
Minute of 56th Ordinary Meeting of Liberton and District Community Council 
Monday 25th August 2014 at 7.00 pm Liberton Kirk Halls.      
 
Members Present: 
Jim Henry, Chairperson  Norman Lyon, Member  Alex Scott, Vice Chair 
Stewart Sandilands, Secretary Su Millar, Member  Michael Rea, Member  
John Wilkinson, Treasurer  Marion Stevenson, Member  Cllr Keith Robson 
Peter Schwarz, Associate Member Ann Weir, SEECAT  Stewart Laird, LGNP   
 
In Attendance 
Lynda Ardern 
    
Apologies 
Ian Murray MP            Cllr Bill Cook   Cllr Norma Austin Hart   
Cllr Nick Cook   Jean Fowler, Member  Mike Edwards, Member 
Stuart Fleming, Liberton Assoc. Derek Kennedy, Liberton Assoc. Caro Wilkinson, Member 
 
Intimation. The Chairperson welcomed everyone to the meeting. He then read a statement to the meeting 
from John and Caro Wilkinson apologising for comments made at the last meeting and withdrawing 
statements made in relation to fellow member Norman Lyon. This was graciously accepted by Norman Lyon 
and the Community Council. 
 
Apologies. Apologies were received as intimated above. 
 
 

Approval of Minute from Previous Meeting. Approval of the Minute for the 55nd Meeting was moved by Su 
Millar and seconded by Ann Weir.  
 

Items Arising 
Liberton Drive A letter had been received from Iain Peat, Road Safety Officer, CEC and had been copied to 
residents in Liberton Drive asking for opinions on the construction of the third traffic island. The letter included 
drawings for the possible siting of the third island and replies were requested by 30th September. Norman Lyon 
pointed out that the traffic speeds had actually increased since the last survey and that 1 in 6 vehicles were 
travelling at speeds that would be fatal if involved in a collision with a pedestrian. 
ACTION: Secretary to write to Police Scotland and request enforcement of the speed limit be carried out in this 
area,  
ACTION: Norman Lyon to respond on behalf of CC to CEC Road Safety Dept. consultation on proposed third 
island. 
 
Alnwickhill WTW.  The Chairperson gave an update and explained that the consultation period had been 
extended and that the CC had held a drop in event at the TA Centre, Alnwickhill Road. 175 houses had been 
leafleted and 58 local residents had attended. 40 feedback forms had been received and the Chair had 
formulated a response based on the feedback. The strongest feeling was expressed over the height of the 
proposed housing and a request had been made to CEC for a hearing at the Planning Committee. Concern was 
also expressed that the developers had not provided additional information which it was considered could 
help lay members of the public better understand the proposals.  
 
Parking Concerns, Margiotta, Lasswade Road.  No further action had been taken in relation to this and it was 
agreed that it would be continued. 
  
Liberton Brae/Kirk Brae Junction There had not yet been any developments in relation to this but Cllr Norma 
Austin Hart had reported that officials are trying to source funding for any proposed changes. The issue 
regarding parking within the junction was again raised and it was believed that this was being considered along 
with the other issues for any development.  
 
Local Development Plan (Version 2). The package of documents relating to LDP 2 had been received in hard 
copy and Peter Schwarz had added the electronic version to the web site. Two relevant areas of development 
had been identified, at Broomhills and at Ellen’s Glen. Bids had been made during the consultation on LDP 1 



for developments on the western boundary of the Liberton area but were not included in the LDP 2. Residents 
on the western edge of the area, between Stanedykehead and Blackford Glen are to be encouraged to accept 
the LDP in its present form re protecting the green belt to make the Reporter considering LDP 2 aware there 
are strong objections to any proposed developments out with the LDP. The alignment of the boundary of the 
SESPlan Strategic Development to the west of Liberton was also an issue for consideration by residents. 
Leaflets would be distributed by the CC to the relevant residents to make them aware of the consultation and 
the L&DCC Drop in events. 
Two drop in events had been arranged to inform local residents, 16th September at St Katherine’s Church Hall, 
6.30 pm – 9pm, and Liberton Kirk halls, 5pm – 8pm on 18th September. In addition the CEC had arranged a 
similar event at Faith Mission Hall, Gilmerton, 4pm – 7pm on 4th September. Gilmerton CC have also proposed 
that all CC’s on the City Boundary should combine and approach Derek, McKay,  the Scottish Government 
Planning Minister to express concern about the apparent use of planning by appeal by developers attempting 
to circumvent the due process.  
 
