
 
LIBERTON & DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL (L&DCC) 
COMMENTS ON SESPlan SPG 
 
Note: The SESPlan authority is looking to engage on line so the draft response sets out 
answers to specific questions. Question 7 provides the opportunity for further comments. 
 
Question 1. 
Policy Context 
Do you agree that the Supplementary Guidance complies with Scottish Planning Policy? 
It is the role of the authority preparing the Strategic Development Plan, not L&DCC, to 
ensure it is consistent with National Guidance including the National Planning Framework 
(NPF2) and Scottish Planning Policy (SPP).  
 
Question 2. 
Housing Land Requirement 
The distribution of the strategic housing land requirement must strike an appropriate 
balance between meeting housing need and demand where it arises with capacity 
constraints and deliverability. 
Do you think that the distribution of the housing land requirement identified in Table 3.1 is 
justified? If not, why not? 
The allocation made in Table 3.1 is consistent with the numbers in the Scottish Ministers’ 
Approval Letter for the period 2009 and 2024.  L&DCC agrees that there is justification for 
this allocation. 
 
Question 3. 
Strategic Development Areas 
Do you agree with the breakdown by Strategic Development Area as shown in Table 3.2? If 
not, why not? 
The Scottish Ministers’ Approval Letter gives priority to the development of brownfield land 
and to land in the thirteen strategic development areas. Table 3.2 appears to allocate the 
bulk of the development to the Strategic Development Areas (SDAs) apart from the 4,530 
houses to be on land outwith Strategic Development Areas. On the face of it the South East 
Edinburgh Strategic Development Area has been increased from 1,000 houses to 2,500 
houses for the period 2009 – 2024, an increase of 1,500 appears excessive. However, the 
increases in some of the other Strategic Development Areas are much greater.  
 
However, Para 3.10 indicates that it is the role of the Local Development Plans (LDPs) to 
identify how much housing land should be allocated to the SDAs placing in question the 
value of Table 3.2. This means that should City of Edinburgh deem it acceptable the South 
East Edinburgh Strategic Development Area could be expected to take more than 2,500. The 
intentions of City of Edinburgh will not be known until June 2014 at the earliest. 
 
Liberton & District Community Council (L&DCC) is of the opinion that the approach set out 
in Para 3.10 is wrong and that SESPlan should play its strategic planning role and be the 
vehicle for setting the housing land targets within its area. It considers that Table 3.2 should 
guide the preparation of the LDPs and the delivery of land for housing.  
 
That stated L&DCC is prepared to accept the allocation of 2,500 houses in the South East 
Edinburgh Strategic Development Area for the period 2009 – 2024 as a maximum number. 
L&DCC considers that no additional houses should be allocated to the area in SESPlan. 



Further, L&DCC is of the opinion that SESPlan should not allocate any of the housing 
requirement for Edinburgh for the period 2024 – 2032 to the South East Edinburgh Strategic 
Development Area.  
 
Question 4. 
Outwith Strategic Development Areas 
Do you agree with the additional allowances outwith Strategic Development Areas as shown 
in Table 3.2? If not, why not? 
Given Paragraph 3.10, if not amended, could result in the allocation of land for up to  2,500 
houses split between West Edinburgh and South East Edinburgh, the proposal in Table 3.2  
is not the preferred option of L&DCC.  L&DCC considers that to accommodate the 2,500 
houses outwith the existing Strategic Development Areas SESPlan should identify another 
Strategic Development Area to facilitate meeting this land requirement. An alternative 
would be to require that the allocation be met from sites dispersed throughout City of 
Edinburgh Council area and directed by means of a hierarchy of development starting firstly 
with brownfield land, then to non-prime agricultural land, then land outwith the Green Belt. 
Green Belt land must be considered sites should not be on the immediate edge of City and 
separated from existing housing by green corridors. It should be further stipulated that none 
of the sites outwith Strategic Development Areas should be in close proximity to either of 
the existing Greenfield Strategic Development Areas. 
 
Question 5. 
Delivery 
Is the distribution of the housing land requirement including additional allowances, over the 
period to 2024, Shown in Table 3.1 deliverable? If not, why not? 
The deliverability of the houses will depend largely on the availability of funds for the 
purchase of the houses. It is unlikely that developers will build houses if there is no market 
for them. Whilst infrastructure provision is a factor, most of this should largely be delivered 
via developer contributions. The greatest concern, especially for the deliverability of the 
South East Edinburgh Strategic Development Area is the capacity of the roads network 
which services not only this area but other parts of the SESPlan Area i.e. the Midlothian and 
Borders SDAs.  L&DCC consider that many of the routes through / on the edge of the South 
East Edinburgh Strategic Development Area and the various junctions appear to be at, or 
indeed, even above capacity now and L&DCC has concerns as to how the proposed new 
development will be serviced. 
 
Question 6. 
Facilitate Delivery 
What can SESPlans, the key agencies, developers and the Scottish Government do to 
facilitate delivery of the strategic housing and land requirement? 
L&DCC holds the view that one major facilitator in SESPlan delivery hinges on the 
development of appropriate roads and public transport networks both within and through 
the district. This would involve all concerned agencies and government bodies in addressing 
the key transport and roads issues which may well hinder facilitation of delivery of the 
proposed housing and land allocations. It is questionable if the key agencies and developers 
can ameliorate the roads issues on the south side of Edinburgh stretching in to Midlothian 
and The Scottish Borders by increasing capacity in the road network. Whilst a much 
improved public transport system could contribute, the reluctance of motorists to use public 
transport casts doubts on the whether improved public transport could assist in increasing 
capacity in the network and reducing travel times.  
 



Question 7. 
Further Comments 
Are there any further comments on the draft Supplementary Guidance you would like the 
SESPlan to consider? 
L&DCC expresses the need that the Supplementary Planning Guidance / Revised SESPlan 
should show clearly the indicative figures for the housing need for the period 2024 – 2032 
for each of the constituent local authorities. The SESPlan authority should make a 
commitment to early public engagement on where the land to meet this need can be 
located avoiding ongoing development in the currently proposed Strategic Development 
Areas which will have been subject of very large scale development over the period to 2024. 
 
Approved by L&DCC at its meeting of 25.11.2013 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


