
MINUTES OF LIBERTON & DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY 27TH 
FEBRUARY 2012 IN LIBERTON KIRK HALLS, KIRKGATE, EDINBURGH  
Amended and approved 26.3.2012 
 
PRESENT  
Alex Scott 
Michael Rae 
Su Millar 
David Hurst 
Peter Schwarz  
Graham Samuel 
John Wilkinson 
Caro Wilkinson 
Ann Weir 
PC Brian Pender 
Chris Hampton 
Caroline Kemp 
Councillor Bill Cook 
Councillor Conor Snowden 
Jim Henry 
Stewart Laird 
  

Liberton & District CC Member 
Liberton & District CC Member 
Liberton & District CC Member 
Liberton & District CC Member 
Liberton & District CC (Treasurer) 
Liberton & District CC Member 
Liberton & District CC Member 
Liberton & District CC Member 
SEECAT 
Lothian and Borders Police 
 
Transition Edinburgh South 
The City of Edinburgh Council 
The City of Edinburgh Council  
Liberton & District CC (Chairman) 
CEC Services for Communities  
 

APOLOGIES  
Stuart Fleming 
Councillor Tom Buchanan  
Councillor Norma Hart 

Liberton & District CC Member 
The City of Edinburgh Council 
The City of Edinburgh Council 
 

 
Prior to the main meeting starting the matter of electing a new Chairperson had to be 
completed due to Chris Hampton stepping down from his role as Chairman due to Chris 
moving out of the Liberton area. 
 
Councillor Bill Cook chaired the meeting at this stage to elect the new Chairperson. 
 
Michael Rae and Graham Samuel proposed Jim Henry by way of a written notification. This 
was put to the meeting and David proposed Jim Henry and with Su seconding the proposal 
and with no other nominations, Councillor Cook asked the members to vote. With the vote 
being unanimous Jim Henry agreed to become the new Chairman of the Community 
Council. 
 
Jim thanked everyone for their vote of confidence and asked if there were any nominations 
for Secretary. With no one coming forward Stewart as Support Officer was asked by David to 
take the minutes of this meeting and Stewart agreed to this for this meeting only.  
 
Jim also agreed after discussion to take on the role as the point of contact in the interim 
period in order to deal with emails etc. 
 
Alex Scott was asked if he would accept the position of Vice Chairman and Alex agreed to 
this. 
 
The matter of the signatories of the bank account was also discussed and the Chair and 
Treasurer agreed to deal with this matter.  It was agreed that Alex should remain as a 
signatory for the bank account with the addition of the new Chair as a signatory. 
 
Before the main part of the meeting started the Chairman thanked Chris on behalf of the 
LDCC for all his work on behalf of the LDCC. 
 
2 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING – 30th JANUARY 2012  



 2.1  
 

With no amendments, the minutes of the meeting of 30th January 2012 were 
approved as an accurate record. 

 
 

 
3. MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES - 30th JANUARY 2012 

 
 3.1 It was agreed that the any matters arising would be dealt with during the agenda 
 
4. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

 
 4.1 As Jim had just been appointed and Alex Scott had resigned the Chair at the 

previous meeting there was no Chairman’s report. 
 
5. POLICE REPORT 

 
 5.1 

 
Stewart tabled the Police January Newsletter and with PC Brian Pender in 
attendance, PC Pender would report on any crimes in the area. 

 
 5.2 PC Pender introduced himself to the group and explained that he was the 

Community Beat Officer for the Moredun Ward but had information relating to this 
ward. 
 

 5.3 PC Pender reported that the area has seen a number of House Breakings within the 
Liberton area in particular this has involved domestic and business premises where 
properties have been broken into in the late evenings/ over night. On the majority of 
these occasions windows have been forced.  
 

 5.3.1 The opportunist thieves are smashing windows and doors to gain entry and there 
was also an incident involving someone who recovered keys that were in the back 
door lock after gaining access through the houses cat flap. 
 

 5.3.2 PC Pender reported that this type of crime is happening more and more and is 
happening in the more affluent areas. 
 

 5.3.3 Alex asked in what areas the housebreakings are happening. PC Pender reported 
that the main area involved was Alnwickhill. 
 

 5.4 There have also been incidents involving thefts from garden sheds with a local 
policeman losing 2 hedge strimmers. 
 

 5.5 PC Pender highlighted that there are Bogus workmen working in the area and many 
elderly residents have been conned by these workmen by handing over money prior 
to the work being started.  
 

 5.5.1 PC Pender asked residents to report any suspicious individuals within the area 
following a number of calls in relation to persons trying to acquire scrap metal.  
 

