
Minute of 57th Ordinary Meeting of Liberton and District Community Council 
Monday 29th September 2014 at 7.00 pm Liberton Kirk Halls.      
 
Members Present: 
Jim Henry, Chairperson  Alex Scott, Vice Chair  Cllr Bill Cook 
Stewart Sandilands, Secretary Su Millar, Member  Michael Rea, Member  
John Wilkinson, Treasurer  Marion Stevenson, Member  Cllr Norma Austin Hart 
Peter Schwarz, Associate Member Ann Weir, SEECAT  Mike Edwards, Member  
Cllr Nick Cook   Jean Fowler, Member  Stuart Fleming, Liberton Assoc. 
Caro Wilkinson, Member 
 
In Attendance 
PC Martin Hanley, Police Scotland Lyn Watts, SEECAT  Kathleen Leach 
Ian Strachan   Evelyn Kilmurry, LGNP  Sarah Burns, LGNP  
  
Apologies 
Ian Murray MP           Cllr Keith Robson   Stewart Laird, LGNP   
Norman Lyon, Member  Dr. Matthew Jones, Foskap 
 
Intimation. The Chairperson welcomed everyone to the meeting with a special welcome to Sarah Burns and 
Evelyn Kilmurry from the Neighbourhood Team who were going to explain some of the work they undertake. 
 
Apologies. Apologies were received as intimated above. 
 
 

Approval of Minute from Previous Meeting. Approval of the Minute for the 56
nd

 Meeting was moved by John 
Wilkinson and seconded by Marion Stevenson.  
 
Presentation on behalf of Neighbourhood Partnership. Sarah Burns opened the presentation and explained 
that the South Area neighbourhood Team based at offices in Captains Road was one of 6 across the city and 
had 160 staff providing local services including a task Force, for bins, grass etc., Housing Officers, 
Environmental Wardens, Community Safety Officers and staff at 5 Libraries. All the staff were focused on the 
local area and used to resolve local issues and much of the work was done in partnership with partner 
agencies such as Police or schools. 
Evelyn Kilmurry explained that much of the work is done to support the Neighbourhood Partnership. The 
Liberton/Gilmerton Partnership is one of 12 across the city and meets quarterly bringing together Councillors, 
Community Reps, John Wilkinson from the CC, Neighbourhood Forum reps, SEECAT, Liberton Association, Inch 
Association and the Police and NHS. Its purpose is to improve the quality of life for all in the area and address 
the issues identified by local people as priorities incorporated in the Local Community Plan. The 
Liberton/Gilmerton NP identified 4 priorities for its LCP to be launched in October and these are, 1 Young 
people, 2 Domestic Abuse, 3 Support to parents and 4 Reduce isolation for older people. The plan is designed 
to run for 3 years. The NP also has available small amounts of grant money and can assist with minor repairs to 
roads and pavements or on land held by the Housing Account. 
Sarah and Evelyn invited questions and were asked by Caro Wilkinson about the littering issue around local 
High Schools. They informed Caro that this matter had already been raised recently by Ian Murray MP and 
work inside the schools was already ongoing through the Environmental wardens. Marion Stevenson 
highlighted the issue of growing piles of leaves causing danger. Due to the mild weather the Neighbourhood 
team are still in grass cutting mode but will soon transition to leave clearing. Mike Rea asked about pothole 
repairs and are they inspected. The Local team has a budget for emergency repairs but the capital budget for 
city wide repairs is centrally managed. The repairs are checked but many of the issues are caused by utilities 
not carrying out repairs properly. 
The Chairperson thanks both Sarah and Evelyn for their presentation and assisting the CC in understanding the 
work of the Neighbourhood Team and Partnership.   
 

Items Arising 
Liberton Drive Norman Lyon had responded to the letter from CEC Road Safety and had supported the work 
already undertaken. He agreed that the renewed Island 3 would go a long way to preventing dangerous 
overtaking and might reduce the overall speed on this stretch of road.  He also pointed out that additional 



measures, the use of pavement blisters at the two existing islands, the use of a red road surface and repeat 
30mph road markings at island 2 and 3 would ensure drivers are aware and improve safety for pedestrians. He 
also suggested that the 20mph limit be extended to include the roadway between Alnwickhill and Tower 
Riding Stables.  
 
