
Minutes of the 25th Ordinary Meeting of Liberton and District Community Council held on 

Monday the 27th of June 2011 at 7 pm within the Kirk Halls, Kirkgate, Liberton, Edinburgh 

I  Apologies 

Apologies were received from: Councillor Conor Snowden, Councillor Tom Buchanan, The 
Hon Ian Murray MP, Kenny MacAskill. MSP, Councillor Bill Cook, Mr Graham Samuel, Dr 
Alexandra Hardie, (Mr Jim Henry, attending an earlier meeting on behalf of the Council, would 
be detained). 

II  Sederunt 
Councillor Norma Hart, Dr Peter Schwarz, Mr Alex Scott (Chair), Mr Chris Hampton, Ms 

Su Millar, Mr Michael Rae, Mr David Hurst, Mr Tom Brown, Ms Ann. Weir, PC Mark 

Sutherland, Mr John Wilkinson, Mr Jim Henry (from about 8.15 pm). 

III  Induction 
On behalf of the Community Council, the Chairman, on behalf of the Council, formally welcomed 

the newly elected members: Jim Henry, Caro Wilkinson, John Wilkinson. 

IV  Minutes of Previous Meeting 

The Minutes of the 24th Ordinary Meeting held on the 25th of May 2011 were approved: Proposer:  
Peter Schwarz, Seconder:  David Hurst. 

V  Business Arising 

Re:  The Trams Project 

1. Norma outlined the history of the project from 2006 to the present.  The original estimate 

was in the region of £500 m.   For a variety of reasons costs had escalated.   

2. She suggested that, while the SNP had openly opposed the tram project, their vote, in 

camera, did not always reflect that position.  The proposals to be considered at the council 

meeting on 30 June regarding the current situation presented the citizens of Edinburgh with 

three (possibly four) choices: 

A. Abandon the project altogether (cost c £700m)  

B. Establish a tram link from the Airport to Haymarket (cost c £730m) 

C. Establish a tram link from the Airport to St. Andrew’s Square bus station. (cost c£776m) 

She mentioned that a survey carried out by the ‘Evening News’ suggesting a majority wanted 

the trams project to be cancelled should be treated with caution as it is not a scientifically 

conducted survey and involved relatively small numbers likely to be a group of ‘activists’.  

They might not be representative of the City’s residents as a whole.  Her comments were 



interrupted by interventions by Michael Rae, quoting extensively form ‘The Evening News’ 

on the subject of the trams project 

3. A fourth option, she suggested, was to re-contract the whole project privately.  

4. She understood the anger of those who felt let down by the lack of a solution to the current 

impasse but stated her belief that, with goodwill, and amicable and agreed solution would be 

finally found. 

5. The Chairman thanked her for her valuable contribution 

VI  Reports 
 
A.  CHAIRMAN 

1. Alex stated that a crossing was to be found at the location opposite Morrison's in 
Gilmerton Road of which he'd spoken at the previous meeting in May. 

2. He spoke of the directional guidance device for sight-impaired and registered blind people 
being piloted in Edinburgh. He had used it and considered it to be superior to the current 
key operated system for navigation as it helps at bus stops and crossings.  Funding partners 
in the development and distribution of the device had included, the Royal National 
Institute for the Blind (RNIB), Halcrow, City of Edinburgh Council  and  Transport 
Scotland. 

3. He stated that the exponential increase in rail passenger traffic in recent years was fuelling a 
campaign to re-open the South Suburban, Border and other similar railroutes.  Currently 
disused stations in the Lothians such as Gorgie, Abbeyhill and Portobello, and also 
stations such as Newburgh in Fife, East Linton in East Lothian and Renton in 
Berwickshire could all now be reopened for passenger services. 

4. He issued an information sheet which welcomed the extension of the Edinburgh-to-
Bathgate line to Airdrie and also summarised the case for a high speed link to Edinburgh 
from London King's Cross or using an existing service by diverting the West coast run 
from Euston during peak hours.  The high-speed link between Scotland and Englad is to be 
with us by 2032-2045.  

5. More should be done, in his view, to bring Scotland into the 21st century on accessible rail 
travel. 

B.  POLICE 

1. Mark stated that the distributed Newsletter was not the latest one.  Chris apologised but did 
not recall receiving the June issue. He would ensure it would be circulated when he had 
found it in his mailbox. 

2. Mark explained that he normally did the Moredun beat but would give an overview on 
progress to date.  With respect to house break-ins, he mentioned the need to be careful 
about not leaving keys in the door. 



3.  John asked about tagging of individuals known to be grafitti artists.  Mark stated that doing 
so was indeed technically possible, was used on release of offenders but not currently used as 
a method of tracking vandals.  

4. Michael mentioned the carving of the word "THOR" on the exterior of garage in 
Mortonhall using a saw.  This matter would be investigated.  Mark stated that bail curfew 
checks were being carried out, people were being stopped and searched for knives using 
metal detectors and action was being taken over metal theft.  

