
DRAFT 
 
Minute of 54th Ordinary Meeting of Liberton and District Community Council 
Monday 26th May 2014 at 7.30 pm Liberton Kirk Halls.      
 
Members Present: 
Jim Henry, Chairperson  Jean Fowler, Member  Norman Lyon, Member 
Stewart Sandilands, Secretary Cllr Bill Cook   Alex Scott, Vice Chair 
Marion Stevenson, Member  Stuart Fleming, Liberton Assoc. John Wilkinson, Treasurer 
 Caro Wilkinson, Member   Peter Schwarz  , Associate Member Cllr Norma Austin Hart 
Cllr Norma Austin Hart  Cllr Nick Cook   Cllr Keith Robson 
Kenny MacAskill MSP  
 
In Attendance 
PC Stuart Fraser, Police Scotland Stewart Laird, CEC  Ian Strachan  
Kathleen Leach 
 
Apologies 
Ian Murray MP              Ann Weir, SEECAT                     Su Miller 
Michael Rea, Member 
 
 
Intimation. The Chairperson welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
 
Apologies. Apologies were received as intimated above. 
 
 

Approval of Minute from Previous Meeting. Approval of the Minute for the 53nd Meeting was moved by 
Norman Lyon and seconded by Jean Fowler. 
 

Items Arising 
 
Braid Hills Road/Liberton Drive Norman Lyon gave a resume of the progress on the project to date and costs 
incurred. Norman made it clear that the planned work was required and could be substantiated by the ROSPA 
guidelines but both he and the Chairperson were alarmed by what had actually been installed. The traffic 
island that has been removed is, hopefully, to be re-sited someway west of its last location, closer to the 
entrance to the stables and the blisters on the pavement removed. It was considered that the ‘middle island’ 
should be re-located eastwards and that other works also be implemented. Following this the situation would 
be re-assessed. Norman expressed the opinion that this project had been a good idea but had been poorly 
executed and while costing public money had not improved the safety of the road for either road users or 
pedestrians. It was felt that a Police presence enforcing the speed limit would assist but as the priorities of 
Police Scotland did not now reflect the previous Lothian and Borders Police it was unlikely that they would be 
in a position to do this. Cllr Nick Cook agreed that the intention had been good but its aims had not been 
achieved and that a solution was required as to leave it as it was only to make matters worse. He is trying to 
arrange a meeting of all parties to find a way forward. Cllr Bill Cook agreed that a lot of thought had gone into 
this project but the results were disappointing and he hoped that the forthcoming reduction of the speed limit 
on the braids Road section to 40mph would help. 
ACTION: Cllr Nick Cook to arrange meeting with all interested parties to find solution. 
 
Frogston Road. Work had not yet begun on this project. 
 
Goods Corner.  Liberton Association had also raised concerns about the condition of the site but as yet the 
landowners have taken no action to clean up the site. The Chairperson suggested that it may be an 
appropriate time to consider alternative action such as petitioning the CEC. 
 
Fly Tipping, Mortonhall/west Liberton. Marion Stevenson reported that the mattresses and other rubbish at 
the Nursery site and adjacent woods had been cleared by the CEC despite them being on private land as they 



were aware of the level of frustration expressed by local residents and the CC. Cathy Evans, CEC had been 
extremely supportive and the Environmental task Force had carried out the work. She will continue to monitor 
the situation and had offered the CC a place at the next meeting in relation to the situation. Norman Lyon 
reported on the situation in west Liberton and while the situation at the Golf Driving Range on Liberton Drive 
showed improvement concern was expressed over the litter dropped by the Refuse Collection vehicles which 
was not only prevalent in west Liberton but apparently happening all over the area. The Chairperson suggested 
that if the problem persists it might be worthwhile contacting the Scottish Environment Protection Agency 
(SEPA) as all businesses involved in waste management require to be licensed by SEPA and all vehicles used 
should be properly sheeted or netted. 
ACTION: Consideration to further enquiry into the loss of litter from refuse vehicles. 
 
Newsletter Update.   Norman Lyon reported that the delivery process was virtually complete and had 
generated contact form numerous members of the public. The issues received will be passed to the relevant 
Sub Committees. Norman asked Peter if the number of hits on the website had increased perhaps related to 
the public receiving the Newsletter. Peter said that hits had increased and would obtain the figures. 
ACTION: Peter to obtain figures for hits on website. 
ACTION: A feedback log to be created for use with future Newsletters. 
  
Engaging with the Community Update. Cllr Austin Hart had contacted Cllr Lesley Hinds regarding the issue of 
CC’s using bus shelters to communicate with the public and in turn CEC officials had spoken to Lothian Buses. 
As a result they had been receptive and positive and a meeting including the CC will be arranged to move this 
initiative forward.  
 
ELREC. Stewart Sandilands asked the CC for approval for the CC to join this organisation and agreed to act as 
the point of contact. The CC approved this. 
 
Alnwickhill WTW.  Further information including photo montages of views were awaited form Lesley Carus. 
The main issue was the belief that many of the existing homes round the site would be overlooked by the new 
properties. The Chairperson stated that he did not believe the Emergency Access from Alnwickhill Road was 
feasible in its present form and that an access from that side might assist an issue that had arisen over the 
junction of Alnwickhill Road and Howdenhall Drive. (See AOCB) 
 
Local Development Plan. It had been expected that the LDP would be out by now but it had been delayed until 
12th June and would not be available to the CC until 6th June. 
  

