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Minute of 2014 Annual General Meeting
Liberton and District Community Council
Monday 26th May 2014 at 7.00 pm Liberton Kirk Halls.

Members Present: 
Jim Henry, Chairperson  Jean Fowler, Member  Norman Lyon, Member 
Stewart Sandilands, Secretary Cllr Bill Cook   Su Miller, Member 
Alex Scott, Vice Chair  Marion Stevenson, Member  Stuart Fleming, Liberton Assoc. 
John Wilkinson, Treasurer  Caro Wilkinson, Member   Peter Schwarz, Associate Member 
Cllr Norma Austin Hart  Cllr Nick Cook   Cllr Keith Robson     
Kenny MacAskill MSP 

In Attendance 
PC Stuart Fraser, Police Scotland Stewart Laird, CEC  Ian Strachan  
Kathleen Leach 

Apologies 
Ian Murray MP              Ann Weir, SEECAT                     Michael Rea, Member 

Opening Address. Chairperson Jim Henry welcomed everyone to the Annual General Meeting. He intimated 
that Fraser MacGregor had tendered his resignation from the Community Council and this had been accepted 
with regret. The Chairperson thanked Fraser for his work on behalf of the Council and expressed a hope that 
the work he had started in relation to engagement with the community would be continued. 

Apologies. Apologies were received and noted as above. 

Approval of Minutes for 2013 AGM. Approval for the minutes for 2013 were proposed by Su Miller and 
seconded by Marion Stevenson. 

Chairperson Report. The Chairperson had previously circulated his report. In addition to the items listed he 
added that a meeting had taken place with the Liberton and Gilmerton Neighbourhood Partnership staff, 
Sarah Burns and Evelyn Murray, attended by Norman Lyon and Caro Wilkinson. The hope was that the CC 
could forge a closer working relationship with the L&GNP through a better understanding of the areas of work 
covered by both organisations. It was pointed out that Stewart Laird represents the L&GNP at our meetings 
but it was felt that the CC still needed more information to ensure we were asking the right questions. 
The Chairperson also added that a meeting had taken place with the Justice Minister Kenny MacAskill MSP 
regarding policing issues in the area. 
ACTION: L&GNP to be included as Agenda item for next ordinary meeting of the CC. (June|), Secretary 
ACTION: L&GNP Staff to be invited to the next available meeting of the CC (August), Secretary  
ACTION: Chairperson to update his report to include the above items (The updated report is appended to 
these minutes). 

Treasurer’s Report. John Wilkinson presented the accounts for the year and stated he intended to forward 
them to Eileen Hewitt. Discussion took place on the need to have them audited, and regarding the format of 
the accounts.  Peter Schwarz offered to assist and added that there was still an amount of £81 due to the 
Church for use of the Hall. The Treasurer agreed and pointed out that this was included in the text at the 
bottom of the accounts. The CC agreed that the accounts which have to be re-cast in an acceptable format and 
audited prior to their approval by the CC. A decision on the approval of the accounts to be deferred until they 
are in an audited format prior to their submission to City of Edinburgh.  
ACTION: John and Peter to revise format and to arrange for independent auditor. 

Secretary’s Report. The Secretary offered a review of the correspondence received by mail and email and that 
all matters had been dealt with timeously. 



Election of Office Bearers 2014 – 2015. The Chairperson stood down and invited Councillor Robson to chair 
the elections. 
Chairperson. Jim Henry was nominated by Alex Scott and seconded by Norman Lyon. There being no other 
nominations Jim Henry was elected Chairperson 
Vice Chair. Alex Scott was nominated by Jim Henry and seconded by Stuart Fleming. There being no other 
nominations Alex was elected Vice Chair. 
Secretary. Stewart Sandilands was nominated by Alex Scott and seconded by Jim Henry. There being no other 
nominations Stewart was elected Secretary. 
Treasurer. John Wilkinson was nominated by Caro Wilkinson and seconded by Alex Scott. There being no other 
nominations John was elected Treasurer. 
The elections completed Cllr Robson handed back to the Chairperson. 

