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MINUTES OF THE 28TH ORDINARY MEETING OF LIBERTON AND 

DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL HELD FROM 7 PM ON MONDAY 

THE 31st  OF OCTOBER 2011 IN THE SMALL HALL, LIBERTON 

KIRK HALLS, KIRKGATE, EDINBURGH   

I.Welcome 

The Chair welcomed members to the 28th Meeting of the Community Council. 

II  Apologies 

Ex-Officio: Kenny MacAskill MSP, Councillor Tom Buchanan, Councillor Conor Snowden, 

Councillor Norma Hart, Councillor Bill Cook. 
Members: David Hurst, Stewart Laird, Alexandra Hardie. 

III Present  

Mr Alex Scott (Chairman), Philip Neave and Bill Elliot (Guest Speakers), PC Jamie Toal and PC 

Craig Cairns (L&BP), Chris Hampton (Secretary), Peter Schwarz (Treasurer), Members: Jim 

Henry, Susan Miller, John Wilkinson, Caro Wilkinson, Michael Rea, Graham Samuel, Stewart 

Laird, Ann Weir. 

IV  Police Report 

1. All quiet, for the moment, on the Priesthill front   Craig requested feedback on any 

incidents etc that came to the members’ attention. 

2. School’s Talk-ins  He spoke to the ‘future generation’ (Secondary and Primary)  on 

 relevant issues such as bonfires, bullying, fireworks and traffic awareness. 

3. Smack-Ing’s  Out!  Craig mentioned a big haul of drugs and illegal money.  He spoke in 

six-figure terms of what had been seized in kind and in cash. 

4. Vehicle Burn-out  Craig mentioned that arrests had been made in connection with the 

torching of fifty vehicles.  This matter had already been raised by John Paterson at 

September’s meeting. 

5. Breaking In is (sometimes) so easy to do!  The community safety team were carrying out 

a seasonal campaign, door-to-door, to advise the elderly to secure their premises and 

beware of bogus callers. 
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6.  Craig stated that the level of break-ins had stabilized but the solvency rate had 

improved since the last report. He also stated that it was necessary for door-to-door 

traders etc to obtain a police certificate authorizing them to call on residents. Residents 

should always be asking for that certification and proof of identity. 

7. Jamie made mention of fraudulent scams on the Internet, of which Interpol was fully 

aware. He warned members to be on the look out for and caution everyone on cleverly 

worded invitations to empty their wallets in exchange for ‘telephone number’ type 

windfalls later. 

8. Alex thanked Craig and Jamie for coming and providing an update on community safety 

in the area. 

V  Speakers:   Bill  Elliot and Philip Neave (on behalf of Scottish Water)   

1. Bill introduced Philip who, with the aid of display boards, indicated the progress made 

in giving shape to the development plan for the former Alnwickhill  Reservoir.  The issue 

of traffic access was highlighted.  Philip stated that Alnwickhill Road would be used only 

for emergency access for ambulances, fire engines etc. 

2. There was an undertaking given to CEC to deal with the water accumulating at the north 

end of Liberton Park by installing new drainage pipes. 

3. A private meeting was to be held on Wednesday the 9th of November with CEC.  The 

initial planning application would be submitted at the end of November.  

4. Many members contributed to the discussion following Philip’s talk. 

a. One member felt that single road access from Howdenhall Road would create 

dangerous levels of congestion especially in severe weather conditions. 

b. One attending police officer spoke in support of that view. 

c. Another member was not happy with general access via Alnwickhill Road 

arguing it was a narrow road with cars parked on both sides. 

d. It was also suggested that traffic flow would be eased by means of a one-way 

system on the main road. 

e. It was proposed that certain species of tree or shrub might be planted on the 

north side of Liberton Park to ‘soak up’ the residual water flow.  Philip pointed 

out that local residents might object to the obstruction of a line of sight from 

their houses towards the park. 
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f. The question of schooling was raised.  Reassurance was given as to financial  

provision (#3500 GBP per household) for  an adequate number of  places in 

existing schools. 

g. A topographical survey had been carried out.  Calculations had been made of the 

likely visual impact of buildings with respect to surrounding amenities and 

estates. 

h. Use of a section of the development area for a community facility was proposed.   

Philip pointed out that there was a considerable ‘listed’ area, including the pump 

rooms, below ground level which could be developed for community use. 

i. Sustainability of housing had been mentioned by Philip and one member  sought 

clarification on the meaning of ‘sustainability’ from the planners and developer’s 

point of view. 

