
 

Liberton and District Community Council (LDCC) 
 

Inch, Mortonhall, Alnwickhill, Kaimes 
 

Minutes of Meeting on Monday 31st January 2011 
 

PRESENT: 
 
Members:  Chris Hampton (Secretary), Alex Scott (Chair), Graham Samuel, Peter Schwarz 
(Treasurer), Su Millar, Mike Rea, David Hurst 
 

Nominated Members: Alexandra Hardie (FOSKAP), Stuart Fleming (Liberton Association), 
 
Associated Members: Stewart Laird (Neighbourhood Partnership) 
 
Elected Members: Cllr. Bill Cook, Cllr. Conor Snowden, Cllr. Tom Buchanan 
 
Visitors: PC Carol Menzies; Chris Brace (Council official in charge of cycling) 
 
Public in Attendance: Jim Henry 
 
APOLOGIES: Cllr. Norma Hart: Caro Wilkinson, John Wilkinson; Cllr. Tom Buchanan, also Mike 
Rea (both had to leave early) 
  
The Chair welcomed everyone. 
 
Minutes of Last Meeting: Minutes of the last Ordinary Meeting  were confirmed as a true record. 
Prop. S. Laird; Secnd. G. Samuel. 
 
Matters Arising and Action Points: There was a proposal that LDCC Meetings should be recorded. 
After some discussion, there was a vote; Votes in favour 2; Votes against 6. The balance of Votes 
was thus clearly against the recording of Meetings.  
As yet, there was no Nominated Member from Liberton Park since Jason Lingiah left.  

 
Chair's Report: Bad weather had been a serious problem  in recent weeks. During the snow, 
crossings, bus-stops and bus-shelters had especially caused difficulties. Also, car-parking had 
caused problems for buses. In future, the aim should be to clear bus-stops and crossings. 
Moreover, a four-wheel drive vehicle ought to be available for the collection of prescriptions etc. 
Bus-drivers had done a very good job of keeping the bus-services going. Graham S. remarked that 
local people had rung him, and he had phoned “Clarence” (to advise about local problems with 
roads etc. ARH) There had been a good response in terms of grit provision and so on. The Chair 
observed that better planning was needed to deal with problems arising from snow, such as a 
better way of dealing with the problems affecting bus-shelters at the Hospital (ERI)  

 
Councillors' Report; There was further discussion about problems with  snow. Statement from the  
Councillors about planning: there were several hundred bins for grit across the City, and there was 
a lot to do, with many kilometres of roads. 
 
Mike Rea reported: The snow and ice conditions had been very severe; CEC, like other Councils, 
had been unable to deal properly with these conditions. What are new plans? Any plans for sub-
contracting of snow clearance? CEC had been slow to prepare roads ahead of snow. Grit and slat 
bins had been emptied quickly, and then not refilled. Residents had taken grit/salt for their own 
areas. Seemingly, bins are filled in the summer. Also, bus-tracking was often unreliable or 
misleading during the bad weather.  
 



Cllr. Tom Buchanan: the parties on CEC had all agreed. There would be the same commitment to 
dealing with snow as in previous years. Cllr.  Buchanan emphasised that the snow conditions this 
winter had been the worst for many years. CEC does have overall responsibility, but drivers had 
often cleared own areas, and put the snow onto the pavements. Also, drivers had abandoned 
vehicles on main roads. Some four wheel drive vehicles had been obtained, so as to transport 
regular patients to hospital; a list of people with serious problems is needed. Also, food parcels had 
been made up for those who needed them. However, it had to be said that some councils had 
actually sold snow-ploughs. There was also the question as the usefulness of snow-tires. The use 
of these was very expensive in Britain. There was a problem: if funds were put aside to deal with 
snow, there might then be no snow for many years. Certainly, a lot of snow had been cleared and 
removed in the City. Even in Russia there had been problems. Lessons had been learned. For 
example, locks on bins should be lubricated.  
Q; What funds does CEC have to deal with snow? A; Cllr. Buchanan will send a written reply. The 
point was made that some vehicles have a variety of uses, and can also be used in snow. The 
point was made as to “scale of alert” i.e. warning inadequate. Was there a system of official 
announcements? Su Millar pointed out: advice to local people would help. Cllr. Buchanan 
commented that dish-washer salt was very effective for snow/ice. Su Millar would like : “Top Tips 
for the Winter”.  Cllr. Buchanan offered to pass on conclusions from CEC deliberations about this. 
Also; People on Community Service had participated in snow clearance. 
 
Police Report:  PC Carol Menzies; an official police newsletter was circulated. A certain number of 
crimes had occurred, including break-ins at houses, or attempted  break-ins. These seemed to be 
randomly distributed, and were not confined to one area. As to vandalism, there had been 
considerable success in identifying the vandals. Two people had been arrested for vandalising 
gravestones. There were various priority areas, such as Walter Scott Avenue, also Burdiehouse 
Burn, and the shops at Southhouse Road. Some new ASBOs had been issued. Q: There had been 
a street-fight outside Liberton Inn, what had been the outcome? A: This had been a local event, 
probably not too serious.  During the snow, PC Carol Menzies had taken part in directing buses. 
Everyone present offered PC Menzies their thanks for this interesting and helpful report.  
 
