
 
P

ag
e1

 

MINUTES OF THE 27TH ORDINARY MEETING OF LIBERTON AND 

DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL HELD FROM 7 PM ON MONDAY 

THE 26TH OF SEPTEMBER 2011 IN THE SMALL HALL, LIBERTON 

KIRK HALLS, KIRKGATE, EDINBURGH   

I.Welcome 

The Chair welcomed members to the 27th Meeting of the Community Council. 

II  Apologies 

Hon Ian Murray  MP, Ex-Officio 

Kenny MacAskill MSP, Ex-Officio 

Councillor Tom Buchanan, Ex-Officio 

Councillor Norma Hart, Ex-Officio 

Stuart Fleming, Nominated Member, Liberton Association, 

Alexandra Hardie,  Nominated Member, Friends of St Katharine’s Park  

III Present  

Mr Alex Scott, Chairman 

Douglas Jeffrey, Guest Speaker 

Councillor Bill Cook, Ex Officio  

Councillor Dr Conor Snowden, Ex Officio 

Constable John Paterson, Lothian and Borders Police 

Stewart Laird, Support Officer CEC 

Chris Hampton, Secretary 

Dr Peter Schwarz, Treasurer 

David Hurst, Elected Member  
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Jim Henry, Elected Member 

Susan Miller, Elected Member 

John Wilkinson, Elected Member 

Caro Wilkinson, Elected Member 

Michael Rea, Elected Member 

Graham Samuel, Elected Member 

Ann Weir, Nominated Member, SEECAT  

Nenya Milne, Visitor 

Nick Godwin, Visitor 

IV  Police Report 

1. The vehicle which had caused damage had been barred from Braid Hills golf course. 

2. A survey of speeding along Frogston Road had been carried out from 1st to 16th 

September.  Traffic wardens had also observed the traffic flow.  There did not appear to 

be a problem. 

3. With regard to damage to Kaimes Lockart Memorial Church, three young people had 

been arrested and charged. 

4. The property at 1-3 Burdiehouse Road was being re-sold.   With regard to the state of 

the site, SEPA had been contacted. 

5. Two girls had been charged with the possession and supply of controlled substances. 

6. Motor cyclists on stolen vehicles could not be pursued on public roads for safety 

reasons. There had been two arrests but no all culprits had been apprehended. 

7. A successful initiative with respect to dog-fouling had taken place in the Moredun area.  

8. Surveillance was continuing on motor bikes being ridden in Burdiehouse Square. 

9. The Safer Neighbourhood Taskforce (SNT) priorities remained as anti-social behaviour 

in Burdiehouse Square, Gilmerton Dykes Drive, and Priesthill (Gracemount). 

10. John asked members to draw his attention to other incidents that came to their 

attention. 

11. The Chair thanked John for his report. 
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V  Speaker   Douglas Jeffrey  (Community Learning and 

Development)   

1. Douglas outlined the recent history of the ‘Mansion’, stating that the CEC had taken 

back the leasehold of the property from the existing Management Board.   

2. He stated that leakages had occurred as the result of the theft of lead from the roof of 

the building. This, in turn, had led to the collapse of interior ceilings.  Repairs had been 

carried out to them. 

3. There had been a transfer of Council staff to provide day-time assistance with the 

management of the Centre. 

4. A deep clean programme had been put in place, through a specialist agency, to remove 

rubbish accumulated over many years   Several skips had been hired for this purpose. 

5. The current users of the building were the Kaimes Lockart Memorial Parent and Family 

Association and Gracemount Residents Association (GRA). 

6. The South Edinburgh Healthy Living Initiative (SEHLI ) had indicated its interest in hiring 

a room in the building as its administrative centre.    It was willing to pay a fee to the 

management  team  of the Centre for that facility.    

7. The City Council was responsible for the repair and maintenance of the building.  The 

budget, however, was very constrained at this time.  No capital funding was currently 

available for any major refurbishment of the building. 

8. Douglas went on to speak of projects connected with the re-instatement of the walled 

garden which would involve youngsters and local schools. 

9. There was to be Government-funded support for garden-linked youth work projects in 

co-operation with Gracemount High School.  Focus would be on school-leavers heading 

for what was described as “negative destinations”. 

10. Douglas had been involved with Caro and John in discussions connected with the use of 

the garden for the organic growing of vegetables.   It was not proposed to divide the 

land into allotments.  

11. Michael asked whether a figure could be placed on the annual budget  for repair and 

maintenance of the building.  Douglas replied that a survey was being presently carried 

out to determine the nature and extent of the work to be done. 

