
Minute of 44th  Ordinary Meeting of Liberton and District Community Council 
Monday  27th May 2013 at 7pm  Liberton Kirk Halls, Kirkgate         Draft                      
 

Present 
Jim Henry  Chairperson  Alex Scott  Vice Chairperson 
Peter Schwarz    Treasurer  Mike Rea  Member   
Su Millar  Member  John Walton  Member 
Caro Wilkinson  Member  John Wilkinson  Member 
Graham Samuel  Member 
Ann Weir  Member – SEECAT  
Cllr Bill Cook     Kenny MacAskill MSP  
Stewart Laird  Neighbourhood Partnership 
PC Steve Andrews Police Scotland 
Marion Stevenson  Association of Proprieters Phase 1 Mortonhall 
Apologies 
Cllr. Norma Hart    Cllr Nick Cook  
Ian Murray MP     Jim Eadie MSP 
 
Approval of Minutes 
The minutes of the last meeting were approved as a true record. 
Matters Arising   
Leaflet Wording: Chair, Caro and Peter not met. Have agreed to meet 19.6.  
List of Organisations : Chair circulated draft and accepted it was likely to be incomplete. Concerned 
that attempts to contact schools via email had received any replies.  
Police Actions: Police do pass on details of damage to CEC property arising from accidents. Crime 
Prevention Officer had been in contact. 
Common Good: Cllr B.Cook advised that there was no Common Good land in L&DCC area. Mike Rea 
expressed concerns about Portobello High School Private Legislation. Kenny MacAskill advised that 
this was for securing the site for building the school only, that it would not create a precedent for 
any other site in Scotland, and, that site, once given up, would revert to Common Good land. 
Ideas For Promotional Events: Su Millar suggested attendance at Parents evenings at Schools.  
Agreed, Chair to contact schools directly rather than by email. Graham Samuel suggested a one day 
event. After discussion it was agreed that Graham would bring a proposal for an event which could 
be staged before the end of August to the next meeting which would 1.Indicate the Type of Event; 2. 
Who he proposed L&DCC should invite to take part; The venue; An itemised costing estimate for 
staging the event; and who would have to do what. Su Millar suggested setting up a stall at Cameron 
Toll and at Morrison’s Car Park. Agreed, Chair to contact Cameron Toll management and Morrison’s 
Management to establish if this would be possible. 
 
Reports 
Police Report: PC Andrews advised that there had been a number of break-ins into houses and 
gardens sheds. A high percentage of these crimes had been solved and the Police had been pursuing 
an increased presence policy in certain areas. PC mentioned the Better and safer Communities 
meeting, and, after discussion the Chair agreed to circulate details to all members. Issues had arisen 
over parking on pavements which turns out is currently not an offence but will be addressed by new 
legislation.  
Chairperson: Advised that after a speed survey which confirmed persistent speeding eastbound 
traffic on Liberton Drive at the end of Braid Hills CEC intended to undertake works to reduce the 
problem. Chair had asked why the area had not been targeted by Police speed traps. Marion 
Stevenson raised the issue of vehicles considered to be speeding on Frogston Road East. The main 
concern was for the safety of those using buses who had to cross over to or from the south side of 
Frogston Road East. The bus services were used by residents of the Mortonhall Estate all year round 
and, especially in the summer months, the visitors to the caravan site. It was agreed that the Chair 
would contact CEC Road Safety officers to alert them to the problem. It was also agreed that a traffic 



island /islands in Frogston Road east should be submitted as a candidate scheme for small scale road 
works for financial year 2014 / 2015. 
Treasurer: Report discussed at foregoing AGM. 
Planning: Following a meeting with Kenny MacAskill and Jim Eadie, the former had written to Derek 
MacKay re L&DCC planning concerns. Letter on L&DCC website. Proposed Filling Station Burdiehouse 
Road – L&DCC commented that the site would be best retained as woodland which respected its 
nature conservation status. South East Wedge PAN – in essence an eastern extension to the site 
recently approved on appeal at Edmonstone. This would effectively result in further loss of Green 
Belt and coalescence between Edinburgh and Edmonstone. A public consultation event was staged 
at Moredun and the proposal raises the same concerns as the original proposal i.e. the site being lost 
to development on appeal. Local Development Plan (LDP) – Proposed version issued 1.5. for a 6 
week consultation period. No new housing land allocated in L&DCC area and L&DCC preferred sites 
at Candlemaker Park, Gilmerton Dykes Road and Broomhills included in areas allocated for well in 
excess of 1,000 set at Main Issues Report (MIR). It also proposes junction improvements at the 
Burdiehouse Rd/ Frogston Rd Junction. The LDP does not provide sufficient details for the Broomhills 
area with regard to the proposed school, access arrangements, and disposition of residential 
development which has resulted in opposition to the proposal from residents in the L&DCC area. 
After much discussion it was agreed that L&DCC would make a submission which would reflect these 
concerns.  Planning Concordat – a further draft had been circulated. Chair considered additional 
measures should be incorporated to secure additional information in Proposed Local Plans re site 
development proposals. In addition in view of concerns which have emerged in the light of the LDP, 
consideration should be given to amendments to the Concordat to address deficiencies in the level 
of awareness of the LDP at the MIR stage. 
Neighbourhood Partnership: John Wilkinson to attend Better & Safer Communities Meeting 30.6. 
Nominated Groups: SEECAT Ann Weir reiterated that the Credit Union remained operational as was 
the chaplaincy at Cameron Toll. FOSKP: Su Millar advised that CEC (via Mike Shields) was hoping to 
install more benches and do addition planting. FOSKP happy with this but local residents not 
supportive of CEC proposals for basketball court. 
Transition Group: Report to next meeting. 
Public Forum: dealt with in previous items (Frogston Road East and LDP). 
AOCB 
Concerns about overgrowing trees / hedges Alnwickhill Road. Su Millar to provide location and Chair 
to raise with CEC Roads. 
JohnWalton raised concerns about alcohol licence application for filling station in Alnwickhall Road. 
No action agreed but warrants check with CEC as to why L&DCC not advised of applications. 
John Walton raised concerns about young motorcyclists using St Katharine’s Park. After discussion 
Kenny MacAskill to pursue and report back. 
Date of Next Meeting  
Monday 24th June 2013 at 7pm in Liberton Kirk Halls, Kirkgate.  
 


