on health issues. Cllr Nick Cook explained that the Licensing 
Board was a quasi-judicial body and unless there was a strong legal basis to refuse a licence then it 
would be granted. However the Board had expressed a strong desire to work closely with health 
organisations. Mike Rea expressed concern that licensees or their employees were not robust 
enough in dealing with drunkenness but Cllr Nick Cook pointed out that standards were high and 
errant licensees and employees were regularly penalised by the Board as appropriate. 
Resilience Seminar Report Mike Rea reported on this event which had been led by the Scottish 
Resilience Development service. Discussions including working with volunteers and communicating 
with communities. Scottish Borders Council gave examples of good practice and the New York model 
was also presented as good practice showing that you can practice and prepare for anything. The UK 
model was less proscriptive. He would arrange for the papers to be placed on the website for others 
to view. 
 
Public Questions  
There were no public questions raised 
  
 
AOCB  
City of Edinburgh Council CC Self- Assessment e Questionnaire Jim Henry informed the CC that he 
had completed this questionnaire from CEC but felt that it was poorly constructed and that it was 
difficult, given the space for each answer, to give what he considered to be an acceptable level of 



response. Due to a misunderstanding between Chair and Secretary, the Questionnaire, as 
completed, was not forwarded to CEC 
Edinburgh’s Budget Challenge Stewart Sandilands informed the CC that an email regarding the issue 
of the CEC budget had been placed on the website and all were invited to review and add their own 
views or suggestions.  
 
The Chairperson closed the meeting at 2100 hours.  
 
Date of next meeting 
The next meeting will be held at 7.00 p.m. on Monday 24th November 2014 at Liberton Kirk Halls. 
 
Note for Information. After the closure of the meeting Norman Lyon intimated to the Chairperson 
that he was resigning from the Community Council. 