 5.5.2 PC Pender suggested that if you need any information on Crime Prevention to 
contact PC Carol Menzies at Howdenhall Police Station or contact Stewart and he 
will give you the contact number for PC Menzies. 
 

 5.5.3 
 
 
 
 
5.5.4 

PC Pender reported that PC Menzies had completed a leaflet drop in the Alnwickhill 
and surrounding areas relating to Crime Prevention and if any resident is concerned 
about their home and how safe it is, PC Menzies will visit them in their home and 
give them the correct information. 
 
PC Pender highlighted that many homes now have the new style of doors which 
have the lock studs top and bottom as well as down the side and these type of doors 
deter many opportunist thieves.  



 
 5.6 PC Pender highlighted that 2 Males were arrested within the Walter Scott area 

following 2 separate disturbances.  
 

 5.7 PC Pender reported that a number of cars were damaged in Kingston Avenue 
whereby a sharp object had been used to scratch the paint work. 
 

 5.8 Alex asked about the accident at Kaimes Crossroads last week involving a lorry and 
a pedestrian. PC Pender stated that there were many road incidents but due to the 
fact he had not heard of the incident he would presume that there was not a fatality. 
 

 5.9 PC Pender also mentioned that the Divisional drugs unit have had a number of 
successes within the area whereby a cannabis cultivation was discovered within a 
residential dwelling.  
 

 5.10 PC Pender completed his report by stating that local police are continuing there high 
vis patrols targeting anti social hot spots. 
 

 5.11 Jim thanked PC Pender for his report and PC Pender then left the meeting. 
 

6. SECRETARY’S REPORT 
 

 6.1 As a Secretary had not been elected this evening there was no report. 
 
7. TREASURER’S REPORT 

 
 7.1 

 
Peter reported that the balance in the account was £2855.28. 

 
 7.2 Peter asked Chris if he had any outstanding expenses and Chris stated that he had 

outstanding receipts for around £12. 
 

 7.3 Peter reported that the Community Council had agreed to fund the hire of the hall at 
the Sustainable Energy Fair event in Liberton Kirk Centre on Saturday 17 March 
2012 up to £200. 
 

 7.3.1 Peter reported the hire of the Hall for the duration of the event is £135 and Peter 
was concerned that insurance would be required for the event. The Organisers got 
a quote of £51.63 making a total of £186.63. 

   
 7.4 Jim handed a booklet to Caro which dealt with ‘Grants to Small Organisations’ 

which set out the Co-operative Society’s local community support scheme. 
 

   
 
8. PLANNING REPORT 

 
 8.1 

 
 
 
 
 
8.1.1 
 

Scottish Water – Treatment Works 
David reported that the development, some 7.4 hectares, had 200 homes 
proposed on the original PAN application but that has increased to 300 homes on 
a larger (circa 10 hectare) site. (Concern about changes like this had been raised 
by David and Jim at the Development Management meeting hosted by City of 
Edinburgh Council.) 
 
David had suggested the development should provide for 2 roads onto 
Howdenhall Road from the development with pedestrian access onto Alnwickhill 
Road as alternative to that proposed. David also suggested that there should be 
no entrance into Liberton Park from the development. David highlighted the key 
concern that the development site should be returned to its original ground level 



and development height should be conditioned to prevent overlooking of adjacent 
properties. 
 

 8.2 Braids Golf Range 
David reported that the application for the extension to the Driving range and 
advised that a letter of objection had been submitted. 
 
 

 8.3 
 
 
 
 
8.3.1 

Burdiehouse – Limekilns 
David reminded the group that permission to build this new development was 
granted by the Reporter after Hallam/ Halcrow appealed against the original 
decision with the development to started by 2015. 
 
Councillor Cook and the other councillors were against this development but they 
are heavily constrained in what they say as if they talk or lobby other officials they 
are not allowed to vote against any development. 
 

 8.4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8.5 

Lasswade Road – Shop to serve Hot Food 
It was agreed that a submission be made opposing the issue of a Certificate of 
Lawfulness as it was considered previous applications for hot food take aways 
had raised a number of objections. It was considered that the proposed 
development, in essence a hot food take-away counter, was not in any way similar 
to the butchers counter there previously. 
 
Edmonstone – 100 Houses PAN 
It was considered that the proposal was not part of the development approved in 
outline by City of Edinburgh an 2004 and formally granted in 2007. There had 
been a recent application to extend the life of the 2004 / 2007 consent. It was 
considered the 2004 / 2007 consent had covered a much larger area than 
required and that even if the proposed housing was within this area (or part of this 
area) additional development would lead to loss of the Edinburgh Green Belt. The 
site was not identified as an option in the Local Plan MIR. Jim Henry had 
submitted an objection on behalf of the Community Council. 