Selection of Examiner of L&DCC Accounts. The Secretary informed the CC that following the last meeting he 
had written to both the nominees put forward as Examiners and that one response had been received from Mr 
Alexander Fowler. On that basis he proposed that Mr Fowler be invited to be the Account Examiner. This was 
put to the vote and accepted by all members present. 
ACTION: Secretary to write to Mr Fowler and inform his of the CC’s decision and arrange a meeting between 
him, The Treasurer and Peter Schwarz 
 

Reports   
Chairperson's Report   The Chairperson again expressed concern regarding developers making bids for 
developments out with the LDP and explained that the Reporters decision was binding on the CEC despite not 
being in the CEC LDP. Cllr Perry had also expressed his concern over this issue and Cllr Robson explained that 
the planning legislation allows this to happen and the CEC Planning Committee are relatively powerless to stop 
it and are bound by the decisions of the Reporter. 
The Chair had attended an event which attempted to explain the HNDA model of assessing the strategic 
housing needs but despite his wide ranging experience of planning issues felt the process was overly 
complicated. He got the impression that Local Authorities had been given responsibility but had not been given 
the tools by Central Government to carry it out. 
The Chair, on behalf of the CC, had attended the WWI Drumhead Service on the Castle Esplanade along with 
representatives from all over Scotland and felt it was a very moving and interesting tribute.  
 
Police Report. No Police in attendance 
 
Treasurer's Report.  A letter had been received from Julie Dickson, CEC informing the CC that the Annual 
Administration Grant of £861.62 had been paid to the CC Account. The Insurance Premium had been deducted 
and the Accommodation Subsidy added all of which meant that the account now totalled £2631.18. The 
treasurer explained that recent spending included the hire of the TA Centre and the cost of maintaining the CC 
Email address but asked the CC to consider plans to spend the money. A discussion took place and it was 
identified that there are ongoing costs with producing a newsletter and the Communications Sub Group need 
to consider this while the possibility of running events was also raised. It was agreed that each of the Sub 
Groups should consider their spending needs and make submissions to the Treasurer. 
 
Secretary's Report  The Secretary reported that the CC Liaison Officer, Eileen Hewitt had left her post to take 
up a secondment with the 20MPH Programme and in the future correspondence would be through Julie 
Dickson. Late intimation had been received regarding the Transport Forum to be held at McDonald Road 
Library on 28th August. The Secretary read out correspondence from LOOPS (Local Opportunities for Older 
People) including their forthcoming events. The Scottish Voluntary Sector and Community Resilience Seminar 
will be held at Victoria Quay on 30th September. It was agreed that Mike Rea would attend on behalf of the CC 
and would report back. 
ACTION: Secretary to pass details of seminar to Mike Rea for him to book a place. 
 
Sub-Committee Reports 
Planning.  The Chairperson stated that the Planning issues had been covered elsewhere in the agenda. He 
asked the CC for approval to make a donation of £25 to St Katherine’s Church for the use of their hall for the 



LDP drop in session and this was supported. Su Millar asked if the development at Little Road had been 
expanded and the Chair confirmed that an additional two storey block parallel to the road had been approved 
and was under construction. 
Environment.  Alex Scott reported that the Group had made a submission re SEAP and that Caro was trying to 
secure a hard copy of the response (made online) to make a more detailed report to the CC. 
 
