
DRAFT 
 
Minute of 55th Ordinary Meeting of Liberton and District Community Council 
Monday 30th June 2014 at 7.00 pm Liberton Kirk Halls.      
 
Members Present: 
Jim Henry, Chairperson  Jean Fowler, Member  Norman Lyon, Member 
Stewart Sandilands, Secretary Su Millar, Member  Michael Rea, Member  
Stuart Fleming, Liberton Assoc. John Wilkinson, Treasurer Caro Wilkinson, Member  
Peter Schwarz, Associate Member Cllr Norma Austin Hart Ann Weir, SEECAT 
Mike Edwards, Member 
In Attendance 
Richard Low    Stella A Low   Helen Kennedy 
Derek Kennedy, Liberton Assoc. Ann Callaghan   Mandy Watt  
  
Apologies 
Ian Murray MP            Cllr Bill Cook   Alex Scott, Vice Chair  
Marion Stevenson, Member  Cllr Nick Cook   Cllr Keith Robson 
PC Stuart Fraser, Police Scotland Stewart Laird, CEC 
 
Intimation. The Chairperson welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
 
Apologies. Apologies were received as intimated above. 
 
 
Approval of Minute from Previous Meeting. Approval of the Minute for the 54nd Meeting 
was moved by Norman Lyon and seconded by Jean Fowler. 
 
Items Arising 
Liberton Drive Norman Lyon reported that Cllr Nick Cook had hosted a meeting at the City 
Chambers attended by himself, the Chairperson, residents of Liberton Drive, Cllrs Nick and 
Bill Cook and Gary Paton, Senior Official from the Road Safety Dept., CEC. Issues re the 
quality of the work done were resolved by the contractor (at their expense) and the third 
island will be built but it is still to be decided where and the road will be narrowed. The fall-
back position will be to install a Vehicle Activated Sign if the road works do not have the 
desired impact. A survey is ongoing to assess the measures taken and we are awaiting the 
results.  
 
Frogston Road.  No update. 
 
Goods Corner.  The concerns about the condition of the site have not changed and the site 
continues to deteriorate but as yet the landowners have taken no action to clean up the 
site. It was felt that the condition of the site was such that the CEC should be in a position to 
take action and it was agreed that the Secretary would write to CEC and ask if action could 
be taken. 
Action. Secretary to write to CEC requesting action be taken to make site safe. 
 



Fly Tipping, Mortonhall/west Liberton. No update 
 
Newsletter Update.   This had now been passed to the Communications Sub-Group. 
  
Engaging with the Community Update. This too had now been passed to the 
Communications Sub-Group.  
 
Alnwickhill WTW. A site visit had taken place with Cala and they had supplied larger scale 
plans and cross sections. A request had been made for them to also supply photo montages 
and clearer indications of ground levels on the site and these are still awaited. Once these 
have been received it is the intention of the CC to inform local residents. The developer had 
made a minor concession by reducing the height of 4 houses backing onto Alnwickhill Road 
but concerns still remain regarding the height of buildings, the access and egress, the 
inappropriate emergency access and car park provision. Cala had indicated that local 
residents will also be invited for site visits. 
 
Parking Concerns, Margiotta, Lasswade Road  Discussion took place regarding the parking 
situation outside Margiottas. As the land used for parking is private land there is little that 
can be done but if the parking encroaches onto the public footpath or is dangerous on the 
road then this is a police matter and should be reported. 
Action: Public Services Sub-Committee to contact Police Scotland to seek guidance on a way 
ahead. 
  
Liberton Brae/Kirk Brae Junction Cllr Austin Hart provided an assurance that the CEC are 
looking at this issue and it was hoped will progress and hopefully include additional parking 
restrictions within the junction. 
 
Local Development Plan. Chairperson reported that City of Edinburgh had approved the 
second version of the Proposed Local Development Plan for consultation. Consultation 
planned for 22.8 to 3.10. Only one new site in L&DCC between Malbet Wynd and Ellen’s 
Glen Road a partly greenfield and partly brownfield site. Broomhills remains as an allocated 
site. L&DCC planned a leaflet drop in the vicinity of these sites and along the western edge 
of Liberton.  No sites allocated in this area but Chairperson suggested residents in this area 
should support the Proposed Pan as this would strengthen City of Edinburgh’s position in 
the event of speculative applications and other responses from prospective developers 
proposing these sites be added to the plan. Issue of boundary of Strategic Development 
Area boundary not defined on Proposals Map. Drop in events to be organised by L&DCC in 
due course.  Concerns still remain possible approval of ongoing proposals for development 
prior to end of plan preparation process – e.g. Broomhills. 
 
Reports   
Chairperson's Report   The Chairperson reported that he had attended a Planning Training 
Session and commended the CEC Planning dept. for their useful hand-outs which had been 
supplied to Peter Schwarz for the web site. The Chairperson had also attended the public 
event organised by the Gilmerton CC regarding the LDP. Concerns had been raised by Ian 
Murray MP and reinforced by Cllr Austin Hart that developers might submit speculative 



applications in the absence of the LDP so the LDP as it stands was viewed as the lessor of all 
evils.  
 
Police Report. No Police report received. 
 
