
Minute of 43rd  Ordinary Meeting of Liberton and District Community Council 
Monday  29th April 2013 at 7pm  Liberton Kirk Halls, Kirkgate                               
 
Present 
Jim Henry  Chairperson   Alex Scott - Vice Chairperson 
Peter Schwarz  Treasurer   John Wilkinson  Member 
Caro Wilkinson   Member   Mike Rea  Member 
John Walton  Member   PC Mark Sutherland        Police 
PC Nicola Black  Police    Cllr Bill Cook  (part meeting)   
Cllr Nick Cook  (part meeting)    Alys Mumford 
    
Apologies; Ian Murray MP; Cllr. Norma Austin Hart; Su Millar Member; Ann Weir  Member SEECAT; 
Stewart Laird (Neighbourhood Partnership) 
 
Approval of Minutes 
The minutes of the last meeting were approved as a true record. 
 

Cllr. Tom Buchanan 
Tom Buchanan had been a founding and very active member of Liberton & District Community 
Council and he will be missed by family, friends and colleagues. Peter Schwarz gave a short history of 
Tom’s involvement with the Community Council and a personal memory of Tom who he recalled was 
a very considerate person.   
 
Matters Arising   
City of Edinburgh advised that Cllr Bill Cook would act as Returning Officer if necessary.  Advert in 
Braes Directory – Peter having trouble contacting publisher. Jim had spoken to delivery girl who was 
to contact publisher. Peter and Jim had met with MSPs Kenny MacAskill and Jim Eadie. They had 
been given a fair hearing and Jim Eadie’s caseworker was to write to Local Government and Planning 
Minister Derek MacKay raising our concerns. Cllr Bill Cook suggested that the Community Council 
(L&DCC)should ask if the Reporters had been given a steer that meeting housing needs should be 
given precedence over other material factors. 
 
Elections 2013 
After discussion it was agreed that the next meeting would devote time to discussing awareness 
raising (promotional) events. It was also agreed that an attempt would be made to set up a list of 
organisations operating in the  L&DCC area with contact names.  
 
Reports 
 
Police  PCs Sutherland and Black gave a report on the last month. An incident involving knife crime in 
Gracemount had resulted in arrests.   Bogus workmen re-emerging as a problem in Alnwickhill/ 
Howdenhall.    A local initiative had taken place in Moredun.    The neighbourhood watch scheme 
was being promoted and an additional on-line service had been launched. Peter to follow up for 
L&DCC web site.   Mike Rea raised concerns about damage to public property caused by car 
accidents and PC Sutherland agreed to clarify if Police notified City of Edinburgh Council (CEC) and 
report back. 
 
Chairperson 
Noted a number of consultations including one on Mobile Libraries (all consultations circulated and 
posted on web site).   Attended meeting re small scale schemes for local roads and supported a 
number of schemes in the area. He noted problems giving concern to parents at entrance to 
Gracemount Primary School which will be partially addressed by one of the CEC Roads schemes.  
Attended CEC Association of Community Councils and raised concerns about Edmonstone and lack 
of public meetings for Proposed Local Development Plan (PDP).   Had met with Caro Wilkinson re her 
concerns about Duties of Community Councils. Caro spoke of her concerns that L&DCC were not 



fully implementing its role as set out in the Scheme for Community Councils. It was agreed that 
L&DCC were not fully compliant but efforts had been made to raise awareness and that further  
efforts were being made in the run up to a new Council later this year. There was support for Caro’s 
suggestion of a newsletter which should be circulated to every household in the L&DCC area and 
Caro, Peter & Jim were delegated to draft a leaflet.   
 
Treasurer 
Reported  Community Council still had a healthy bank balance.   
 
Planning 
South East Wedge Meeting re proposals at Goodtrees Community Centre (Moredun) 15th May.  
Proposed Local Development Plan. Published 1st May for a six week consultation period. No 
proposals for new development in L&DCC area. Comments to be prepared by Jim for next meeting. 
Public Meetings 9th May at Faith Mission, Gilmerton Road & Market Street 16th May. NPF3 and SPP 
consultations to start 1st May Comments to be prepared for next meeting. SESPlan  Reporter’s report 
now on line (DPEA web site). Surprisingly few changes recommended except for changes proposed 
in the housing land supply section. (Assessed housing requirements are inserted as 2009 – 2019 
74,835; 2019 – 2024 32,710; 2024 – 2032 47,999.) Supplementary Guidance is to be issued to 
address housing land supply. 
 
Neighbourhood Partnership 
John Wilkinson attended the meeting re Review of Neighbourhood Partnerships 26.3.2013 and 
reported back that it was an interesting meeting.   
 
Nominated Groups  
No report 
 
Transition Group 
Caro Wilkinson reported on Energy Fair and considered that leafleting 5,000 houses in the area had  
increased attendance. The format had been similar to last year with a good range of stalls and 
speakers. Caro also expressed concerns about the results of a withdrawal of funding which will 
adversely affect the Mansion House due to the loss of staff. 
 
Public Forum 
None 
 
AOCB 
Mike Rea asked that an item re Common Good land be added to next agenda. 
 
Date of Next Meeting (Which is Also AGM) 
Monday 27th May 2013 at 7pm in Liberton Kirk Halls, Kirkgate.  
 