Communications Stewart Sandilands reported that he had received an invitation from Stuart McLean, CEC 
Corporate Governance offering to run a 1 hour seminar on How the Council Works and Influencing the Council. 
He had asked that the CC identify a selection of dates in November/December for this to be held. Stewart 
Sandilands asked if there was sufficient interest and as there was he undertook to identify appropriate dates 
and arrange the seminar. 
ACTION: Stewart Sandilands to identify suitable dates and arrange seminar. 
Public Services.  Su Millar reported that the Group had submitted its response to the NHS 10 year Strategic 
Plan which she felt was ambitious and comprehensive and the Groups comments had been positive. She also 
asked the CC to assist with her response to the consultation on Community Payback Orders. She asked a series 
of questions which the CC responded to and she will use these to respond by 1st September. She also raised 
the issue of the 20mph consultation and invited members to complete the online survey and highlighted that 
the CEC will hold road show events will be held at the Gyle on 21st September and St James centre on 25th 
September. In addition a public meeting has been arranged for 7pm on 23rd September at the City Chambers 
specifically for South Central and Liberton/Gilmerton. 
With regards to the issue of Community Empowerment Su Millar agreed to speak to Caro Wilkinson, 
Environment Sub Group, regarding a joint response.  
 
FOSKAP   Su Millar reported that a walk about had been held with Mike Shields, CEC Parks and Recreation and 
identified repairs to the bridge and additional planting. 10 fruit trees had been planted and it was hoped to 
plant additional fruit trees while the wild flower bed was being used in a bee pollination study. It was hoped 
that an outside gym could be developed in the future. Motor cycles were still an issue with one night being 
active from 10.30pm until 4.20am. The Police had responded but it was clear that members of the public were 
reluctant to call them. Finally a new path was being built and funding for this had been obtained. 
 
SEECAT Report.  Ann Weir reported that SEECAT had not held a recent meeting but had organised two 
hustings events re the forthcoming referendum. The format of these involved short presentations from both 
sides followed by a public forum. 
 
Liberton Association No report. 
 
Neighbourhood Partnership Report Stewart Laird reported on the Liberton Sportsfest and its success and also 
that concerns had been raised over the weed infestation on the site of the new Aldis in Gilmerton Road. He 
also spoke about the new arrangements for recycling and rubbish collection. The details for the 
implementation of the new recycling service were circulated and Cllr Robson was able to answer a number of 
questions raised. 
 
Topics for Discussion 
 
Licensing Forum. John Wilkinson had attended and reported that a presentation on new legislation had been 
made by Inspector Diane Bruce, Police Scotland and discussions had included Legal Highs, the test for a fit and 
proper person to hold a licence and concerns about licensing by appeal, in similar fashion to planning. The next 
meeting will be on 15th October and is a joint meeting with the Licensing Board and a seminar entitled 
‘Alcohol, the challenge for Edinburgh’ will be held on 11th September. 
New Recycling Service. This had previously been discussed under Neighbourhood Partnership above. 
Road Gulley Maintenance, Liberton Drive. A letter had been received specifically about issues of flooding in 
Liberton Drive but discussion established that the situation was poor across the CC area. Stuart Laird, CEC 
asked that any instances of flooding and/or poor maintenance be passed to him by email and he will progress 
while Cllr Robson undertook to check on the process used by the CEC to maintain the gulleys. 
Cross Boundary Implications re Housing Development in East Lothian. This had been raised by Cllr Norma 
Austin Hart who had pointed to the concern for the transport infrastructure caused by housing developments 
in East Lothian. Subsequent to this a letter had been received from Dr Tony Gray with replies from John Inman, 



CEC regarding the impact on transport infrastructure of Midlothian Councils LDP and their plans for 11,000 
plus houses. The relevant papers were passed to the Planning Sub group for their consideration. 
Little Road Waste Collections. At the last meeting concern was raised that due to ongoing road works the 
collections were not being made in Little Road. Cllr Norma Austin Hart had raised this with officials and an 
alternative plan for collection had been devised and the waste was now being collected. 
Community Empowerment (Scotland) Policy Memo. This had been previously raised under Public Services 
Sub Group above. 
 
Public Questions  
There were no public questions raised 
  
 

AOCB 
20 MPH Consultation. This had been raised and discussed under Public Services Sub group above. 
 
The Chairperson closed the meeting at 2055 hours.  
 
Date of next meeting 
The next meeting will be held at 7.00 p.m. on Monday 29th   September 2014 at Liberton Kirk Halls. 