 
9. TRANSITION GROUP REPORT 

 
 9.1 

 
 
 
9.1.1 
 
 
9.1.2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9.2 
 
 
9.2.1 

Caro reported that the programme for the Sustainable Energy Fair that is being 
held in Liberton Kirk Centre on Saturday 17 March 2012 is near completion 
although it has not gone to print yet. 
 
MP Ian Murray is opening the event and the group is expecting around 100 people 
to attend the event. 
 
There will be workshops and talks on the following: 
 
 Interested in renewable energy 
 Want to reduce your energy bills 
 Want to make your household planet friendly 
 Talks on energy, climate and transgression 
 Recycle broken electrical goods 
 Demonstration of new solar technology 
 Stalls from energy and insulation companies 
 Workshops and ideas on sustainable living 

 
Su asked if the LDCC have a stall at the event. The answer was no. Su felt that at 
this moment in time, raising the profile of the work of the LDCC was necessary. 
 
Su suggested that an information sheet or leaflet should be created in order that we 



 
 
 
9.2.2 
 
 
 
9.2.3 
 
 
 
9.3 
 
 
9.3.1 
 
 
9.4 
 
 
9.5 
 
9.6 
 
9.7 
 
 
 
9.7.1 
 
 
9.7.2 
 
 

recruit new members. The leaflet could contain the timetable of LDCC meetings 
and the matters the group are currently dealing with.  
 
After discussion it was agreed that the LDCC would be present at the event with the 
members Su Millar, Peter Schwartz, Graham Samuel, Jim Henry and Michael Rae 
in attendance. 
 
Su asked if the LDCC members could have a name badge for the event in order 
that people new who they were talking to. Stewart agreed to supply them for the 
event.  
 
Ann reported that an advert about the work of the LDCC could be inserted in the 
Liberton Kirk Magazine that is sent out in September. 
 
Alex suggested that flyers could be placed in the local dentist, local libraries and 
churches to try and encourage local residents to attend LDCC meetings. 
 
David spoke about spending some funds on a Portable Notice Board and Alex 
mentioned the Community News page within the Edinburgh Evening News. 
 
Jim, Peter and David to produce a flyer depicting the work of the LDCC. 
 
Jim then introduced Caroline Kemp from Transition Edinburgh South. 
 
Caroline explained that Transition Edinburgh South is a not-for-profit community-led 
organisation that aims to help South Edinburgh communities to prepare for climate 
change and rising oil prices.   
 
The group is working with South East Edinburgh Transition to help organise their 
Sustainable Energy Fair on the 17th March 2012. 
   
The group is also working on two other projects in the Liberton, Gilmerton and 
Gracemount areas.  
 

 9.8 
 
 

 
9.8.1 
 
 

 
9.8.2 
 
 
 
 
9.8.3 
 
 
 
 
 
9.9 

 
 
 

Schools Projects: The Group are currently running an environmental education 
programme in three local schools - Gracemount Primary, St Catherines RC Primary 
and Gilmerton Primary.   

This consists of three weekly sessions teaching the children about climate change, 
oil scarcity, where our food comes from and the energy used in transporting and 
processing it, waste etc.   

The group are collaborating with another environmental education organisation 
called Powerpod, who use volunteer peer educators (children teaching other 
children) and practical demonstrations with mini solar panels, wind turbines and 
bicycle generators to teach about renewable energy.   

The group have just completed week two and next week will be teaching them 
about reducing energy use in the home.  The programme will culminate in an end 
event called 'Green Juice and Grub' on the 24th March at Gilmerton Community 
Centre from 11am - 3pm.  Everyone is welcome to attend, and there will be stalls 
and workshops and entertainment.  

Free home energy visits in Liberton/Gilmerton: The group train volunteers to 
give advice on energy efficiency.  This can include, depending on the situation, no 
cost (behavioural change) and low cost (DIY) energy saving measures, heating 
systems, windows, insulation, draught proofing, solar panels, grants, loans and 
other government schemes.  The volunteers can conduct free home visits, 



 
 
 

9.9.1 
 
 
 
 
 
9.9.2 
 
 
9.10 
 

 
 
 
 
9.10.1 
 
 
  
9.10.2 
 
 
 
 

 
9.10.3 
 
 
 
9.10.4 
 
 
 
9.11 

providing impartial, energy saving advice specific to the individual householder or 

tenant.   

Householders or tenants contact us to arrange a visit and thegroup send out a pair 
of volunteers at a time that is convenient to the caller.  If there are any issues or 
questions that the volunteers cannot answer then the group will get back to the 
caller within a few days with the relevant information.  We do not cold call, and will 
not pass on information to any third parties. 