Reports 
   
Chairperson's Report  The Chairperson reported that he had attended an event at the site of the new Sick 
Children’s hospital on the site at little France adjacent to the ERI. This project had resulted in changes to the 
ERI parking arrangements and a new car park was being built at the rear of the ERI. A request for change of use 
had been received for a property in Gilmerton Road and, following a meeting attended by the Chairperson and 
Norman Lyon, the Planning Sub Committee felt that as long as the site was serviced as per the proposals there 
was no issue. A further exhibition re the Broomhlls site had been held on the 15th May. The CC objected to the 
development in principle and had a number of specific objections including the fact that the development 
proposals did not conform to the LDP. There was concern over the through road becoming a rat run and the 
exit near to Kaimes junction was not ideal. The park appeared to be considerably smaller than originally 
projected. A triangle of land with no identifiable use or purpose also appeared on the most recent proposal. All 
the objections would be submitted to Clarendon who had indicated that even if the site was not in the LDP 
they would go ahead with their proposal. The views of L&DCC would be passed to Gilmerton CC who are also 
concerned about proposed developments not in the LDP. Intimation of a further PAN had been received for 
land on the hill ridge south of the Murrays. 
The Chairperson reminded the CC that the CEC would be conducting training for CC’s on the Planning System 
with the first session tomorrow and the next one on 7th June. He hoped the members would take advantage of 
this opportunity.  
 
Police Report. Constable Stuart Fraser reported very positively that information received from members of the 
public had resulted in a number of arrests for serious drugs offences and also a house search on warrant under 



the Misuse of Drugs Act. He reinforced the need for the public to assist the police by providing information, 
anonymously if preferred. Vandalisms were still happening but incidents were not always being reported and 
he urged the public to phone in so that the Police had a better picture. Four garden sheds had been broken 
into and one person had been reported in relation to this type of crime. He pointed out that the public could 
protect their property by installing good quality locks and installing Shed alarms. He pointed out that tools 
stolen from sheds could be used to commit further crimes and fuel stored there could be used on stolen 
motorcycles. The issue of youths on motorcycles was still current and he asked that the public call in and give 
descriptions of the youths rather than the motorcycle as the rules on pursuit meant that by the time the police 
attended the culprits were on foot. A new development was the theft of CEC Drain covers for scrap and given 
their weight he believed that the public may have seen the culprits. 
ACTION: PC Fraser to establish where shed alarms can be obtained and report back. 
 
Treasurer's Report The Treasurer had nothing to add to the report submitted to the AGM earlier. 
 
Secretary's Report The Secretary brought to the attention of the CC the newsletters he had received from Ian 
Murray MP and from the Labour Councillors for the L&DCC area. The newsletters were felt to be valuable as a 
source of information and updating local issues but concern was expressed regarding the CC’s non-political 
status. It was agreed that Cllr Nick Cook (Conservative) would speak to his fellow Councillors and they would 
present a joint update avoiding political content. 
The Secretary brought the CC’s attention to a previously circulated email regarding the next NHS ten year 
strategic plan. The NHS had asked members of the CC to complete a survey to assist them in forming their plan 
and an event had been arranged for the 26th June.  
ACTION: All four Ward Councillors to agree non-political report to the CC on a regular basis. 
 
FOSKAP   No update 
 
SEECAT Report – No report 
 
Liberton Association Stuart Fleming stated that the next meeting of the Association was tomorrow and he 
would provide an update at the next meeting. 
 
Topics for Discussion 
 
Liberton Brae/Kirk Brae Junction. Norman Lyon reported that a site meeting had taken place at the junction 
after concerns that the parking of vehicles within the junction created a danger and that neither Kirk Brae nor 
Mayfield Road had any pedestrian controlled crossing to assist pedestrians crossing. Norman was disappointed 
that to date there had been no further developments. Cllr Bill Cook explained that having attended the site 
meeting he was sure CEC officials were working hard to consider a plan to make progress. He was also sure 
that they were also costing the project including making enquiries to obtain finance to upgrade the whole 
junction. He was sure that as soon as any progress was made CEC would update the CC. 

 
Public Questions  
None received. 
  
 

AOCB 
 
A complaint had been received regarding the danger caused by traffic indicating turned left off Howdenhal 
Road onto Alnwickhill Road. If there were vehicles exiting Howdenhall Drive onto Alnwickhill Road at the same 
time there were concerns that many of them assumed the vehicles were indicating to turn left into 
Howdenhall Drive but it was possible they intended to continue north on Alnwickhill Road. The Chairperson 
felt that changes to the plans for Alnwickhill WTW might assist this issue. 
A complaint had been received regarding the parking situation at Margiotta, Lasswade Road and would be 
raised at the next meeting. 
The hope was expressed that the 20mph limit in force on the Howdenhall estate would be respected. 
 
 



The Chairperson closed the meeting at 2045 hours.  
 

 
Date of next meeting 
The next meeting will be held at 7.00 p.m. on Monday 30th June 2014 at Liberton Kirk Halls. 