Treasurer's Report The Treasurer reported that the accounts contained £1850. He explained 
that he had arranged for the accounts to be audited and his proposal was seconded by Caro 
Wilkinson. Norman Lyon stated that he too had asked a qualified person to audit the 
accounts and his nomination was seconded by Mike Edwards. Stewart Fleming asked that as 
there were two nominees to audit the accounts would it be possible to have more 
nformation regarding each of them prior to a vote. It was agreed that the Secretary would 
obtain both nominees details and invite them to provide information regarding their 
background and would provide this to the members along with the agenda for the next 
meeting. The Treasurer then left the meeting. 
Action: Secretary to obtain details of both nominees, to write to them and obtain details of 
their background to inform a vote at the next meeting. 
 
Secretary's Report The Secretary reported that the ‘holiday period’ had meant that very 
little correspondence had arrived. He reported that Stewart Laird had updated him on 
‘Sportsfest 4 had been held at Liberton High School on 20th June involving more than 200 
young people in a wide range of sporting activities based on a Commonwealth Games 
theme. ‘Australia’ won and everybody deemed the event a great success. An invitation was 
extended to all present to visit the walled garden at Gracemount with gardener Richard 
being present Monday and Wednesday afternoons and all day Thursday. Communication 
had been received from The Improvement Service working with the Scottish Government to 
develop a national website for CC’s which will include induction material, web links and 
promote the work of CC’s. This will be passed to the Communications Sub-Group. 
 
Sub-Committee Reports 
Planning The Chairperson reported that two applications reviewed by the Sub-Committee 
had been approved without any cognisance of the issues raised, namely the 2 houses at the 
rear of the Janitors House at Gracemount Primary which has issues surrounding its access 
and the development at Kaimes junction which has poor off street parking provision. 
Concern was raised that the CEC had used delegated powers to approve the Kaimes site but 
the Chairperson confirmed that this power was within its remit and was not unusual or 
solely used by Edinburgh. 
Environment Caro Wilkinson reported that this Committee had met last Monday and had 
discussed a wide range of issues in an effort to establish the full remit of the group. They 
had considered the SEAP consultation document but felt that more information from a 
more expert source would be useful. A late communication had been received by the 
Secretary from Ryan McEwan, Senior Waste and Open Spaces Development Officer, CEC 
offering to speak to the CC and the Secretary will contact him and arrange for this to 
happen. 
Action: Secretary to invite Ryan McEwan or member of staff to speak to the CC and/or the 
Environmental Sub-Committee. 
Communications There had been no meeting of this group. Peter Schwarz gave a report on 
the cost of the email address and the website while Stewart Sandilands reported that he 



had taken possession of the CC Printer and that the forthcoming meeting of the group 
would decide on printing costs and methods. 
Public Services  There was no meeting of this group but Su Millar had attended a 
presentation on the 10 year strategy for NHS Lothian and as a response was expected by 
8/8/14 she stated that the group would meet and discuss the CC’s response. She provided a 
link for the website so that others could make comment. Su also made comment of Scottish 
Waters work to improve the water supply in the Liberton and District area. 
Action: The Secretary to provide Peter Schwarz with the link for the website. 
 
FOSKAP   Su Millar reported that motorcycles in the park were still an issue but that the 
Police were taking action. A number of the larger trees had been identified as being unsafe 
due to fires at their base and as a result had been felled. 
 
SEECAT Report  Ann Weir reported that SEECAT was producing a newsletter every three 
months and it was on the website and the CC website. They had been assisting with the 
food bank and collecting on Sundays at Liberton Kirk and had organised a husting re the 
forthcoming referendum. They had provided Hospital Services at both Liberton Hospital and 
Ellen’s Glen Home and as well as a Children’s Club to be held for the first week in August 
had been running a Messy Church for children on the last Saturday of every month. 
 
Liberton Association Stuart Fleming reported that their last meeting had been their AGM 
and was well attended with all local Councillors in attendance. He expressed the opinion 
that in relation to planning issues the views of the Association mirrored those of the CC. 
 
Topics for Discussion 
Edinburgh, What’s your patch Su Millar explained that this was a Survey Monkey designed 
to establish if people identified with their locality and hoped people would respond. 
Licensing Forum. No report 
Road Safety Issue, Lasswade Road  The Chairperson reminded the CC re previous 
correspondence regarding concerns about safety issues on Lasswade Road and that the CEC 
had indicated previously they would conduct a survey regarding the possible need for a 
crossing but that nothing had been heard. It was agreed that this matter would be passed to 
the Public Services Sub-Group. 
Action: Public Service Sub-Group to consider this issue. 
 
Public Questions  
There were no public questions raised 
  
 
AOCB 
Portobello Park Private Bill  The Chairperson explained that he had included this for Mike 
Rea’s information and that he would have to pursue outside the CC.  
WWI Drumhead Service 10/08/14  The Chairperson explained that the CC had been invited 
to send a representative to a service marking the anniversary of the First World War  to be 
held on the Castle Esplanade on 10th August. It was agreed that the chairperson would 
attend on the CC’s behalf. 
 



The Chairperson closed the meeting at 2055 hours.  
Date of next meeting 
The next meeting will be held at 7.00 p.m. on Monday 25th August 2014 at Liberton Kirk 
Halls. 


