
MINUTES OF LIBERTON & DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL (L&DCC)  HELD ON  
MONDAY 30th APRIL 2012 IN LIBERTON KIRK HALLS, KIRKGATE, EDINBURGH  
 
Present 
Jim Henry   Chairperson 
Alex Scott   Vice Chairperson 
Mike Rea   Member 
David Hurst   Member  - Resigned and left meeting at item 2 
Peter Schwarz   Treasurer – Left meeting after item 3  
Graham Samuel   Member   
Caro Wilkinson   Member 
John Wilkinson   Member 
Su Millar   Member 
Cllr Norma Hart   City of Edinburgh Council 
Kenny MacAskill MSP 
Stewart Laird   CEC Neighbourhood Partnership 
Alex Mitchell   Environmental Warden  
PC Joanne Emblem  L & B Police 
PC Steve Andrews  L & B Police 
John Walton  
Maggie Wood   Braes Directory 
Kenneth Cairns   Braes Directory 
John Knox      
 
Apologies 
Cllr Bill Cook      Ian Murray MP 
Stuart Fleming  -  Liberton Association 
 
Welcome, Introductions,  Apologies 
Chairperson welcomed everyone and those attending introduced themselves. Apologies received 
listed above. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
Ian Murray MP’s apology added. Minor typos corrected. Caro Wilkinson suggested a note be added 
to record concerns about privacy issues arising from use of CCTV. Revised minutes approved by 
meeting. [It was agreed that minutes would be emailed in Word and in PDF.] 
 
Matters Arising 
Ex-Offico Members  
The CC Scheme requires indicates that all Lothians List MSPs and all MEPs are Ex-Offico members. It 
appears that they had not been contacted in the past. It was agreed Jim would contact and ask if 
they wished to be advised of CC business. 
Bank Business  
Jim advised that it was hoped the three signatories were in place and that progress had been slow 
due to problems caused by the bank.  
Mortonhall 
Cllr Bill Cook had raised the issue and forwarded a helpful reply from planning. The response from 
bereavement services was not considered to be helpful. Jim had replied asking they consider tree 
planting to replace those felled and reminded them about early neighbour consultation, in the spirit 
of the new planning legislation. The CC actions met with the approval of the complainants. 
CCTV 



Mr Walton briefly explained his concerns advising that he though CCTV might provide the solution to 
the problems that had arisen. Kenny MacAskill gave a fulsome response indicating the pros and cons 
of CCTV. He agreed CCTV could have a role and advised that this was a local authority issue. He 
suggested that the best possible way forward would be a meeting, which he was prepared to 
convene, to draw together the “interested parties”. Norma Hart intimated her support for Kenny 
MacAskill’s comments.    
 
David Hurst 
David attended briefly to tender his resignation as he is moving from the area for family reasons. Jim 
took the opportunity to thank David on behalf of the Community Council for all his hard work over 
the years, especially in his role as “Planning Officer”.  The Committee took the opportunity to join 
Jim in wishing David all the best for the future.  
 
Treasurer’s Report 
Peter advised that there were 3 outstanding items carried over to the new financial year. He asked 
for approval for his accounts and this was moved by Graham Samuel and seconded by Michael Rae. 
Peter asked for approval to make on payment for the remainder of the meetings for the rest of year 
2012. This was moved by Alex Scott and seconded by Michael Rae. Peter then withdrew from the 
meeting. 
 
Police Report 
Stuart laird tabled copies of the Police Report and PCs Emblem and Andrews expanded on a number 
of the topics including antisocial behaviour issues, cold calling controls, bogus workmen, pedal cycle 
theft, drug raids. Both emphasised the need for help from the public, especially in reporting issues 
and concerns. The public could report anonymously via Crime Stoppers on 0800 555111 or 
www.crimestoppers.uk.org . 
 
Braes Directory 
Maggie Wood and Kenneth Cairns explained that they had launched the Braes Directory to provide a 
free local publication for circulation within the Community Council area funded by advertising 
income. The initial copy was circulated to the meeting. Maggie and Kenneth advised that the initial 
edition had a run of 2,700 and the second edition was to have a run of 4,000 to allow coverage over 
a larger area.  They hoped that the Braes Directory would be a blend of local interest and more 
general items which might encourage the establishment of local groups. Maggie and Kenneth 
suggested CC consider using magazine to get its message into the area.  
 
Green Dog Walker Initiative 
Alex Mitchell, Environmental Warden, spoke about the initiative and advised that it had been very 
successful in reducing dog fouling in Falkirk Council area. He was keen to establish groups of Green 
Dog Walkers who would set good a example, for example reminding those not picking up dog waste 
and disposing of it properly of their responsibilities and providing free waste bags. Green Dog 
Walkers would be provided with scheme specific arm bands and dog collars. City of Edinburgh 
Council were prepared to provide support funding for groups. Those interested should contact Alex 
on 0131 529 5204/7649 or by email at alex.mitchell@edinburgh.gov.uk  
There was discussion about the lack of controls over private grounds and back gardens with Alex 
indicating that there was a possibility that this could be resolved in the future. 
 
Chairperson’s Report 
a. Civic Forum  Jim advised that he had attended the Civic Forum earlier in the month and would 
attend the next meeting in June. The Forum dealt mainly with planning matters and it was worth 

http://www.crimestoppers.uk.org/
mailto:alex.mitchell@edinburgh.gov.uk


noting that City of Edinburgh Council was addressing concerns and Planning Application Notices 
raised at previous meetings. 
Edinburgh Association of Community Councils  L&DCC were members but the lack of a secretary was 
raising problems. Jim had hoped to attend the AGM in June. He considered there was value in 
meeting members of other CCs to draw upon their experiences. 
 b. Planning  The certificate Lawfulness for Lasswade Road had been approved and 85 Liberton Drive 
hearing had resulted in refusal of appeal being rejected. Jim advised that SESPlan (Strategic 
Development Plan) submissions were now on line. Leith Docks housing development was looking 
unlikely and this could have implications for the South East Edinburgh Area (See L&DCC SESPlan 
submission) and our CC and adjacent areas. Permission granted for works at Alnwickhill Treatment 
Works to allow decommissioning. 
 
Neighbourhood Partnership 
John Wilkinson reported on the meeting of February advising that alcohol reduction was the main 
issue discussed. Stewart Laird provided updates about the Sports fest funding. He advised that the 
next meeting of the Better and Safer Communities Initiatives was programmed for 24.5.2012 at 2pm 
in Gilmerton Library, Newtoft Street. Stewart advised that he could organise visits to a Police Centre 
at Bilston. After discussion Stewart agreed to investigate the issue of the keyholder for the notice 
board at St Katharines Park. 
 
Transition Group 
Caro Wilkinson advised that there was little progress at present.  
Gracemount Mansion House  Caro raised concerns about the lack of progress with promoting use of 
the Gracement Mansion House garden. Norma Hart and Stewart Laird offered to investigate the 
situation and report back. After discussion it was agreed that if no progress on community garden 
initiative, the area should be promoted for allotments. 
 
Date of Next Meeting 
AGM – 28th May 2012 at 7 pm in Liberton Kirk Halls, Kirkgate. 
(John and Caro Wilkinson submitted apologies for this meeting.) 