Code of Practice/Mission Statement. The Chairperson referred members to the previously circulated 
document and asked for support for this to be adopted as the CC’s code of practice. The CC agreed 
unanimously. 
The issue of Sub Committees was discussed and, as the Planning Committee was already in existence with 5 
members and operating successfully, this was seen as a model to follow for the other Sub Committees. 
Environment already had 5 members nominated so will proceed as per the document. 
Communications had 4 members and Caro Wilkinson agreed to join as the 5th member. 
Public Services required two further members and Norman Lyon agreed to be one and the Chairperson 
suggested he would speak to Dr Matthew Jones regarding his membership. 
It was agreed that all Committees would meet prior to the next Ordinary Meeting of the CC. 
The Mission Statement was read by Norman Lyon and was accepted by the CC as an appropriate statement of 
the values and intentions of the CC. 
ACTION: Chairperson to speak to Dr Jones re membership of sub committee 

AOCB. There were no items of business raised.       

Date of next meeting 
The next AGM will be held at 7.00 p.m. on Monday  25th May  2015 at Liberton Kirk Halls.



LIBERTON & DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL       
CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT 2013 - 2014 

Introduction 
The following is a report of the activities of the Liberton & District Community Council over the last 
year since the previous AGM.  The activities can be split either side of the elections which took place 
in September and could be referred to as the pre and post election period. 
It would be fair to say that though it seemed the pre election Community Council (PRECC) was not 
doing much, it was been involved in a fair amount of different facets of local life. It would be equally 
fair to say the post election Community Council (POECC) is becoming a more proactive organisation. 
This is a move in the right direction.  
The Community Council is in the process of looking at its own internal governance and should have 
four sub-committees up and running. The aim is to ensure every member has a place on a sub- 
committee (Planning, Environment, Communications, and, Public Services) and thereby involve 
every member in the business of the Community Council. 
The PRECC did make a strong effort to make residents aware of its existence. It produced and 
distributed a newsletter which urged anyone interested to stand for election and become involved.  
This was printed and delivered by contractors and was a costly, but effective, exercise. The result 
was fifteen nominees of which fourteen stood for election and twelve members were duly elected.  
Only three of the six Nominated Groups places have been filled and it is to be hoped this can be 
remedied during this incoming Community Council term.  
Moves to engage with individuals, groups and organisations to secure the Community Council’s 
survival into another term need to be re-doubled to make it an even more meaningful body during 
this term of the Community Council and beyond. 

Composition of The Community Council 
The PRECC remained under the maximum number of 12 members and 6 representatives for 
Nominated Groups. Co-optee member John Walton resigned due to ill health before the end of the 
Community Council term.     The outgoing Chairperson and Vice Chairperson, Jim Henry and Alex 
Scott were re-elected to the Community Council and to their pre-election posts. Peter Schwarz 
retired as Treasurer and John Wilkinson was elected to take his place. The unfilled post of Secretary 
has been taken on by Stewart Sandilands. 
The PRECC had no Associate Members whilst the POECC has welcomed Peter Schwarz back in this 
capacity to draw upon his skills as a webmaster and his enthusiasm for Planning. 
Some concerns, perhaps a bit unfounded, have been expressed by members about the attendance 
of the Ward Councillors, and attendance of other ex-offico members has been sparse.  However, to 
be fair, ex-offico members have attended when specifically asked to do so. 
Police attendance was patchy early at the PRECC but the POECC has benefitted from their regular 
attendance.  
Just prior to the AGM Fraser MacGregor submitted his resignation. Fraser will be sadly missed by the 
Community Council. 

