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MINUTES OF THE 30TH ORDINARY MEETING OF LIBERTON AND 

DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL HELD FROM 7 PM ON MONDAY 

THE 30th OF JANUARY 2012 IN THE SMALL HALL, LIBERTON 

KIRK HALLS, KIRKGATE, EDINBURGH   

I.Welcome 

The Chair welcomed members to the 30th Meeting of the Community Council. 

II  Apologies 

 Alexandra Hardie, Susan Millar 

III Present  

Alex Scott (Chairman), Stewart Laird, Chris Hampton (Secretary),Peter Schwarz (Treasurer), 

Jim Henry, John Wilkinson, Caro Wilkinson, Michael Rea, Graham Samuel, Ann Weir, David 

Hurst  

PC Kirsty Summers (police) 

Alex Orr, David Tough, Ewan McIntyre (Edmonstone Estate Development) 

Nicola Barclay, Rosslyn McDonald (visitors) 

IV  Police Report 

1. The solvency rate in the area was reported as 32.6%.  Investigations were on-going. 

2. There was a marked increase in break-ins.  A unit had been set up to deal with them.  

Information was being circulated to local residents offering tips on crime prevention. 

3. CID offers were patrolling at night from 11 pm to 7 pm.  

4. In December two officers had been assigned to the Cameron Toll shopping centre. Only 

one shoplifting crime had been reported. 

5. Domestic abuse was being highlighted and additional visits to affected families being 

organised. 

6. In Gracemount, two additional officers had been assigned to engage with the youth of 

the area. 
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7. There had been three or four reports of vandalism in Robert Burns Drive.  If members 

had any information, it would be welcomed. 

8. A man had been charged with extortion and remanded in custody. 

9. Drugs had been seized from Castleview House in Moredun. 

10. One street a month was to be targeted with door-to-door visits. 

11. Caro asked that Park Crescent be included in the list of streets. 

12. The Chairman asked that something be done about dog-owners placing bags of dog 

excrement on the perimeter fence between Mortonhall Park View and the cemetery. 

13. The Police and the Environmental Wardens had been working together on a clean-up 

project in Gilmerton.  Up to ten tickets had been issued to offenders.  

14. John W stated that cars were going through red lights at the junction between Liberton 

Road, Lady Road and Craigmillar Park. 

15. Attention was drawn by Nicola to a pothole which was forcing traffic to swerve 

dangerously at the junction between Liberton Dams and Mayfield Road.  The matter 

would be investigated (ACTION Cllr Hart). 

16. The Chairman thanked Kirsty for her report.  

V  Talk on Edmonstone Estate Development 

1. Alex Orr introduced Ewan McIntyre and David Tough from Ryden.  A display board was 

shown, indicating the location of the site.   

2. An access road costing a 7-figure sum was to be build at the eastern side of the site 

giving access from Craigmillar and  the Wisp. 

3. There would be no direct access to Old Dalkeith Road and Ferniehill  because of the 

proximity of the existing junction. 

4. The proposed housing development  was relevant to the needs of staff working in the 

Edinburgh Royal Infirmary and the Bio-Quarter to the north. 

5. In order to maintain the quality of a Green Belt site, a landscape management plan 

would form part of the investment  programme. 
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6. Michael asked how much attention had been paid to wildlife corridor protection and 

was assured that it had been the subject of in-depth consultation with the CEC when the 

proposal was first drawn up.  A  tree protection order  (TPO) was also  in place in the 

development site. 

7. Particular concern was expressed about deadlines for completion    The developers had 

applied to the CEC for a three-year extension  because the present  deadline only  

extended only to 2013. 

8. Ewan agreed that the walled garden ,the site of the housing development, was ‘B-

listed’. 

9. Regarding access, the whole estate could be opened up  to the public in future.  The 

developers had taken on the financial responsibility of restoring and protecting the 

amenity of the area. 

10. There were adjoining developments such as that in Greendykes and the proposed 

Arboretum which were not the developer’s responsibility but which could impinge on 

the amenity of the site. 

11. It was stated, on enquiry from Norma ,that an impact assessment on local school 

provision had been carried out in association with Children and Families (C&F) 

department and  no serious issues had emerged.    

12. Photographs of the site and leaflets were passed to the Secretary for onward 

circulation. 

13. The Chairman thanked the speakers for coming and for providing very  useful 

information. 

VI Approval of the Minutes 

The Minutes were approved subject to complete deletion of Section VIII Sub-paragraph 4 

which contained inaccuracies. 