Caroline informed all if they wish to arrange a visit to email 
energy@transitionedinburghsouth.org.uk, or call us on 0131 650 4064. 

'Carbon Conversations' discussion group starting Monday 26th March 2012 - 
no prior knowledge required:  We also run participatory courses consisting of a 
set of group discussions helping people understand and act on climate change. 
Small groups meet for 6 short facilitated discussions, working through activities and 
games; sharing thoughts, ideas and reflections.  

The course is designed to motivate and support individuals to make progress with 
cutting their carbon footprints, and help people talk constructively about the issues 
together.  

Going further than just the ‘facts’, the programme is unique for its attention to how 
making change in our lives is intimately bound up with issues of identity, society 
and values. Giving groups the space to discuss the more personal side of carbon-
cutting, the meetings are designed to develop our insight, as individuals, into our 
own ways forward with environmental change.   

You do not need to have any prior knowledge to take part!  The course costs £15 to 
cover the cost of the course book but is free to anyone who is unemployed or on a 
low income. 
 
The next one is starting on the 26th January, to run every Monday evening for 6 
weeks.  To book a place please email lauren@transitionedinburghsouth.org.uk or 
call 07972279159 

Jim thanked Caroline for her report. 
 
10. NEIGHBOURHOOD PARTNERSHIP REPORT 

 
 10.1 

 
John highlighted that there is a Liberton Gilmerton Neighbourhood Partnership 
meeting this coming Wednesday in Libertus at 7pm. 
 

 10.2 David mentioned that he was present at the Better and Safer Communities (BASC) 
meeting last week and the current Police priorities and preferences decided at the 
meeting were: 

 

Agreed Priority Agreed Preference 

Antisocial behaviour in the Priesthill 
Street/Gracemount Drive area 

Parking issues around St 
Catherine's Primary School and 
Craigour Park Primary School 

Tackle the rise in housebreakings in the 
Liberton Brae & Alnwickhill areas 

Youth drinking in the Fernieside 
Park area. 

Antisocial behaviour within Ochiltree 
Gardens 

Tackle the rise in vandalism within 
the Captains Drive area. 

mailto:energy@transitionedinburghsouth.org.uk
mailto:lauren@transitionedinburghsouth.org.uk


 
 10.3 David reported that the Police and Environmental Wardens will be conducting 

several Dog Fouling initiatives throughout the next year. 
 

 10.4 
 
 
10.5 
 
 
10.5.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
10.6 

Stewart reported that the Youth Issues Group (YIG) deals with many issues relating 
to young people. 
 
Stewart tabled a report from the ‘Youth Engagement Event 2011’ and the outcomes 
from the event are listed. 
 
Stewart reported that the Liberton Gilmerton Sports Forum which report to the YIG 
meeting have been asked to deal with Key Issue 4 from the Youth Event which 
deals with how to ‘Increase access to sports/fitness activity’ by way of  
 
 Investigate ways of making access to sport more affordable. 
 Involve young people in designing local sporting showcase events. 
 Identify ways to increase the variety of sports available. 

 
Stewart highlighted that the February News Update relates to the work of the 
Sports Forum and the introduction of the teenage boy and girl from Gracemount HS 
to the Sports Forum. 
 
Stewart reported that the work of the ‘Sports Forum’ has already set plans in motion 
on ‘how we increase access to sport/fitness activity’ for young people in the 
Liberton Gilmerton area. 

 
 
11. NOMINATED GROUPS REPORT 

 
 11.1 

 
 
11.1.1 
 

Ann reported that at the SEECAT meeting the problem of Debt arose especially for 
residents living in the Burdiehouse and Southhouse areas. 
 
Ann highlighted that Cammy McKenzie, the Minister of the Gilmerton church is to 
run a couple of ‘Debt Management’ courses to raise awareness. 
 

 11.2 
 
 

Peter asked if CHAI is still operating at 40 Captains Road. Stewart agreed to find 
out.  
 

 11.3 Chris reported that bulbs were planted in St Katharine’s Park last year and a spring 
clean of the park will take place shortly. 

 
12. AOCB  

 
 12.1 

 
 
 
12.1.1 
 
 
12.1.2 
 

Alex raised the matter of change to the Timetables of Lothian Buses from Sunday 4 
March. There are many changes but the ones that affect this area is the changes to 
the 7 and 33. 
 
Stewart reported that fares are rising with the Adult single fare going up10p to 
£1.40 and the monthly Ridacard costs rising from £45 to £48. 
 
Alex reported if you wish to find out the changes then you can contact 0131-555-
6363. 

 
13 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
  Monday 26th March 2012 @ 7.00pm in Liberton Kirk Halls. 
 
 