Administrative Arrangements 
The POECC has a full complement of office bearers and Peter Schwarz continues to administer the 
web site in a most efficient manner with the intention that Mike Edwards will take over in due 
course. The site carries copies of all the consultations and information notices sent to the 
Community Council considered to be worthy of wider circulation via the web site. The web site 
carries all the agendas and minutes and copies of all submissions to other organisations agreed by 
the Community Council. 
The Community Council laser printer, held for a time by the Chairperson has been passed on to 
Norman Lyon and has been used to produce newsletters.  
The issue of provision of notice boards was re-examined but not progressed due to the prohibitive 
costs involved. Strenuous efforts are being made to secure permission to post notices at some of the 
local bus stops but, as yet, without any satisfactory outcome. 

Sub Committees 



The planning sub group has met on four occasions. The first was a general chat about planning and 
the development plan framework, others have dealt with the planning of the consultation on the 
Revised Proposed Local Development Plan and with the Alnwickhill WTW planning application. 

Edinburgh Association of Community Councils (EACC) 
The chairperson has been taking an active part in this organisation which has a relatively high profile 
and works reasonably closely with City of Edinburgh Council. The much discussed Planning 
Concordat which is a formal agreement between Council, Chamber of Commerce and Community 
Councils which are prepared to be signatories with regard to Major Planning Applications which are 
subject to PAN procedures was signed off by the three parties. As yet the POECC has to decide on 
whether it becomes party to the Concordat.  EACC provides for discussing City wide issues and cross 
Community Council border issues. 
Mike Rea and Chairperson attended 2013 EACC AGM. 

Civic Forum 
The chairperson represents the Community Council on the Civic Forum. This is a body that deals with 
planning and other related issues.  It is administered by The Cockburn Association and draws its 
membership from Community Councils and other Local Community Groups.  

Consultations 
Community Regeneration and Empowerment -  response submitted. 
SESPlan – Housing Issues raised during Hearing – response submitted. 
City Car Club parking bays at Orchardhead Road. 
Developing the New Local Transport Strategy – comments made at consultation event but no 
response submitted. 
Review of Community Council Scheme – no response submitted. 
Planning Concordat – submission made - consultation ongoing. 
Review of Neighbourhood Partnerships _ John Wilkinson participated in consultation meeting. 
Vision For Schools – Circulated to members and placed on web site 
The Community Council has made submissions on a number of planning applications. 
SESPlan Supplementary Planning Guidance (SPG) on Housing.  
City of Edinburgh Council Supplementary Planning Guidance (SPG) on BioQuarter. 
City of Edinburgh Council Supplementary Planning Guidance (SPG) on Developer Requirments. 
Scottish Government National Planning Framework 3  (NPF3). 
Scottish Government Scottish Planning Policy (SPP) and associated Sustainability issues.  
Submitted comments on various planning applications – Ellen’s Glen Road - house; Lasswade Road –
houses; flats at junction of Captain’s Road / Burdiehouse Road; Gilmerton Road; Wolridge Road and,                          
due to comment on Alnwickhill WRW application. 
Neighbourhood Partnership Community Plan – both on-line and at meeting of L&DCC. 
Community Empowerment – L&DCC submitted comments to Scottish Government. 

Issues Raised at Meetings and Outcomes 
Unkempt sites – Goods Corner, Burdiehouse Road, Liberton Road Filling Station were pursued by 
emails to CEC without any action on its part. Proposals by McCarthy and Stone have been approved 
for the Filling Station site and construction work is in progress. (PRECC & POECC) 
Liberton Drive – speeding traffic concerns –partially addressed by the provision of traffic islands 
however, there are major concerns about the works carried out which require resolution. (PRECC & 
POECC) 
Crossing/s for Frogston Road East – traffic islands to be constructed. (PRECC & POECC) 
Inquiry led planning – On behalf of L&DCC Jim Eadie MSP wrote to Derek McKay re our concerns. 
(Reply didn’t suggest much will change.)
Unauthorised Motorcycling in St Katharines Park. Thanks to Kenny MacAskillMSP and PoliceScotland 
for action however, this still remains a recurring problem. 
Alcohol licensing – John Wilkinson now attends Licencing Forum meetings. (PRECC & POECC) 
Damage to roadside fixtures and fittings by crashing vehicles – advised that Police report to City of 
Edinburgh Council which pursues driver for recompense. (PRECC) 