12. It was pointed out that the Community Council had used the building in the past and 

had had office space allocated there. 

13. Douglas stated that if there was any demand for evening use of the building, then 

flexible adjustments had to be considered as regards staff allocation and accessibility. 

14. Chris asked about the potential use of the stables.   Douglas replied that there had been 

‘inappropriate access’ to them.  The administration of the stable block was not in the 

gift of his department.  It was administered by ‘Services for Communities’. 
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15. Douglas reported that wood rot had been found in the rafters of the building. 

16. A member suggested that the CEC could generate revenue by leasing the refurbished 

stables as garage space. 

17. There was to be a second meeting of ‘Stakeholders’ in due course.  The Community 

Council would be notified.   The present members of the group were:  GRA, SEHLI, CEC 

representatives, and the Regeneration Team of 21st Century Homes. 

18. The Chair thanked David for his lucid and comprehensive report. 

VI Minutes  

The Minutes were approved, subject to the vacation of Section V, Item 10 of the 

circulated copies. 

 Proposer:  Susan Millar   Seconder:  Graham Samuel 

VII Business Arising 

1. Chris had reported the resignation of David from the Neighbourhood Partnership 

Board to ‘Mags’ Campbell of the Neighbourhood Support Team.  

2. He had further notified the Team of John’s appointment as the new LDCC 

Neighbourhood Partnership representative. 

3. The intimation of the resignation of David as Planning Officer to the CEC had been 

purposely  delayed pending a decision by the LDCC as to how to field planning matters 

in future. 

VIII Chairman’s Report 

1. In connection with a campaign for better rail services, his own Union had been involved 

in talks and had organised a petition to the Scottish Parliament on the matter.    

2. He had been in Glasgow on the 22nd of August in connection with a Union-promoted 

campaign and march under the banner, “Putting People First”. 

3. He said that there would be a further demonstration taking place in Middle Meadow 

Walk, Edinburgh on Saturday the 1st of October. 

IX  Secretary’s Report 

1. He had already mentioned that the accuracy of Minutes was important to him.  

2. He had received helpful guidance from two experienced members on the subject of 

keeping the Minutes brief! 

3.  He had apologised to one member for an inaccurate report on her comments 

concerning privatisation and had, at her request, vacated the relevant section of the 

Minutes (Section V, Item 10). 
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4. A roving microphone was being used, experimentally, at this meeting. 

5. Information had been circulated to members on planning procedures and the dates of 

forthcoming meetings of LDCC. 

X  Treasurer’s Report 

1. Peter reported that the net bank balance in the General Account on 9th of September 

was £2997.86. 

2. He reported that no interest was now being applied and the total interest received 

between April 2011 and September 2011 was 0.36p. 

3. The Report was passed to the Secretary for recording purposes. 

4. The CC approved reimbursement to Chris of expenses of £37.48 for paper and toner. 

XI  Planning  

1. The resignation of the Planning Officer had led to a challenging situation. 

2. It was proposed that an interim arrangement be put in place whereby a Planning Sub-

Committee be set up to field planning information and, where appropriate, respond or 

make representation on behalf of the LDCC.  The proposal was accepted. 

3. It was felt that someone within the group ought to act as a ‘communication channel’ so 

as to avoid misunderstanding when dealing with the CEC.   Chris agreed to take on that 

role. 

4. The members of the Planning Sub-Committee are:   Jim Henry, Michael Rea, Graham 

Samuel, Peter Schwarz and Chris Hampton. 

5. It was suggested that David might be asked for his opinion on matters which the Sub-

Committee felt required more expert examination. 

 XII Local Neighbourhood Partnership Report  

1. Mention was made of the Severe Weather Conditions report prepared and submitted 

by Stewart. 

2. Graham minuted his congratulations to Stewart on his excellent report. 

3. A report would be forthcoming from the Road Services Management team in October. 

4. David stressed the importance of early reporting to Clarence of defects in order to 

reduce pressure on road services at critical times of the year. 

5. John stated that he had met with Scott Donkin and Evelyn Kilmurry  and had had a 

useful and wide-ranging discussion of the work of the Neighbourhood Partnership. 

6. A survey with regard to anti-social behaviour (ASB) was to be undertaken. 

7. An information ‘walkabout’ around Inch Park had already taken place. 

8. While a lot of useful work was being carried out by sub-groups whose meetings were 

well-attended, it was noted that meetings of the Board itself were not well-attended. 
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9. Conor suggested that members of the Board seemed to have little more to do than read 

through reports from sub-groups. 

