
Minute of 51st Ordinary Meeting of Liberton and District Community Council 

Monday 24th February 2014 at 7pm Liberton Kirk Halls, Kirkgate.    

Present 
Cllr Bill Cook   Cllr Keith Robson    Stewart Laird- CEC 
Marion Stevenson - Member Stewart Sandilands - Secretary  Caro Wilkinson - Member 
Su Miller - Member  Michael Rea – Member   Michael Edwards - Member 
Fraser MacGregor – Member Norman Lyon – Member  Cllr Nick Cook 
Alex Scott – Vice Chairperson John Wilkinson – Treasuer   
Derek Kennedy - (Liberton Association) Anne Weir   
Peter Schwarz - Associate Member 
In Attendance 
PC Craig Cairns - Police Scotland  Helen Kennedy      
 PC S Andrews   Sandra Hendry 
Steven Hendry    Ruth Campbell   
Apologies 
Alison Johnstone MSP  Cllr Norma Austin Hart    Jean Fowler – Member 
Kenny MacAskill MSP  Jim Henry –Chairperson   Dr Matthew Jones – 
(FOSKAP)  
 
Approval of Minutes of previous Meeting 
Norman Lyon pointed out a number of spelling errors and Peter Schwarz agreed to make the 
necessary corrections. This was agreed and the minute was approved. 

Items Arising 
Frogston Road & Braids Hills Road. Fraser MacGregor reported that he had had contact with CEC 
Officials who reported that today is the closing date for tenders to be submitted for the work on 
Braids Road and that work would begin during the last week in March. He expressed disappointment 
regarding the slippage from the original timescales but it was accepted that progress was being 
made. 
Role & Function of L&DCC. Norman Lyon presented the case for the newsletter (Draft 4) to be 
circulated to 6,500 homes/addresses in the L&DCC area. He explained that he had the necessary 
paper and that it would require a commitment from members to deliver as the cost of postage was 
prohibitive. The cost to produce the newsletter would be £150 assuming a new printer was not 
required (a further £150) He further explained that the newsletter would hopefully be produced 
twice a year but can be considered for exceptional circumstances when consultation is required such 
as in relation to major planning changes in the area. The only issue to be resolved is the removal of 
personal email addresses and a new CC email address to be added.  Norman asked that the CC give 
approval or otherwise and a vote was held unanimously approving the printing and distribution of 
the newsletter. 
Fraser MaGregor presented a paper on Engagement with the Community detailing his objectives, 
strategy and options to achieve that. He highlighted one issue in which he had tried to engage with 
CEC to use bus shelters for the display of CC literature but this request had been declined. It is his 
intention to discuss this further with CEC Councillors in the hope they may have comments or 
suggestions on how to move this forward. 
Fly tipping, Frogston Road. Cllr Cook reported that he had asked the Environmental Wardens to give 
attention to this issue and they had identified 3 areas and had checked the rubbish in efforts to 
identify the culprits without success. They had been asked to make regular site visits. 
Goods Corner Update. The Chairperson had contacted Ian Murray MP regarding the deterioration at 
this location but to date the MP had been unable to move this forward. 
Police/Telephone Boxes at Kaimes junction. The Chairperson reported that he had contacted BT re 
the phone box and they had confirmed it was a live line box and were not considering its removal. At 
this time he had been unable to establish ownership of the Police Box 
Road Safety – Liberton Brae/Kirk Brae junction. CEC Road safety confirmed that there had been no 
deaths or incidents that justified them changing the junction and that they had no plans to do so. 
FOSKAP update re trees. Stewart Laird reported that he had spoken to the Forestry Commission 
who were marking trees (5) for removal and it was up to them if they decide to replace them. Su 



Miller added that the FOSKAP budget was not large so they were trying to source new trees from 
elsewhere. Suggestions were offered re approaching local Garden centres and also the Inch Nursery. 
LOOPS. Stewart Laird reminded the CC that if they wished a stall at the Live Well in Later Life event 
they would need to contact Scott Donkin 
Police Report. Constable Blaikie reported that local high visibility patrols had been carried out in the 
Gracemount and Burdiehouse areas. He explained that additional resources from Operation RAC 
(Housebreaking) had been allocated to the Grange/Greenbank areas due to demand but Inspector 
Bowie had made a bid for additional officers to assist in the Howdenhall Policing area. With regards 
to the incident last night in Cadogan Road police were following a positive line of enquiry. 

Cllr Cook raised the issue of Smart Water and asked if there were plans to introduce it in this area. 
PC Blaikie informed the CC that the company had provided the Police in the old L&B area with 600 
kits and that these had been supplied to the high volume crime areas and that there were no plans 
to get any more. He had contacted the company and established that kits retail for £48 but they had 
offered to supply a nominated person from organisations such as CC or Neighbourhood Watch with 
flyers and the activation code for a £25 fee and anyone subsequently buying the Smart Water kit 
would pay £25. Leaflets were circulated. 

Fraser Macgregor raised the issue of press reports that EH16 was the second worst area in Scotland 
for insurance claims regarding thefts. Mike Rea raised concerns about the resources being allocated 
elsewhere but Cllr Cook explained that HB’s were a priority. Alex Scott raised concerns over 
motorists at the nursery in Howdenhall Road and the Police agreed to give it attention. Mike 
Edwards asked how bids are made for cameras and Cllr Cook explained the various cameras used 
and that requests for them could be made to the CEC. Norman Lyon raised the issue of the fear of 
crime and his hopes that the crime prevention advice offered by the forthcoming newsletter and 
available of the CC web site would assist. Su Miller raised concerns over youths on motor cycles in St 
Katherine’s park and gangs of young girls in the area. The police agreed to look at these issues. 
Marion Stevenson asked if there was a Neighbourhood Watch liaison officer at the local police 
station which there is not. It appears that this role has disappeared in the police reorganisation.    