5. It was calculated that there would be 1.5 vehicles per household.  There would be 

approximately 250 houses.  It was calculated that the expected population would be in 

the region of 375. 

6. 25 per cent of the housing had to fall under the affordable category laid down by the 

CEC. 

7. The matter of purchase by means of shared equity was raised.  One member asked 

whether a property sold on by the present owner would remain within the same 

category to which it had originally been allocated.  Philip believed that the developer 

would be required to continue to abide by the overall terms laid down for the category 

in terms of the total proportion (25%) set aside for that purpose. 

8. Philip was  asked if ‘ Section75’ (see Appendix) was applicable at this preliminary stage.  

He explained that it was a legal undertaking by developer and would not ‘kick in’ until  

such time as the CEC had considered the application and made its own determination. 

9. The Chairman thanked Bill and Philip for coming, providing the update and answering 

the questions raised. 

VI Minutes  

The Minutes were approved. Proposer: Graham Samuel, Seconder: John Wilkinson 
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VII Business Arising 

1. Caro intimated that she had been invited by Doug Jeffrey to serve on the ‘Partnership 

Group’ connected with progressing the management of the “Mansion”.  

2.  A meeting of the group was to take place shortly. 

VIII Chairman’s Report 

1. Alex had attended demonstrations in Glasgow and Edinburgh in October against the 

privatisation of public services and the proposed cuts in benefits.  

2. He mentioned the strong likelihood of a national strike occurring at the end of 

November in protest at the Government’s determination to do away with existing 

pension arrangements for public sector workers. 

3. He also stated that the demonstrations he had attended were mainly in protest against 

(alleged) attacks on the disabled and vulnerable through draconian reductions in 

welfare benefits. 

4. He reminded member of the continuing campaign for the resurrection of the suburban 

railway service and that his Union, Unison, was still engaged in discussions with the 

Scottish Government on that matter. 

IX  Secretary’s Report 

1. Chris spoke of his personal satisfaction at the formation of the planning sub-committee 

and stated that it had had its inaugural meeting on Friday the 28th of October.  It had 

been held at Peter’s residence and he wanted to thank him for his hospitality and those 

who had attended for their contributions. 

2. He had chaired the meeting of the Kaimes Neighbourhood Forum (KNF) held on 

Thursday, the 20th of October which was attended by Douglas Jeffrey (speaking on ‘the 

Mansion’) and Bob Mitchell  promoting the “Green Dog-walker” project, originally 

pioneered by Falkirk County Council. 

3. He had attended a follow-up meeting in the Eric Liddell Centre hosted by the local 

Transition Group where the topic of insulation of older properties was brought to his 

attention.  The merits of solar heating over other ‘renewables’ was promoted by the 

second speaker and illustrated by specific examples. 

4. A considerable amount of correspondence had come his way but he hoped he had 

forwarded all relevant information to members via e-mail.  In particular, Peter had 
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drawn his and the LDCC’s  attention to  an ‘FT’ article on the notion of 

“décroissance”.He explained that adherents of ‘decroissance’ challenged the relevance 

of GDP as a measure of genuine growth and the overall well-being of a nation. 

5. He and three other members had attended the meeting convened by the 

Neighbourhood Partnership on Thursday the 27th of October at Libertus which ‘dotted 

the ‘I’s’ and crossed the ‘t’s’ on the strategy drawn up to deal with the onset of severe 

weather conditions.  He  understood that the budget set aside for the purpose was 

upwards of #500k GBP.  He was personally impressed at all the work done and 

preparations made to avoid a further debacle in this (and future) winters. 

X  Treasurer’s Report 

1. Peter reported that the net bank balance in the General Account on 9th of September 

was £2955.38. 

2. He confirmed that the figure was net of the amount refunded to Chris for a toner 

cartridge and copy paper. 

3. Chris requested permission to purchase a large scale ‘table’ map of the constituent area. 

4. He was advised to speak to the relevant CEC department, stating that no charge should 

be made if the map was needed by the CC in order to properly discharge its obligation 

to the CEC. 

5. In the meantime, no allocation of funds for the stated purpose would be made available. 

XI  Planning 

1. An arrangement was now in place whereby a Planning Sub-Committee had been set up 

to field planning information and, where appropriate, respond or make representation 

on behalf of the LDCC.  Its first meeting had taken place on Friday the 28th of October. 

