
           
Minute of 37th Ordinary Meeting of Liberton and District Community Council 
Monday 24th September 2012 at 7pm  Liberton Kirk Halls, Kirkgate         DRAFT 
 
Present 
Jim Henry Chairperson Alex Scott Vice Chairperson  
Peter Schwarz* Treasurer John Wilkinson Member  
John Wilkinson Member Mike Rea Member 
Graham Samuel Member Ann Weir* Member – SEECAT  
Cllr. Bill Cook  Cllr. Nick Cook  
Jim Eadie MSP  Ruth Currie Assistant to Jim Eadie MSP 
PC John Paterson* L&B Police  
* part meeting 
Apologies 
Caro Wilkinson  Cllr. Norma Austen Hart   
Stuart Fleming Liberton Association Stewart Laird  Neighbourhood Partnership 
 
Welcome 
Chairperson welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
 
Minute of Last Meeting 
Agreed as true record of meeting. 
 
Items Arising 
Advert in Braeside Directory  Has been agreed and should be published in next edition. 
Administration    Chairperson to pursue. 
Notice Boards   Chairperson meeting  Cllr Hart and Mike Shields on Thursday. 
Empowerment Act Consultation  Submission made to Scottish Government. 
Lights at Frogston Road  Cllr Hart had forwarded copy of response from City of Edinburgh 
Council (CEC)  Transport Service explained the problems which arose. 
Potholes in Inch Park  John Wilkinson advised that these have been filled in. 
St Katharines Park  Cllr Hart had passed on concerns to CEC re grass cutting and 
pavements. Cllr Hart had passed concerns about drains to Scottish Water. 
Speeding Mount Vernon Road   PC Paterson advised that this wasn’t an accident blackspot and 
further action would be unlikely. 
CEC’s  Legal Consultants  Cllr Bill Cook obtained clarification of this item and agreed to 
address. 
Computer   Peter advised he hadn’t ptogressed. 
 
REPORTS 
Police  
Monthly report circulated via email. PC Paterson advised: that housebreakings had been reduced 
following arrest of suspect; on motorcycle thefts that had resulted in arrests and charges;  on some 
anti-social activity in Walter Scott area; on drugs arrests in St Katharines area; computer sales scams 
reported at Cameron Toll and Straiton; onmotorcycle initiative in Inch, Gilmerton and Burdiehouse; 
onanti-social activities reported at new park in Gracement area; onconcerns about damage to trees 
in Stanedykehead area. 
 
Treasurer 
Peter advised on the balance of funds in hand and that the grant from CEC had been received less 
insurance costs. 
 
Chairperson 
Jim reported that he and Peter had met with Scottish Water re Alnwickhill WTW. Scottish Water had 
advised that it was in the process of marketing the site and gave an indication of the timetable. It 
would be 2013 before any buyer would be announced. L&DCC had taken interest in the future of this 



site and took the opportunity to remind Scottish Water of the need for early discussion with any 
prospective developers.  Jim reported that he would be raising the issue of the use of Section 175 
(Planning Legislation) at the Civic Forum on 25th September. Jim advised that he had a note of the 
selling agents and had sent email to agent for Goods’ Corner without reply. Cllr. Bill Cook asked for 
information about the sites concerned (CEC responses passed on 25.9.2012). Jim had agreed to 
attend meeting re Alcohol Licensing on 8th October with Peter as substitute as necessary. John 
Wilkinson’s offer to attend and report back was accepted with thanks. 
 
Planning 
The proposed “Granny Flat” at a green belt site at Burdiehouse had been refused but could be 
subject of appeal. Hearing re Edmonstone was scheduled for 10th October and L&DCC can attend 
and make statement. Jim had problems attending but could make written submission.  
 
Neighbourhood Partnership 
Information sheet supplied by Stewart Laird circulated via email. 
John Wilkinson advised that a meeting was scheduled for 27th September @ 2.00pm. He agreed to 
attend and report back. 
 
Nominated Groups 
Ann Weir advised:  that Chaplains had now been appointed to Cameron Toll and Straiton but there 
were concerns that they had no specific locations to hold confidential meetings; that the Castle 
Credit Union had been established for postcode areas EH16 and EH17 which met in Gilmerton on 
Monday afternoons. Ann noted that the credit union need to be better publicised. 
 
Transition Group 
John Wilkinson advised that Caro would be visiting the Portobello Orchard on Saturday first and 
anyone wishing to join her would be welcome.  
 
PUBLIC FORUM 
No member of the public present. 
 
AOCB 
Community Council Scheme Consultation 
After discussion it was agreed that Peter would produce draft for agreement with Jim. 
 
Debris following building works - Mortonhall 
Alex raised concerns about debris left after repairs to a small retaining wall adjacent to Mortonhall 
Crematorium.  He advised that another wall was damaged and in need of repair. Following 
discussion Mike Rea agreed to investigate and report back. 
 
Common Good Land 
Mike Rea raised the issue which has arisen re a possible new school at Portobello. Mike  advised that 
local authorities had powers to sell off common good land but had no powers to appropriate it for 
their own use. He was concerned that possible moves were afoot to amend legislation to allow this. 
There was discussion about Common Good land in L&DCC area and Cllr Bill Cook advised that work 
was ongoing at CEC to compile a record of its landholdings to allow a consideration of how to 
achieve best value. Jim advised that comments on the availability of data on common good land had 
been included in response on Community Regeneration and Empowerment. 
 
14. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
Monday 29th October  2012 at 7pm in Liberton Kirk Halls, Kirkgate 


