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MINUTES OF THE 29TH ORDINARY MEETING OF LIBERTON AND 

DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL HELD FROM 7 PM ON MONDAY 

THE 28th  OF NOVEMBER 2011 IN THE SMALL HALL, LIBERTON 

KIRK HALLS, KIRKGATE, EDINBURGH   

I.Welcome 

The Chair welcomed members to the 29th Meeting of the Community Council. 

II  Apologies 

Ian Murray MP, Kenny MacAskill MSP, Councillor Tom Buchanan, Councillor Conor Snowden, 

Councillor Norma Hart, Councillor Bill Cook, Ann Weir. 

III Present  

Alex Scott (Chairman), PC Craig Cairns, Stewart Laird, Chris Hampton (Secretary), Peter 

Schwarz (Treasurer), Jim Henry, Susan Miller, John Wilkinson, Caro Wilkinson, Michael Rea, 

Graham Samuel, Nenya Milne (visitor). 

IV  Police Report 

1. Craig stated that local schools had been contacted with regard to the dangers of 

uncontrolled bonfires and fireworks.  A list of topics relating to community safety had 

been prepared for further talks with students. 

2. There had been a number of recorded housebreakings in the Alnwickhill area.   A crime 

prevention campaign to raise awareness of the danger would be targeting between 600 

and 1000 households. 

3. There were challenges in establishing authentic traders but the licencing scheme, now in 

place, would assist in distinguishing the honest traders from the ‘rogue’ callers. 

4. Road safety issues were being actively monitored in the Kaimes Junction and Lasswade 

Road interchanges. 

5. Parking issues at Gracemount and Liberton Primary Schools were under current 

investigation. 

6. Leaflets had been circulated by the crime prevention Unit  at Cameron Toll with  the aim 

of reducing car crime and, in particular, the siphoning of petrol from tanks. 
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7. Acting on information, two males had been arrested in Burdiehouse  in connection with 

the consumption and trading of Grade A substances.  

8. Two youths in the Inch district had been identified in connection with a local garage 

break-in. 

9. In answer to a query from Michael, Craig stated that he would obtain contact numbers in 

connection with the attempted break-in at 42-44 Howdenhall Road in the early hours of 

9th and 10th of November.   Attempts to contact the contractor had, so far, been 

unsuccessful. 

10. Michael also  pointed out that the lack of filter lights and the poorly maintained road 

markings made the Kaimes junction hazardous for people with disabilities and for 

vehicles attempting to turn right, in particular from Captain’s Road into Howdenhall  

Road. 

11. David stated that this matter had already been raised on several occasions with the 

Council.  Its officials had consistently recommended that no action should be taken to 

deal with the issue. 

12. The Chairman thanked Craig for coming and for his useful information. 

V Minutes  

The Minutes were approved with a minor amendment.  Stewart was not at the last meeting 

but was recorded as being so under “Present” as well as under ‘Apologies’’.  Proposer: Jim 

Henry,  Seconder:  Caro Wilkinson. 

VI  Business Arising 

1. Under Section XIV, the Secretary  had undertaken to  contact various ‘stakeholder’ 

organisations in connection with holding a meeting ‘focusing on solar panels….etc’.  He 

had done so but had receiving no direct response. 

2. He pointed out, however,  that a meeting on ‘Sustainable  Futures’, facilitated by 

Changeworks, would be held on Thursday December the 8th and that it would, he felt, 

act as the springboard for future action. 

3. Caro suggested that, as presently minuted, the impression was being given that the 

focus of any projected meeting would be mainly on solar energy as a ‘renewable’.  Chris 

agreed that ‘Energy Conservation’ might have better described its overall purpose. 
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4. Caro stated that she had attended the meeting on Tuesday the 22nd   of November  in 

the Kirk Halls and that it was being proposed to hold a public event on Saturday the 17th 

of March 2012 in the ‘big room’ in the Kirk Halls.  She asked whether the Council would 

support the event financially. 

5. Nenya explained that the event would be taking place from 10 am and 2 pm and that 

John Young, the Minister of Liberton Kirk, had approved the use of the large hall for 

that purpose.  There were to be brief talks given on relevant subjects and workshops 

and stalls set up to promote various enterprises and organisations connected with 

‘Energy Conservation’. 

6. A successful event (‘Energy Fair’), opened by Robin Harper MSP, had been held  at 

Fairmilehead Church on Saturday the 15th of May 2010.  A future event of the same 

kind was planned to take place in Juniper Green on Monday, the 30th of July 2012. 

VII Chairman’s Report 

1. With his particular interest in disability issues, Alex had attended the demonstration 

organised by the STUC against the cutbacks.  This had taken place on the 19th of 

November in Glasgow. 

2. He had attended a meeting of the Transport group of his Union on the 3rd of November.  

The aim was to further the case for the suburban rail network.  Scotrail had been 

involved in these discussions.  There had been a good turnout. 

3. There was to be a march in Edinburgh on Wednesday the 30th of November to oppose 

discriminatory cuts in benefits for the disabled. 

VIII  Secretary’s Report (amended 30/01/12) 

1. A copy of his written report had been circulated to members.  He would e-mail copies to 

those who were not present. 

2. He felt that members had put the CC in a very good light by their attendance at 

meetings, of which there were a very considerable number, throughout the month of 

November. 