Dog fouling in various locations – concerns passed on to Environmental Wardens. (PRECC) 
Concerns about traffic in Lasswade Road from Kirk Brae southwards were raised with City of 
Edinburgh but no action to be taken. 
Parking for Care Home in Little Road – advised that parking was provided in accord with required 
City of Edinburgh Council. 
Review of Polling Stations – no action. 
Parking on pavements – due to become illegal. 
Flytipping Frogston Road east and elsewhere – ongoing issue with some success. Notices to be 
issued by City of Edinburgh Council to landowners. 
Overhanging trees /hedges and weeds on pavements – can be reported to Clarence on 0800232323. 
Shared pedestrian and cyclist use of pavements – still ongoing. 
Role and Function of Community Council – Ongoing exercise. The Way Ahead was discussed in April 
and approved by April CC. To be turned into a Code of Practice. Newsletter production and delivery 
has been undertaken as an awareness raising exercise. This has resulted in some feedback raising a 
range of issues. 
Concerns about the apparent crime wave and the need for good and effective Policing – ongoing. 
Redundant / apparently redundant phone box and Police Box –in Frogston Road East. Phone box 
repaired; Police Box owners not responded. 

Presentations  
Fire & Rescue Service Local Plan  

Site Visits / Meetings 
John Wilkinson attended Alcohol Licensing Forum Events.  (PRECC and POECC) 
John Wilkinson attended all meetings of Neighbourhood Partnership. (PRECC and POECC) 
Chair attended pre-Christmas meeting /social event for neighbourhood organisations at Gilmerton 
Library. (POECC) 
Chair, Norman Lyon and Fraser MacGregor met sepatately with Kenny MacAskill MSP and 
representatives of PoliceScotland to discuss concerns of residents about the provision of policing in 
the area. This arose after a spate of break-ins and Liberton being branded a crime hot spot.  
Chair attended the meeting re the future of the Mansion House. (PRECC)  
 Caro Wilkinson attended Open Day event at Mansion House and involved in steering groups on 
future use/s. (POECC) 
Chair attended meeting re Participation in Planning event (POECC). 
Chair and Norman Lyon attended site meeting re junction at foot of Liberton Brae and Kirk Brae 
(POECC) 
Scottish Voluntary Sector and Community Resilience Seminar on 35.6. 
Meeting re establishment of a Gilmerton / Inch Community Council  (CC now up and running). 
Chairperson and Su Millar attended Lord Provost’s Garden Party at Lauriston Castle.
Stewart Sandilands attended Scottish Fire and Rescue Plan presentation. 
Chairperson attended EACC Big Debate on integration of Health and Social Work Services. 
Chairperson and other members attended Broomhills pre-application event. 
Chairperson attended meeting/s of Gilmerton Inch CC re planning issues. 
Caro Wilkinson attended From Centre to Community – Reclaiming Local Democracy. 
Caro Wilkinson and Norman Lyon met with Liberton & Gilmerton Neighbourhood Partnership. 
Members attended presentations by Clarendon on Broomhills. 
Members attended presentations on Alnwickhill WTW site. 
Marion Stevenson attended a session on Petitioning the City of Edinburgh Council. 

Community Council Representation on Other Bodies 
Community Council represented on: 
Edinburgh Association of Community Councils (Chair) 
Civic Forum (Chair) 
Local Roads Expenditure Forum (Chair) 
Neighbourhood Partnership (John Wilkinson) 



Jim Henry       Chairperson    Liberton & District Community Council  26.5.2014 