Proposer:  Peter Schwarz    Seconder:  Alex Scott 

VI  Business Arising 

Chris mentioned that several meetings were taking place in February which related to matters 

of interest to the Community Council.  The first would be one on the 14th of February in Gillis 
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College regarding substance abuse, the second on the 21st in Waverley Court on planning 

services and procedures and a third in the City Chambers on the 23rd relating to energy 

conservation and climate change. 

VII Chairman’s Report 

1. The Chairman indicated his intention to resign, for personal reasons, as Chairman but 

not as a member, with immediate effect. 

2. Chris (as Secretary) agreed to facilitate meetings until a new Chairman was appointed. 

IX  Treasurer’s Report 

1. Peter reported that the net bank balance in the General Account stood at £2960.38p.   

2. A cheque would be raised to cover hall hire for the next three months to the end of the 

financial year. 

X  Planning Report 

(A) MIR Responses 

1. The approved responses to the South Edinburgh Strategic (SES)Plan had been 

submitted and were  now posted on the Community Council website. 

2. The CC’s planning sub-committee had accepted the changes made to responses to the 

Main Issues Report at its meeting on Friday the 27thof January. 

3. With such changes in place, members unanimously agreed to adopt the submission, the 

extended deadline for which had been set at 16th February 2012. 

4. The above report was prefaced with a comment to the effect that a request for 

responses was premature in the light of the sketchiness of the existing  SESplan. 

5. Jim indicated that the displacement from Leith Docks was to be 1500 units not 18000 as 

originally thought.   Nevertheless the overspill seemed likely to affect the projection for 

the South-East ‘wedge’ at some later stage over the next fifteen years or so. 

6. Two sites had been earmarked in the CC’s proposals, one for 175 units in the 

Candlemaker Park, Gilmerton area and another for 665 houses in Burdiehouse south of 

Frogston Road. 
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7. There were potential issues regarding the possibility of houses being pulled down to 

provide access to the Burdiehouse development. 

8. It was thought that Newcraighall must contribute to the supply of housing stock. 

(B) ALNWICKHILL 

1. ‘Windfall’ sites like Alnwickhill should, it was felt, be included in the calculations for 

fulfilling the quota of 1000 units in the period from 2009-2024.  It appeared that they 

were presently excluded. 

2. Jim reminded the meeting that a new Local Development plan would follow from the 

feedback received from Community Councils and others. 

3. It was suggested that developers could make proposals, have them agreed in principle, 

but not necessarily have a deadline set for commencement and/or completion.  

4.  It was alleged that ‘landbanking’ could occur with virtual impunity.  When developers 

applied for time extensions, the local authority would be very unlikely to refuse an 

application for a time extension on a project which had already been accepted in 

principle.   

5. Section 75 legislation implied that an application could be held, almost indefinitely, in 

‘limbo’ until or unless its requirements were satisfactorily implemented. 

6. With respect to the Alnwickhill Reservoir development, the original application had 

stated 195 dwellings but the approved application indicated 300 units.  This increase 

appeared to contradict the CEC’s own stipulation of 25 units per hectare equating to 195 

units on the given site area. 

7. Vehicular access to the development from Alnwickhill Road was not thought to be 

necessary. 

9. Internal access and transportation was a matter for further investigation and discussion. 

10. Private pedestrian access from the development to Libertton Park was not presently 

under consideration. 

11. It was too early to comment on the style of housing that would be built. 
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12. Mention was made by Jim of the subterranean drainage system (SUDS) in Liberton Park 

and measures being taken by the developer to accommodate the outflow from higher 

ground.  

13. The Chairman thanked Jim for all his hard work on the MIR submission and his 

comments. 

14. David was thanked for the detailed information supplied on the Alnwickhill Reservoir 

site. 

XI The Transition Group 

1. Caro spoke of the three transition groups, one in Fairmilehead, one in Portobello 

(‘Pebbles’) and that in South Edinburgh. 

2. She stated that the event on March 17th 2012 would be held in two rooms on the 

ground floor of the Liberton Kirk Centre.  The large hall would be used for stalls and 

displays, the smaller one for four speakers who would speak on a variety of subjects 

such as transition’ itself and climate change. 

3. She stated that Ian Murray MP would open the proceedings.  She still hoped to attract a 

‘hustings’ panel of speakers from each of the main parties and was looking for recruits! 