10. John intimated that the next public meeting of the Neighbourhood Partnership would 

be held on Monday the 14th of November. 

XIII   Nominated Groups 

1. Liberton Association had been in contact with Scottish Water with respect to the 

subject of railings.   Scottish Water were not taking action themselves in dealing with 

the matter. It would be the responsibility of the duly-selected development company. 

2. Friends of St Katharine’s Park had not held a meeting for a good while.  There would be 

more to report at the next meeting of the LDCC.   By that time flowers and bulbs will, 

hopefully, have been planted and bird boxes installed. 

XIV Visitors Report 

1. Nick and Nenya outlined the purpose of the formation of the Edinburgh South 

Transition Group.  The central agenda was the eventual exhaustion of non-renewable 

sources of energy, particularly oil. 

2. A successful inaugural meeting had been held on the 20th of August.  There had been 

nine attendees but there were now twenty-seven people on the mailing list. 

3. The subject of solar panels was brought up and provoked considerable discussion. 

4. A good example of their appropriate and economic use in a block of flats in the 

Gilmerton area was mentioned by Stewart. 

5. The group were in discussion with Caro and John with regard to the use of the walled 

garden as a training resource in terms of the  ‘energy-alert’  growing of produce.   

6. There was to be a meeting of the group in Morningside on Thursday at 8.15 pm to 

which all were welcome.  Further information would be e-mailed to the Secretary in due 

course. 

7. Mention was made of the work of other agencies such as SEHLI and the NHS via, for 

example, the Bridgend project.  

8. David suggested that, once constituted, the group could be approved as a Nominated 

Group by the CEC and thus be represented on the LDCC. 

9. The Chair thanked Nick and Nenya for coming and providing such interesting and 

relevant information. 

XV AOCB 

1. Caro reported on the meeting of the Edinburgh Association of Community Councils 

(EACC) which she had attended on behalf of LDCC on Saturday 24th September in the 

City Chambers. 



 
P

ag
e7

 

2. Su Bruce , Chief Executive Officer, had covered a wide range of topics. 

3. Mark Turley, Services for Communities, had also been in attendance. 

4. The topics covered had been: 

a. Setting the annual/triennial budget 

b. The trams project 

c. Employment of school leavers – challenges and initiatives 

d. Job creation in connection with ‘c’ above including  100 internships and 250 

apprenticeship opportunities 

e. Debt and expenditures of the Council 

f. Re-financing in order to cover capital expenditures 

g. Privatisation – good news and bad news 

h. Networking – its importance for good management of public resource 

5. Chris stated his unhappiness with the way a claim he had submitted to the Council with 

respect to a personal accident sustained in December of last year had been dealt with. 

He felt that the local authority was virtually absolving itself, through its solicitors, of any 

responsibility in the matter. 

6.  He fully appreciated the difficulties the authority was under, at a time of budgetary 

constraints and inadequate resourcing, to cope with very severe weather conditions. 

7. He felt that he was nevertheless due some sort of apology for the authority’s failure to 

grit the pavements of an arterial road  (Liberton Brae). 

8. His opinion was that prioritisation of hospital precincts  was not an adequate excuse, in 

itself, for failing to grit pavements likely to be used by a large number of pedestrians. 

9. He asked for indulgence but thought it appropriate to bring the matter to the attention 

of LDCC because the issue of the public accountability of the CEC to its Council-tax 

payers arose from the reasons offered by the Council’s solicitors for refusing to accept 

any responsibility for his fall and injury. 

10. He had taken legal advice and been informed that he stood little chance of winning any 

case in Court against the Council.  

11. Considerable animated discussion took place, subsequently, on matters which were  

deemed to be pertinent to the responsibility of the local Authority to ensure the good 

condition of roads and pavements. 

12. The issue of prioritisation of resources also arose.  Two members of LDCC asked how 

priorities were determined and who determined them.   In a time of serious financial 

constraint it was thought by at least one speaker to be important to have even greater 

openness with the public in terms of the way in which income was proportionally 

allocated. 

13. Attention was drawn to the extremely high costs and time involved in bringing roads up 

to an acceptable standard.  It was stated that no amount of complaining could alter that 
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situation. 

XVI DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

The date of the 28th Ordinary Meeting of Liberton and District Community Council 

(LDCC) is set to take place on Monday the 31st of October 2011. 


