
Minute of 49th Ordinary Meeting of Liberton and District Community Council 

Monday 25th November 2013 at 7pm Liberton Kirk Halls, Kirkgate  

Present 
Cllr Bill Cook   Cllr Keith Robson   Jim Henry –Chairperson  
Marion Stevenson - Member Stewart Sandilands - Secretary  Caro Wilkinson - Member 
Su Miller - Member  Michael Rea – Member   Jean Fowler – Member 
Fraser MacGregor – Member Norman Lyon – Member  Cllr Nick Cook 
Alex Scott – Vice Chairperson John Wilkinson – Treasuer   
Stuart Fleming  - Member (Liberton Association)  Ann Weir –  Member (SEECAT) 
Dr Matthew Jones – Member  (FOSKAP)  Peter Schwarz - Associate Member 
In Attendance 
PC Craig Cairns  - Police Scotland Graeme Stuart   Tony Gray  
Kathleen Leach    Ian Strachan 
Apologies 
Alison Johnstone MSP  Cllr Norma Austin Hart   Stewart Laird  
Kenny MacAskill MSP 
 
Approval of Minutes of previous Meeting 
Marion Stevenson asked that Standing Item Paragraph 3 be amended to show clearly that the issue 
of dual cycleway/footpath was discussed in relation to Frogston Road rather than Braids Road. This 
was agreed. The minute was approved. 

Items Arising 
EACC AGM. Jim Henry reported that he had attended the EACC AGM. The office bearers were David 
Saltoun, Corstorphine CC; Norman Tinlin, Fairmilehead CC; Tony Harris, Grange/Prestonfield CC and 
Patrician Eason, Cramond/Barnton CC. Items raised included the Big Debate on Heath and Social 
Services integration to be held at the City Chambers on 7/12/13 and the intention to hold similar 
events covering issues such as Policing and Waste Management. A number of ideas were discussed 
such as Stakeholder mapping (collecting information on other community based groups) and CC 
Members walkabouts. All agreed that these were good ideas and will be progressed at future 
meetings. 
Frogston Road & Braids Hills Road.Cllr Bill Cook reported he had not yet received the work for 
Frogston Road from officials. Fraser MacGregor reported that he had received notification from CEC 
officials that the design for a 3 island plan for Liberton Drive was complete and that the tendering 
process was in progress for a March 2014 construction date. Discussion took place on the possibility 
of certain types of vehicle being prohibited from certain roads but it was agreed that this was not 
feasible and a request was made to the police for continued attention. PC Cairns agreed to give 
continuing attention. 
Polling Station Review. No submission made on behalf of L&DCC. 
Role & Function of L&DCC. Agreed that this would be discussed at next meeting in New Year. 
Police Report. Constable Cairns reported that the Bonfire Night initiative had been successful (other 
than the theft of Fire Brigade bolt cutters!) These had later been recovered and a man reported. 
Between 16th and 28th December an ASB/Anti theft initiative will be run at Cameron Toll Shopping 
Centre and on 7/12/13 the Shopping centre will host a Crime prevention/Fire Safety stall. National 
Campaigns were also being run including ‘Ready for Winter’ a community safety campaign as well as 
a Personal Safety campaign directed at party goers and shoppers. Local crime remained low with 
areas of concern identified as attempted break ins to sheds/garages in the Mortonhall/ Alnwickhill 
area and the thefts of motorcycles in Southhouse/Burdiehouse.  Cllr Bill Cook pointed out that the 
bolt cutters stolen from the Fire Brigade were intended for use to force open sheds and PC Cairns 
advised that all shed owners should check them and their security. 

Chairperson Report.Chairperson was to attend the Pre Application Exhibition for Broomhills is this 
Tuesday/Wednesday and is attending a meeting with CEC Planners this Thursday and will raise 
concern over perceived lack of consultation. Jim will also attend the Civic Forum on 3/12/13 and the 
EACC Planning Subgroup on 12/12/13. 
Planning Report. Jim Henry reported that the L&DCC Planning Sub group had met to consider the CC 
response to three proposals and asked that the full CC consider and approve the sub group’s 



responses. The CC approved the response to the Scottish Government consultation on sustainability, 
the response to City of Edinburgh on its SPG on Developer Contributions and Affordable Housing and 
the SESPlan consultation of its SPG on housing following amendments suggested by Cllr Cook.   Full 
copies of the consultation documents and responses can be viewed on the L&DCC web site. 
The CC agreed that discussion on the role and function of the CC should be deferred to the next 
meeting and a sub group be set up to consider. The use of notice boards was discussed and it 
appears there are more than first believed. 
The Scottish Government has circulated a large consultation document on Community 
Empowerment, responses by 24/1/14.  Caro Wilkinson highlighted several important areas and it 
was agreed that she would chair a sub group with Mike Rea, Su Millar and Fraser MacGregor and 
was given delegated powers to submit a response subject to circulating a draft to L&DCC members a 
week in advance. 
Treasurer’s Report. John Wilkinson reported that a recent grant of £861 had been received from 
CEC and that the balance was now £2,224. He requested the purchase of a decent area map and Jim 
Henry stated he would supply. Norman Lyon suggested monies be spent on publicity material and it 
was agreed that this would be progressed under the further discussion on CC interaction with the 
wider community to be held at the next meeting. Due to changes in the CC Jim Henry asked for 
approval for nominees to sigh cheques on behalf of the CC. It was agreed that the Chair, Vice Chair 
and Treasurer would be signatories. 
Nominated Groups. 
SEECAT. Anne Weir reported on the work of SEECAT covering 8 churches in the area including the 
work of the Credit Union, the 2 Chaplains at Cameron Toll Shopping Centre and the support provided 
to other local community based groups. 
FOSKAP. Matt Jones raised his concerns over the development at Alnwickhill WTW and the impact it 
might have on the surrounding area. He expressed the hope that planners would consider this. 
Liberton Association. Stuart Fleming reported that an appeal had been lodged in respect of the 
planning application for a house adjacent to 50 Liberton Gardens. The next meeting of the 
Association would be attended by Ian Murray MP who would give a talk on the workings of 
Parliament. 
AOCB.  
Jean Fowler asked what the criteria were for carrying out road repairs. Mike Rea identified that 
there were varying degrees of work that needed to be carried out depending on the level of damage 
and Jim Henry identified the appropriate point of contact as Stewart Laird at the neighbourhood 
Partnership, Captains Road. 
Parking on the pavements is presently the subject of draft legislation to criminalise it while 
overgrown foliage including weeds on public footpaths can again be reported through Stewart Laird 
or through CLARENCE on 0800232323. 
Concern was raised about the road design at the junction of Liberton Brae/Liberton Gardens. 
Norman Lyon to pass his concerns to Stewart Sandilands who will write to the CEC re this issue. 
Concern was expressed over the increase in fly tipping along the Frogston Road which is now 
spreading onto the roadway. It was suggested that increased advertising for the local amenity site 
would help and Cllr Bill Cook will check on the ownership of the land and responsibility. 
Jim Henry reported on the Loanhead-Gilmerton cycle path. Not in our area but welcome. 
Consultation is now open on the CEC Budget proposals (available on the web site) Cllr Bill Cook 
explained that savings were required and the consultation hopefully identified that spending on the 
important areas and the vulnerable was not affected. It was hoped that the consultation would help 
identify any unintended impact of the budget. 
Date of Next meeting 
The next meeting will be held at 7pm on Monday 27th January 2014 at Liberton Kirk Halls  