Chairperson Report. Jim Henry submitted a written report in his absence and reported that he had 
attended the meeting of Gilmerton/Inch Community Council on 17th February to update them on our 
work and offer any assistance as might be needed. This was accepted. With Norman Lyons he had 
attended a meeting with CEC Planners on 19th February and this presentation is now on the web site. 
The Local Development Plan consultation will be discussed at the next meeting of L&DCC. The 
proposed plan will be considered by CEC Planning Committee on 15th May. 
Comments had been submitted re the planning application for Beauty Salon in Wolridge Road and 
this was approved. Comments had also been submitted in relation to the application for flats on the 
vacant site at the Kaimes junction. L&DCC welcomed the development of the site which has been an 
eyesore for a number of years. However the proposal does not appear to be appropriate for the site 
lacking sympathy with the surrounding buildings and failing to provide adequate parking for the 
number of flats. (14 spaces for 18 flats) Concerns were also raised about vehicular access to the site 
with access off Captains Road immediately east of the traffic lights with the potential for congestion 
or accidents. This led to a discussion about the Kaimes junction and the increase in volume of traffic 
caused by numerous developments in progress or planned for. Cllr Cook advised that car usage is a 
matter the Planning Committee will consider but advised that the Scottish Government were the 
drivers for more housing and that the local authorities were having to provide the land. Stewart 
Sandilands raised the issue of housing developments where a condition of tenancy/ownership was 
not having a car. This was proposed for a development in Gorgie some years ago but no one was 
aware of the outcome. Cllr Cook agreed to investigate this. Derek Kennedy (Liberton Association) 
said his organisation supports all the points we have made over planning issues and added they had 
a concern over the height at which houses might be built at the WTW unless the mound there at 
present were removed. 
Treasurer’s Report. John Wilkinson reported that the balance was now £2116 and that action had 
now been taken to update the list of nominated signatories. 
Nominated Groups. 
SEECAT. No report 



FOSKAP. A number of FOSKAP issues had already been raised under Matters Arising. Su Miller asked 
if the CC would consider supporting Educational Boards to go alongside planting.  
Liberton Association. In addition to contributing to the planning discussion Derek Kennedy 
reported on Ian Murray’s informative presentation and that they had also received a presentation 
from the Police on security issues. 
Secretary’s Report. Stewart Sandilands gave a report on incoming correspondence including 
permissions to hold events in public parks, Trading Standards material on cold caller/bogus workman 
crimes, activities at bridge End farm, CEC Recycling literature and an invitation to a network Rail 
Community Engagement event on 28th March. Finally he reported on a report just received giving an 
evaluation of the 2013 CC Election process and a plan for a Development and support programme 
for CC’s. It was agreed that this would be circulated and discussed at the next CC meeting. 
COMAS Presentation. Ruth Campbell kindly attended on behalf of Comas and made a presentation 
explaining that her organisation was commissioned by CEC to investigate how a community health 
initiative might work in SE Edinburgh. The 6 month programme had been cut to 12 weeks but they 
had survey about 140 individuals and were trying to gauge views from community groups such as 
the CC. She asked what the CC felt were health priorities in SE Edinburgh. Su Miller felt that health 
should feature on CC agenda and that the elderly populations lack of voice was an issue. Su then 
agreed to be an information source for Comas. In addition it was felt that wellbeing checks were not 
staged at appropriate ages. Ruth explained that CEC had money for a health initiative but it was not 
a large pot and the needed to prioritise. She agreed to pass the Comas survey to Stewart Sandilands 
who would circulate and individuals could offer their own views. 
LGNP Community Plan. Stewart Laird introduced this item which had brought together the work of 
the 4 sub-groups of the Neighbourhood Partnership for Liberton Gilmerton. He listed the draft 
priorities, reducing isolation amongst older residents, reduce barriers and increase support to 
vulnerable parents who seldom access services, increase and improve usage of our green spaces, 
reduce barriers preventing movement into positive employment or destinations and increase 
awareness of domestic abuse in our community. (The Youth Talk proposals had already been 
accepted as a priority) He asked members to rank these in order of importance and posed a series of 
questions about the draft priorities covering items that might be missing such as mental health and 
healthy lifestyle issues, what would be the choice if only one priority could be picked, the elderly was 
put forward by several members. Finally he asked if we had a magic solution what would it be? 
Several suggestions were made regarding the increased use of partnerships and volunteers to the 
diversion of tax monies to different areas.   
AOCB.  
Petitioning Session. An invitation had been received to attend a CEC session to introduce members 
to the Petition process whereby groups can petition the CEC. The event was scheduled for 25th 
March at Drumbrae Library. Marion Stevenson expressed an interest in attending on behalf of the 
CC. 
Public health issue. Su Miller spoke about two additional issues in the area of St Katherine’s park, 
one was the number of street lights out and the other was what appeared to be a plague of rats at 
the burn. She had spoken to CEC re the lights and was advised that they also have a ‘rat catcher’. 
Date of Next meeting 
The next meeting will be held at 7pm on Monday31st March 2014 at Liberton Kirk Halls  