5. Ducklings which had been found in a disorientated state on a busy main road  They had 
been rescued and returned to their mother! 

6.  In answer to a query from Michael, Mark stated that 2 boys, under 16, caught red-handed, 
would be referred to the Children's Reporter. 

7. Alex asked if there would be an increase in petty crime.  Mark agreed that there was likely to 
be an increase. 

8.  Tom stated that, in his opinion, most of the troublemakers in Southhouse/Burdiehouse 
came from the Moredun or Gilmerton area.  Mark did not agree with this view. 

9. Alex asked if there had been any trouble recently in the Mortonhall area.  As it was not his 
"patch" Mark felt he could not comment.  Mark also mentioned fire-raising incidents in 
which bins in Burdiehouse had been torched. 

10. On a question about rates of recidivism/re-offending) as opposed to the commission of 
single offences, Mark stated that he could not provide that statistic.  He suggested that the 
reasons for offending and re-offending were very complex and diffuse.  However, in his 
opinion, there was a portion of the population who were more likely to continue to offend  
and re-offend than others.  He listed them as people with poor social skills, little education, 
mental health issues, addictions problems, poor coping strategies and impaired cognitive 
development. 

11. The Chairman thanked Mark for his attendance and report. 

C.  SECRETARY 

1. Chris restricted his report to a response he had given to Bill Elliot on the subject of the 
proposed Alnwickhill Reservoir development.  He suggested that, if properly managed,  
the project could become a model for 21st century urban development. 

2. He hoped that members would have a look at the display of the proposed development 
which would be in the Kirk Halls on Thursday and Friday of that same week. 

D   PLANNING 

1. David spoke of storage bins which would be used by a local stable. He showed a picture of 
them to the members.  He stated that if they were kept there for more than six months, they 
would need to be screened.  He spoke of the proposed development of the Edmiston estate 
and circulated a map of its location. Chris said he had had sight of the proposed scheme which 
had been displayed in Goodtrees Community Centre. 



2. Jim enquired about previous ownership of the site . He said that he believed Wimpey had been 
involved with the area in the 1990s. 

3. David stated that Green Belt legislation, previously extensive and separate, had been reduced by 
the Scottish Government to only three paragraphs in a comprehensive statutory instrument 
dealing with town planning and development. 

4. Stewart spoke of the likelihood of a major increase in traffic flow (resulting in congestion and 
gridlock) if planned developments in the south-east wedge continued to go ahead. 

5. Alex felt that all the CC could do was monitor and report on the situation.  

6. Jim took leave to speak at this point about the outcome of an earlier meeting which he had 
attended on behalf of the Community Council. It related to the future of housing in the 
Edinburgh area.  Copies of papers received by him were to be passed on to the Secretary for 
onward circulation. The deadline for submission was the 11th of July.  It was not considered 
practical, in such a short time frame to reach any sort of Community Council consensus. 

7.  Jim stated there were many quite complex ,though inter-related, issues contained in the three 
stated objectives of the consultation. It was agreed that Jim, Alex and Chris should hold a 
meeting to agree on a form of words that would constitute an interim response to the proposal 
from the CC as a whole. 

E   NEIGHBOURHOOD PARTNERSHIP 

1. Stewart mentioned that Scott Donkin had given presentations to all Neighbourhood 
Forums on the Local Community Plan 2011-3. 

2. . He drew attention to a poster promoting a brief internet-based questionnaire ("Have Your 
Say") which is related to the public consultation on the Local Plan. 

3. Mention was also made of the very successful week-long Festival of Sport at Inch Park 
culminating in an event on Friday 10th June which allowed youngsters (and others) to take 
part in a number of different sporting activities throughout the day. Details were to be found 
on the LGNP update sheet for June. 

F   NOMINATED GROUPS 

1. As Stuart Fleming was still away, there was no report from the Liberton Association 
The Friends of St Katharine's Park would have a meeting on Monday, the 11th of July. 
High on the agenda would be the purchasing of birdboxes and wild flowers for planting   

2. The bid for funding from the Tree Council had not been successful. 

3. There was no report from SEECAT on this occasion. 

 VII   AOCB 

1. Chris suggested that since Greenpark Residents had resolved to neither alter the wording 
of or remove the sign about which a resident, Jim Henry, had complained, the matter 
should now be referred back to the CEC for determination. 



2.  David mentioned that Councillor Hart had already indicated that she would look into the 
matter on behalf of the Community Council. 

3.  Chris agreed to contact her on the matter (FOR ACTION) 

4. Since Graham Samuel was away discussion regarding a projected open day was postponed. 

5. Chris requested that members with access to the Internet indicate to him if they wish to 
receive information, including the Minutes purely by electronic means.   

VIII  Date of next Meeting 

The date of the next meeting would be Monday the 29th of August 2011 at 7 pm in the Kirk Halls. 

Kirkgate. 