Alnwickhill WTW.  This issue will go to the Planning Committee on the 8

th
 October and Cllr Robson has asked 

for it to go to a hearing, which if granted would allow the L&DCC to present its point of view. 
 
Parking Concerns, Margiotta, Lasswade Road.  There was no update 
  
Liberton Brae/Kirk Brae Junction There was no update 
 
Local Development Plan (Version 2) The Chairperson reported that attendance at the two drop in events had 
been mixed with only 4 at St Katherines Hall but over 40 at Liberton Kirk Hall. A draft submission had been 
prepared and it focussed on 1. Broomhills: concerns re traffic, open space and the school, 2 If Broomhills is 
taken out of the LDP(2) then it should be reinstated as Green Belt, 3 Revision of the boundary of the Strategic 
Development area and 4 Ellen’s Glen: reflect residents’ concerns re access and density and ask that this be 
deleted from the LDP(2) and support for areas designated Green Belt in the plan. 
The Chairperson acknowledged that the Malbet Association had been very active in opposing this 
development but was concerned that he had not received any responses from the Malbet residents that had 
attended the Drop in session. He explained that the area affected by this development and the others had 
been leafleted to ensure residents were aware and it was highlighted on the web site but that it was not 
possible to reach everyone.  
 
Road Gulley Maintenance. Following last month’s meeting Cllr Robson had provided an update. This service 
had been adversely affected by sickness and holidays but it was hoped that this would be resolved soon. 3 
vehicles were available in this area and the plan was that every gulley would be cleaned at least once on a 
rolling 18 month programme. Blocked Gulley’s can be reported via the CEC web site or by contacting 
CLARENCE on 0800232323. Concern was expressed by several members that contacting the CEC seemed to 
have little effect and members were asked to make the secretary aware if this issue arose again. 
 
 

Reports   
Chairperson's Report   The Chairperson had no additional information to report.  
Police Report.  PC Martin Hanley gave an update on crime trends and figures for the last month. There had 
been a reduction in vandalisms and drug offences but an increase in Housebreakings. This pattern had been 
reflected across the city and was not specific to the Liberton area. Many of the break ins appeared to be to 
steal keys and vehicles and he offered a range of crime prevention advice including taking your vehicle keys to 
the bedroom rather than leaving them accessible to intruders. He also advised residents to call regarding any 
suspicious persons or vehicles. Mike Rea asked about the spate of break ins to shops and again this was a city 
wide problem and was being tackled by a specialist team who were now achieving results. PC Hanley also 
pointed out that following incidents in the Gilmerton/Inch area there was an increased police presence in 
South Edinburgh but that there was no immediate risk to the public. 
 
Treasurer's Report.  John Wilkinson reported that he had met with L&DCC’s appointed examiner and that the 
accounts had been checked and approved and were ready to submit to CEC. It was agreed that the secretary 
would write to the examiner and ask if he was prepared to carry out this function for next year. At this time 
the bank balance is £2426.92 after payments made for the use of the halls for the drop in events. 
  
Secretary's Report  Stewart Sandilands had received a request from CEC for a signed copy of the Constitution 
to be forwarded to them. This was agreed and a copy duly signed will be forwarded. He thanked the 
Councillors for their newsletter and highlighted a number of items including the Liberton High School project 
set up in the aftermath of the death of Keane Wallis Bennett to consider the future of PE Facilities and the 
wider school building. A consultation document had been received from the Scottish Police Authority 
regarding armed Police with a response date of 17

th
 October. Due to the short time allowed members are 

invited to respond to the secretary who will collate and respond on behalf of the CC. 
 



Sub-Committee Reports 
Planning.  Jim Henry reported on the LDP(2) drop in events and expressed disappointment that only 2 
residents from the Mortonhall area had attended the event at St Katherines. He was asked how people had 
been made aware of the event and highlighted the details on the web and that the CC had distributed 450 
leaflets on a targeted basis. He accepted that the events had been a learning experience and this would be 
borne in mind for future similar events. 
Environment.  There had been no meeting of the group but Caro Wilkinson reported that great progress was 
being made at the Gracemount Walled Garden and that she was still trying to obtain a copy of the CC 
submission re the SEAP consultation. 
Communications Stewart Sandilands reported that the group had met on 22

