
Minute of 48th Ordinary Meeting of Liberton and District Community Council 

Monday 4th November 2013 at 7pm Liberton Kirk Halls, Kirkgate.   DRAFT  

 

Present 

Cllr Bill Cook   Cllr Keith Robson   Cllr Norma Austin Hart 

Jim Henry - Member  Marion Stevenson - Member  Michael Edwards - Member 

Stewart Sandilands - Member Kenny MacAskill MSP   Caro Wilkinson - Member 

Su Miller - Member  Michael Rea – Member   Jean Fowler – Member 

Fraser MacGregor – Member Norman Lyon – Member  Cllr Nick Cook 

Alex Scott – Member  John Wilkinson – Member  Stewart Laird  

In Attendance 

Peter Schwarz   Graeme Stuart    Stuart Fleming  

Apologies 

Dr Matthew Jones (FOSKAP) Margo MacDonald MSP   Alison Johnstone MSP 

Ian Murray MP   Ann Weir – SEECAT 

Welcome from Returning Officer 

Following the election for Liberton and District Community Council held on 24th October 2013 Cllr Bill 
Cook, the Returning Officer assumed the Chair and opened the meeting. He informed the meeting of 
the election results and those candidates successfully elected. 

Election of Office Bearers 

Cllr Cook then asked for nominations for the post of Chairperson. Jim Henry was the sole nominee 
and was duly appointed as Chairperson. Cllr Cook then stood down and the rest of the meeting was 
chaired by Jim Henry.   

Vice Chairperson. The sole nominee was Alex Scott who was duly appointed. 

Secretary. The sole nominee was Stewart Sandilands who was duly appointed. 

Treasurer. The sole nominee was John Wilkinson who was duly appointed. 

The Council then agreed to the appointment of Peter Schwarz (webmaster) as an Associate Member 
and the appointment of Michael Edwards to work closely with Peter on the transition of the 
webmaster role. 

Approval of Minutes of previous Meeting 

The minutes of the last meeting were approved as a true record. 

Standing items 



Police report. The Police were not in attendance but as this was the first meeting following the 
election it was believed they were unaware of the meeting. 

Chairpersons report.  Jim reported that he had attended a meeting of the Edinburgh Association of 
Community Councils. The main business was planning issues and he reported that the EACC, the 
Chamber of Commerce and City Council had signed up to the Edinburgh Planning Concordat 2013. 
Each CC would be invited to sign up and this would be discussed at a future meeting of the L&DCC. 
The AGM of the EACC will be held on 9/11/13 and it was agreed that the Chair and Mike Rea will 
attend.                   

Cllr Cook updated the meeting on the crossing on Frogston Road and Liberton Drive/Braids Road 
traffic measures. Frogston Road is still being worked on by Council Officials and a detailed proposal 
will be forthcoming. While confirmation is awaited it is believed that a two crossing plan is being 
proposed. The plans for Liberton Drive/Braids Road include a 40mph limit on the Braids, traffic 
islands to create a gateway to Liberton and the creation of cycle lanes. Cllr Cook explained that this 
would require a Traffic regulation Order (TRO) which would take time. A general discussion took 
place on the proposals and a suggestion for dualing the footpath for cyclists/pedestrians was raised. 
Concerns were raised for disabled pedestrians and Cllr Hart undertook to make enquiries on the 
feasibility of such a proposal. 

The Chair had received an email from a resident in Lasswade Road regarding a series of accidents. It 
was agreed that the matter would be passed to Highways for further consideration/action as 
appropriate. 

The Edinburgh Civic Forum (planning issues) will hold its meeting on 3/12/13 and it was agreed that 
the Chair and John Wilkinson will attend. 

Neighbourhood Partnership. John Wilkinson agreed to continue attending the meetings of this 
group. Discussion took place on attendance at meetings of the various sub groups and Stewart Laird 
undertook to obtain the relevant dates and forward them for publication on the web. The City 
budget will be discussed at the next Partnership meeting and Cllr hart passed round an information 
leaflet. Responses are due by 20/12/13 and will be discussed at the next meeting of the L&DCC. 

The Scottish Fire and Rescue Service will present its Service Plan for Edinburgh at the City Chambers 
on 27/11/13 and Stewart Sandilands will attend. 

Planning Issues. The proposal for a house in Ellen’s Glen Road had been refused on conservation 
grounds. The main discussion focussed on the Proposed Application Notices (PAN) for Edmonstone, 
Gilmerton Station Road and Broomhills. As the PAN for Edmonstone and Gilmerton Station Road lie 
outside the L&DCC area and as of 18/11/13 there will be a Gilmerton Community Council in place it 
was felt that this should pass to them. The City Councillors undertook to convey our best wishes to 
the Gilmerton CC and to express our willingness to work with them on matters of common interest. 
L&DCC will continue to monitor the PAN in respect of Broomhills which lies substantially within its 
area. 

An application is expected in the near future for the development of the Alnwickhill Water 
Treatment site with the original brief including 291 homes (25% affordable housing). 

An application for an extension to the Care Home at Little Road (still under construction) has been 
received. Concern was expressed that this may involve a reduction in the amount of onsite car 
parking with vehicles displaced to on road parking on streets that are already narrow and congested.  
A response expressing this concern will be sent. 



The Chair informed the meeting of the National Planning Framework, the SESPlan and the 
Supplementary Planning Guidance Document and Cllr Robson informed the meeting that all relevant 
planning documents will be available on the City of Edinburgh Council website from the Planning 
meeting held on 23/10/13.  Click on 
http://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/meetings/meeting/3124/planning_committee 

It was agreed that a Planning subgroup would be set up by L&DCC. The membership is Jim Henry, 
Michael Edwards, Marion Stevenson and Norman Lyon. Other members are welcome if available. 

Communication had been received from Irene Hewitt, the CC Liaison Officer for the City of 
Edinburgh Council regarding a review of polling stations. Responses are required by the next 
meeting of the CC and details of the proposals are on the web site. 

AOCB.  

Caro Wilkinson asked if members were interested in a ‘festive’ celebration following the next 
meeting and it was agreed that this would take place. Stewart Laird informed the meeting that a 
Christmas party for CC members would be held at Moredun Community Centre on the evening of 5th 
December.  The event last year had attracted over 30 people and all were welcome. 

Caro Wilkinson asked if the meeting table could be re-arranged to ensure to improve inter-visibility 
of attendees and this was agreed. 

Caro Wilkinson stated that the new Community Council should have a debate, at a future meeting, 
on its role and function. This was agreed and Caro was asked to prepare a discussion paper for the 
next meeting. 

Date of Next meeting 

The next meeting will be held at 7pm on Monday 25th November 2013 at Liberton Kirk Halls  

http://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/meetings/meeting/3124/planning_committee