2. Jim outlined the framework within which feedback was being sought by the CEC from 

community organisations etc.  He spoke of the South Edinburgh Strategic Plan (SES) and 

its relationship to the Main Issues Report (MIR).  He was preparing a response, required 

by the end of the month, to the SES plan.  (ACTION: Jim)  

3.  It was stated that comments on ‘MIR’ had to be received by the LDP team by Friday 

27th of January 2012. 

4. Three copies of the ‘MIR’ report had been sent to Chris.  He was requesting further 

copies of subsidiary material (such as the ‘Environmental Report’ and the ‘Monitoring 

Statement’).  He had handed out two copies of ‘MIR’ to sub-committee members who 

did not have access to a computer version of the same information. 
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5. Existing plans, the Edinburgh City Local Plan (ECLP) and the Rural West Local Plan 

(RWLP)were being superseded by the Strategic Plan (SES) and the Edinburgh Local 

Development Plan (ELDP). 

6. He had asked for members to receive CD versions of the report and linked information 

on housing projections.  Chris apologised, stating, that he had not received the 

information in time to bring printed copies to the meeting.  He undertook to produce 

copies of the CD handed to him by Jim.  (ACTION: Chris)  

7. The encroachment on local green belt sites was considered to be a matter of 

considerable concern. There was an indication that the diagrammatic map in the SES 

document implied housing development using the A720 (the By-pass) as the outward 

boundary.  This needed some clarification. 

8. Jim thought that the boundaries of the South-East wedge were drawn too generously 

(westwards). 

9. He stated that, going by current projections, the pressure on available land in the local 

area would increase exponentially from the year 2020 onwards.  

10. Chris had requested that future weekly planning reports be forwarded to him.  He could 

not say, at this stage, if any action had been taken on this.  

11.  While the SES plan did not directly affect the immediate environs, it seemed clear that 

further development to the south and south-east would ultimately impinge, 

substantially, on the amenity and community capacity of the constituent area. 

12. Alex thanked Jim for his  comprehensive report 

XII Local Neighbourhood Partnership Report  
As Stewart was not present, no report was available at this meeting.  

(Mention has already been made (Section IX 4) by the Secretary of the SWR meeting held in 

Libertus on the 27th of October chaired by Stewart.) 

XIII   Nominated Groups 

SEECAT (South Edinburgh Churches Acting Together)  

1. Ann spoke of the holding of the AGM and the Friendship Meal , involving all the Churches, 

in Liberton Kirk Halls.  She said it had been well attended and that it encouraged folk to mix 

and make new friends whilst enjoying a very good supper.   

2. She said that, normally, the next occasion is Christmas when carol singing takes place at 

the Savacentre and at Morrison’s.  She mentioned that, this year, the Cameron Toll 

Chaplaincy is looking to replace two members of the group.  Applications had been invited 

and interviewing would take place this week at Liberton Kirk Halls.  She drew attention to 
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the services taking place at Liberton Hospital on the 4th Sunday of the month conducted by 

SEECAT members.  Members continued to bring comfort to patients and staff alike. 

3. Alex thanked Ann for her report and Chris thanked her for submitting it in writing. 

FoSKP  (Friends of St Katharine’s Park) 

1. Chris was happy to report that the bird boxes had now been installed. 

2. He was delighted that youngsters from Gracemount Primary School would be helping to 

plant the wildflower seedlings near the burn and other places on Tuesday the 1st of 

November. 

3. He also stated that a ‘litter-buster’ team from Domino Pizza’s (Gilmerton) would carry out 

an Autumn clean-up on Thursday the 24th of November.  They had already done an 

excellent Spring Clean in April of this year. 

XIV AOCB 

It was agreed that Chris would contact the Transition Group,  EVOC, LGNP, SEHLI, 

SEECAT and the Volunteer Support Team on the matter of holding a public 

meeting/workshop particularly focusing on solar panels, their installation, their 

investment cost and the environmental  ‘virtuous circle’  established by their use. 

(ACTION:  Chris) 

XV  DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

The date of the 29h Ordinary Meeting of Liberton and District Community Council 

(LDCC) is set to take place on Monday the 28th of November 2011. 

Appendix 

Section 75 extracted from:  
www.bto.co.uk/publications/publications/bto_news/section_75_planning_agreements(1).aspx 
 
Planning permission can   be granted subject to the applicant / land owners entering into a 
Planning Agreement (also commonly called “section 75 agreements”) with the planning 
authority, imposing particular planning obligations on the land over which permission will be 
granted. For example, such an agreement can be used to restrict part of a residential housing 
development for the provision of “affordable housing”.  

http://www.bto.co.uk/publications/publications/bto_news/section_75_planning_agreements(1).aspx