nd
 September and discussed a 

variety of topics. The issue of the newsletter was raised and the group felt an annual production in either 
Spring or Autumn was appropriate which did not stop targeted leaflets from going out re specific issues. As 
delivery was dependent on a small number of individuals a more frequent newsletter would be unsustainable. 
Peter Schwarz had received the Scottish Community Councils Online 2014 study which identified Liberton CC 
as amongst the leaders in this area. It identified that more could be done via Facebook/twitter but identified 
dangers of inappropriate use. None of those present felt competent in this area. Peter also raised the 
possibility of the Nominated Groups to the CC being given space on the web site. This was agreed and Peter 
will consider how best to progress this. The offer from CEC Stuart McLean to run a seminar on How the Council 
Works had been progressed and he would now be holding this at the Kirk Halls at 7pm on Monday 8

th
 

December. It was agreed that the invitation would be extended to other interested parties. The use of bus 
shelters to display CC Information had lain dormant and would be raised again and enquiries would be made 
to access notice boards in the area to display the Agenda and/or minutes of the CC. Caro undertook to look at 
badges for members that would allow them to be identifiable as such at events such as the drop in. The next 
meeting will be in November TBC.   
Public Services  Su Millar reported that she had submitted the Community Payback Order consultation on 
behalf of the CC and had received a request from Dr Matthew Jones to move to the Environmental Sub-Group 
where he felt his knowledge would be of more use. This was agreed. Su informed the meeting that she had 
received a request for advice from residents in St Catherines who paid a Factor to arrange the care of common 
ground. A resident had failed to pay for a number of years and the Factor was now demanding that the other 
residents now cover that cost. This apparently mirrors a situation some years ago in Alnwickhill and Cllr Norma 
Austin Hart undertook to establish how that had been dealt with. Several other suggestions were made such 
as CAB and pro bono lawyers. Su will advise accordingly. 
 
FOSKAP   Su Millar stated there was nothing to report but asked that given his area of expertise Dr Matthew 
Jones could join the Environment Sub Group. This was approved. 
SEECAT Report.  Ann Weir reported that SEECAT AGM had been attended by all the Churches and had received 
a report on the two major festivals at Christmas and Easter which had attracted increased numbers .The 
Cameron Toll Chaplaincy was now well established and well used. Services were being provided at Liberton 
Hospital and at Ellen’s Glen House but it was always a struggle to get volunteers. The Credit Union had not 
been very active but changes to open it up across Edinburgh were planned and it was hoped this would kick 
start it. A future event on Dementia Awareness was planned for 22

nd
 October. Finally Anne announced that 

she was stepping down from her role with the CC and she introduced her replacement, Lyn Watts. The 
Chairperson thanks Anne for her contributions over the years and welcomed Lyn. 
Liberton Association Stuart Fleming stated there was nothing to report. 
 
 
Topics for Discussion 
 
Licensing Forum. John Wilkinson reported that the most recent meeting had received a presentation from the 
Police on a typical weekend in the City. The next meeting was on the 15

th
 October and would be followed by a 

meeting with the Licensing Board to discuss the over provision of licensing outlets in the City. 
Civic Forum Peter Schwarz reported he had attended this meeting on behalf of the Chairperson. He explained 
that the meeting brought together the CC’s and the Edinburgh Planners and meets twice a year. The first 
meeting this year had been a presentation on the greenbelt while the September meeting was about the 
Edinburgh design process and included presentations on CEC design objectives, the Edinburgh Urban Design 
Panel which advises developers, the Architectural and Design Scotland group offering guidance on good 
practice and the Environmental Equality Indicator Project showing how happy people are with planning. Peter 



had also taken the opportunity to speak to John Inman and ask him about changes to the western boundary on 
the Strategic Plan and Mr Inman had responded that the CC could propose changes. 
 
Public Questions  
There were no public questions raised 
  
 

AOCB The chairperson raised the issue of the Edinburgh Association of Community Councils which due to 
illness and absence had not met for some time. This was a missed opportunity and he hoped to raise the issue 
of how it might address similar problems arising in the future. 
 
The Chairperson closed the meeting at 2055 hours.  
 
Date of next meeting 
The next meeting will be held at 7.00 p.m. on Monday 27

th
 October 2014 at Liberton Kirk Halls. 