4. She stated that at a meeting in Film House she had attended a researcher, who was 

doing her PhD, was looking into the manufacturing of cheaper solar cells using titanium 

oxide.  Solar cells were currently very expensive.  

5. She advised the meeting that she would distribute leaflets and other material at the 

next meeting of the Community Council.  She would be looking for a promotional 

banner or banners to be made advertising the event. 

6. As agreed at the last meeting, the upper limit set by the CC on funding the cost of hall 

hire was to be £200.00. 

XII Local Neighbourhood Partnership Report 

1. Stewart had circulated the Police report at the start of the meeting. 

2. John stated that there was to be a meeting of the Liberton and Gilmerton NP on the 

29th of February 2012. 
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3. The funding panel were due to meet shortly.  The allocation for the year 2012-2013 was 

not yet finalised. 

4. Stewart listed a number of items of community interest that had taken place or would 

take place shortly. 

a. Annual Christmas Gathering: Good night was enjoyed by everyone and it was good to 

see all the people mixing and having fun. 

b. Neighbourhood Environmental Programme: Bus tour to take place on Saturday 25 

February to look at the proposed projects and a meeting on Monday 27 February to 

rank and select the projects for 2012/2013. 

c. Closure of Moredun Dykes Road: Road closed from December 2011 till March 2013. 

d. Planning Application: Dunedin Canmore plans for building 32 units of affordable 

housing on the site of the former Liberton Care home at Little Road. 

e. Kaimes School: The school children have been transferred to the old Fort Primary 

School in Leith till at least Easter time due the damage to the school caused by the 

severe winds of last month. 

f.   Roads Department: Article in Evening news reporting that the council had found extra 

funds due to economies  achieved in the annual budget. 

g. An extra 8000 pothole repairs, a “spring clean” of the Capital’s dirtiest streets, 

measures to counter the impact of the latest tram works, new bus shelters and a series 

of road safety initiatives are among £2 million of surprise council spending plans 

unveiled today.  

h. City leaders have come up with a dozen new initiatives that will be put into place 

within the next two months. 

i.   They say the measures are being introduced after “good financial management” left 

them with extra money in their budgets as they approach the end of the 2011/12 

financial year – and not as a pre-election ploy.  There has not yet been Opposition 

reaction to the move. 

j.   Fear of Crime Research: Meeting with local student who is at St Andrews University as 

regards her studies in Moredun. 
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k.  Community Centre on Tuesday 31 January 2012.  8/10 local residents had been in 

attendance to answer any questions that may arise from the discussion. 

XIII   Nominated Groups 

 SEECAT (South Edinburgh Churches Acting Together) 

The Secretary read the report from Ann to the meeting.  It spoke of the work of the 

Chaplaincy Centre and the challenge it faced in obtaining a suitable ‘quiet area’ in the 

Centre to carry out its work.  The level of co-operation from the management of the Centre 

was disappointing. 

FoSKP   (Friends of St Katharine’s Park) 

1. Chris reported that the term of the present Lottery fund allocation would expire in 

March and that the money had been spent on bird boxes, and both woodland and 

wetland wild flowers. 

2. It had been a successful twelve months and the improvements to the Park were there 

for everyone to see. 

3. Thought was being given to liaising with local schools involved with Green Flag projects. 

4. The next meeting of the group would be in the Toby Carvery (Balmwell Inn) on Monday 

the 13th of February starting at 7pm.  All interested members were welcome to attend. 

XIV AOCB 

1. Communication.   It was agreed that better communication was always a ‘work in 

progress’.  In the course of discussion, the following current means of communication 

were mentioned. 

a. The Link (on the ‘Web’) 

b. The ‘Edinburgh Evening News’ (community page).  Chris pointed out that it had 

already been used to advertise the January meeting and should continue to be so 

used. 

c. The City of Edinburgh’s portal and the Community Council information thereon. 

d. The City of Edinburgh quarterly publication, ‘Outlook’, (with localised cover sheets). 
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e. The LDCC Wordpress Blogsite. 

2. Graham suggested that what the Community Council needed was a Press Officer (or 

Public Relations Officer) to channel the inflow and outflow of information to and from 

the public.  The profile and reputation of the LDCC would, he suggested, be raised, by 

calling on someone in the Community Council to act in that capacity. 

XV  DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

The date of the 31st Ordinary Meeting of Liberton and District Community Council 

(LDCC) is set to take place on Monday the 27th of February 2012. 


