
Minute of 34th Ordinary Meeting of Liberton and District Community Council 
Monday 28th May 2012 at 7pm  Liberton Kirk Halls, Kirkgate 
 

Present 
Jim Henry Chairperson Peter Schwarz Treasurer 
Mike Rea Member Su Millar Member 
Ann Weir Member – SEECAT 
Cllr Bill Cook  Cllr Nick Cook 
Stewart Laird  Neighbourhood Partnership 
John Walton 
 
Apologies 
Alex Scott Vice Chairperson 
Caro Wilkinson Member John Wilkinson Member 
Cllr. Norma Hart  Cllr. Tom Buchannan 
Kenny MacAskill MSP  Ian Murray MP 
 
Welcome 
Chairperson welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

Minute of Last Meeting 
The spelling of members names were accepted as corrections and approved by those attending.  
 
Matters Arising 
Alnwickhill WTW 
The Planning Sub Committee (Graham Samuel, Mike Rea, Peter Schwarz and Jim Henry) had, thanks 
to the good offices of Kenny MacAskill MSP, been invited to visit the site of the Alnwickhill Water 
Treatment Works (WTW).  They had been shown round the site and had a look inside one of the two 
surface screen housing buildings and at the edge of the underground tank which are required to be 
retained as they are Listed structures. The general opinion was that there were no obvious 
community uses for these structures. Jim suggested that, given the bunding on site and the trees 
around the edge, this could be a key theme in treatment of the northern edge of the site which 
could prevent overlooking of properties of the north of the site.  
 
Ex-Offico members 
Jim reported he had contacted all Lothians List MSPs and MEPs via email. A few had responded and 
were now added to mailing list.  
 
Chairperson Report 
Apart from site visit to Alnwickhill WTW no meetings attended.  Jim advised he would attend Civic 
Forum and AGM of Association of Edinburgh Community Councils prior to the next meeting and 
report back. 
 
Treasurer 
Peter reported that the Community Council was solvent.   He advised it remained unclear if the Bank 
had resolved the situation with regard to Community Council signatories. 
 
Police Report 
No attendees from Lothian & Borders Police. 
 
 



Planning 
Jim advised that the Edmonstone housing application for 144 houses had been submitted and that 
the Community  Council were accepted as consultees. He advised that the site had never been 
considered for housing via the Development Plan process and considered that the case for the 
approving the proposal was based on previous consents for non residential (institutional) use which 
were supported by planning policy. After discussing the proposal, it was agreed that the Community 
Council would submit an objection to this planning application. Concern was raised about the 
possibility that the site could be viewed as contributing to the Urban Fringe allocation and this would 
be addressed in the submission. 
 
Neighbourhood Partnership 
Stewart Laird advised that the policing remain unchanged from last month with ongoing problems 
relating to cold calling/bogus workmen and break-ins.  
 
Stewart advised that the SportsFest  is  to take place at Inch Park on Friday 15th June between 
2.00pm and 6.00pm. Members invited to attend. The event would provide youngsters  the 
opportunity to sample a wide range of sports. 
 
Stewart also advised of an Environmental Event taking place 25th June to 27th June inclusive. There 
was an opportunity for the Community Council to set up a stall at this event. 
 
Nominated Groups 
Ann Weir submitted a report on behalf of SEECAT. Easter events had all gone well. SEECAT’s main 
concern was securing chaplains for Cameron Toll and a Business Secretary for its organisation. 
This initiated discussion about the possibility of obtaining assistance from EVOC which can be 

contacted via Neighbourhood Partnerships Development Officer, 14 Ashley Place, Edinburgh EH6 

5PX  T. 0131 555 9100 email kate.kasprowicz@evoc.org.uk . 

Further discussion took place about the possibility of securing minute secretary support for the 

Community Council. Chairperson to investigate. 

Condition of the Roads 
Mike Rea raised the issue of the state of the roads and his concerns about the long term prospect in 
the absence of proper repairs. Cllr Bill Cook advised that City of Edinburgh Council (CEC) were aware 
of the problem, that this topic was the subject of review, and, that he would report back to future 
meetings. Mike also voiced concerns about the rumours he had heard that CEC was employing 
consultant legal support to avoid payment of compensation for claims arising from personal and 
vehicle damage caused by poorly maintained roads and pavements.  Cllr Bill Cook agreed to 
investigate and report back. 
 
Next Meeting 
Monday 25th June 2012 Liberton Kirk Halls, Kirkgate Edinburgh at 7.00pm. 
Items for discussion will be securing new members and notice board locations. 
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