3. He noted, for example, that no less than six members had attended the “brainstorming” 

session held in the Business Centre of the City Chambers on Monday 21st  November 

2011. 
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IX  Treasurer’s Report 

1. Peter reported that the net bank balance in the General Account stood at the same 

figure as at the close of October, namely, £2955.38. 

2. It was agreed that the cost of hall hire for the event planned for Saturday the 17th of 

March 2011 would be met up to a maximum of £200. 

(Proposer:  Su Millar  Seconder: Chris Hampton) 

XI  Planning 

1. A draft SES Plan Consultation Response, prepared by Jim, was circulated to members 

for their consideration and approval. 

2. An extract from a news report on the controversy surrounding the Newcraighall 

development had also been circulated by the Secretary at the start of the meeting. 

3. Jim was of the opinion that, in general terms, the responses were unlikely to be of much 

practical use until more specific details of housing allocation for the period 2024 to 2032 

were made available as under the Local Development Plan (LDP). 

4. The SES plan did not in its present form, he suggested, impinge directly on the 

constituent area. 

5. He mentioned that  a projected  investment in enterprises  connected with ‘renewables’ 

along the Granton-Leith Waterfront would be likely to throw  the current calculations 

about future housing in that area into some considerable disarray.  There was an 

obvious issue about where the ‘overspill’ would then be re-allocated. 

6. He could visualise that developers would now be pressing their case strongly with the 

CEC and that certain plans might receive approval, so to speak, ‘through the back door’. 

Monitoring of the situation was clearly needed. 

7. Maps provided at the meeting in the Faith Mission on the 22nd   of November were 

circulated.   The Secretary retained one set. 

8. The Council approved the submitted draft.  It was now necessary to put it into the ‘P3’ 

format requested by its authors.  Jim undertook to carry out this task 

9. It was agreed to hold a  further meeting of the planning sub-committee on Friday the 9th 

of  December at  Peter’s residence. 

10.  The Chairman thanked Jim for all his work on behalf of the CC 
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XII Local Neighbourhood Partnership Report 

1. Stewart stated that the Inch Centre Sports Club was now open and available for public 

use.  He recommended that members take time off to visit it.  He mentioned that the 

only drawback was limited parking but that the Savacentre car park might be used 

instead. 

2. A large sum, in excess of £m1.6, had been spent in refurbishing the premises for its 

present use.  A private company were now the lease-holders of the property. 

3. He mentioned the very successful ‘Youth Issues’ event, facilitated by Scott Donkin, 

which Caro had also attended.  It had been suggested by some of the young participants 

that ‘there wasn’t enough to do’.  Apart from a demand for more sporting facilities, it 

had been suggested that opportunities and facilities for ‘informal socialisation’ should 

also be provided locally. 

4. He reminded members of the Christmas social event taking place in Gilmerton Library, 

Newtoft Street at 7 pm on Thursday the 8th of December. 

5.  Upon enquiry, Caro stated that the administration team of SEHLI, GARA, a young family 

support group from KLM Church and two after-school projects linked to local schools 

were now using the ‘Mansion’  (Gracemount House). 

6. Maintenance of the building was raised as an issue by one speaker.  The responsibility 

for this lay, primarily, with the Council who were the current owners of the property. 

7. The Secretary minuted the congratulations of the CC to Scott Donkin on winning the 

‘Inclusive City Award’ at the Awards Ceremony held at the Edinburgh International 

Conference Centre.  

XIII   Nominated Groups 

SEECAT (South Edinburgh Churches Acting Together) 
1. On behalf of Ann, Peter circulated the 2011-2012 programme  to all members.  

2. It was explained that while the congregation of Kaimes Lockart Memorial Church were 

no longer able to meet at the Church itself, they still met, as a congregation, in the  

Libertus Centre. 

3. Negotiations were currently afoot to persuade a developer to incorporate a place of 

worship within any complex planned for the grounds of the former KLM church. 
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FoSKP (Friends of St Katharine’s Park) 
1. Chris mentioned that a young team from Domino Pizza’s had cleared the Stenhouse 

burn of most of its “home-made bridges” and pruned the bushes in the woodland area. 

2. He stated that youngsters from Gracemount Primary School had helped to plant the 

wildflower seedlings near the burn and other places on Tuesday the 1st of November.    

It had been a sunny morning and the 8-year olds had a fun break from their school 

routine. 

3. He looked forward to seeing the ‘fruits of their labour’ in the Spring and Summer of next 

year! 

XIV AOCB 

1. The substance of a letter from Ian Murray MP was read out by the Secretary.  The letter 

indicated that a proposal was being put forward to establish a hostel for the homeless 

in the constituent area. 

2. Ian was proposing a public meeting to allow people to express their views on the 

matter.  He was also requesting that constituents contact him at his office or by other 

means to voice their concerns. 

3. Considerable and quite prolonged discussion arose.  It was suggested by some members 

that local Councillors should be contacted to discover what they knew about the matter 

and what their position might be on it. 

4. It was generally agreed that it was too early to come to judgement on the proposal.  

One member pointed out that the issue of homelessness was a growing one and stated 

that it was no longer restricted to ‘less favoured’ communities in the City. 

5. The issue of houses of multiple occupation (HMOs) was also brought into the discussion.  

One speaker drew attention to the drawbacks of using “B and Bs”  to house the 

homeless.  All HMOs had to be licensed and to that degree the occupants were 

protected from ‘landlordism’. 

XV  DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

The date of the 30th  Ordinary Meeting of Liberton and District Community Council 

(LDCC) is set to take place on Monday the 30th  of January 2011. 