Secretary's Report: In February, there would be the Kaimes Forum, on the 21st, and the 
“Gathering” on 23rd/24th, which would have stalls representing various groups, mainly voluntary 
organisations, but venue not yet known.  There would be a meeting for community activists, with 
free lunch included, on 4th February at The Hub. 
 
Treasurer's Report: The Net Balance was rather over £2,300.00; written report provided. Peter S. 
recommended paying for the meeting-room in advance. Q; Should LDCC pay for the room booking 
in November, seeing that the LDCC Meeting had been cancelled? A; This was generally felt to be 
correct. Peter S. pointed out that a cheque in payment would be needed.  
 
Report on Cycling: Chris Brace (Council official in charge of cycling); information on cycling routes 
could be provided. (Leaflets were passed around to those present) CEC has a policy of 
encouraging cycling, and of making use of former railway lines for this purpose. CEC also 
encourages walking. This is part of the overall plan. The Transport committee had approved this, 
and the final report should be available soon,both on paper and on the website. The aim was to 
have a “founding network”, with routes also for less-skilled cyclists. There would be paths along the 
Canal, too. The aim was to link the various routes, so as to provide a continuous route. It was to 
improve routes in the City centre, and also in the South of the City. It was hoped that the City 
would become more “cycle-friendly” for experienced cyclists. Networks are to be emphasised, and 
it is hoped also to improve the environment for cyclists with easier kerbs. Liaison is taking place 
with various groups, as part of a “holistic” approach.  There was a ten-year Plan going on to 2010. 
The spending was a bit over £1 m. at present. Q; What about maintenance of paths? A; There 
were ways to deal with this, and there were attempts to ensure accessibility. Q; Are there 
strategies to encourage staff to cycle? (Such as provision of shower at the place of work) And are 
cycle lanes enforced? A; There was a lack of revenue funding, whereas capital funding is often 
easier to obtain, perhaps from the EU. The “bike station” approach had been considered. Q;  
Should planning decisions take into account accessibility by bike? A; Cycling routes should be kept 



for bikes. Also, car parking should probably be discouraged. There was an Action Plan to to review 
all cycle lanes, and try to fill in gaps. There were more Qs and As, bringing in safety issues, 
possible conflict between pedestrians and cyclists, provision of cycle-racks, advise for cyclists, and 
the possible provision of bikes, but cost of this was high.  Chris Brace received the thanks of all 
those present; this was a very interesting and valuable talk, plus session of questions and 
answers.  

 
Neighbourhood Partnership Matters: David H. reported; Norma Hart would be calling a meeting 
when funding had been decided. Funding would be restricted fro some purposes, such as EVOC. 
Funding would be ongoing for projects in general, but there would be a review in some areas 
(there might be cuts, or some projects might be halted altogether)  
 
Planning Report: David H. reported; a) the Burdiehouse development plan has been rejected, but 
has gone to appeal. b) The Braidhills golf range; 4th February (6 pm- 8 pm) public meeting with 
presentation. There is a report on this. David H. explained that he felt strongly about this proposed 
expansion of the existing golf range, largely because a golf range excludes people. Already, in one 
case, a pedestrian has been hit on the head by a golf ball. Also, there is the matter of access fro 
horde-riders. Furthermore, the land is used by a wide of wildlife, including many fairly uncommon  
birds. c) 31 Lasswade Road; a planning application has been submitted for a takeaway lunch 
place. LDCC will point out the most important issues relevant to this. (d) Withdrawal of planning 
application at the Alnwickhill site.  
 
FOSKAP Report: A grant application has been submitted, for planting wild-flowers. Another grant 
has been applied for, to plant trees. Thanks due to Mike Shields, for all his help with these 
applications.  
 
Liberton Park: No Report. 
 
Liberton Association: There had recently been a very successful meeting,with a talk by John 
Cameron, which had been attended by about 60 people, and much enjoyed.  
 
SEECAT: No Report. 
 
Public Question Time: No Questions. 
 
 A.O.C.B.: Mr Jim Henry was invited to speak, and raised the issue of car-parking at Greenpark 
(which is off the Gilmerton road, roughly opposite the entrance to Ellen's Glen Road) Mr Henry had 
brought maps and documents, showing those sections of road and parking at Greenpark that had 
been adopted by CEC. These were passed round. Mr Henry pointed out that the public were 
entitled to park on roads and parking that had been adopted by CEC. He also explained that he 
was concerned in case motorists parked their vehicles in Ellen's Glen Road, in places where 
parking might represent a hazard. In Mr Henry's view, the notice on the wall at Greenpark was 
unacceptable (“Residents Parking Only”) and possibly intimidating to motorists. There was some 
discussion. Alexandra H. pointed out that she resided at Greenpark, having a flat there, and thus 
knew the site well, and also had an interest in it. Cllr. Conor Snowden agreed to investigate this 
matter further, and advise the LDCC as to his findings. This offer was much appreciated. 
 
Date, Time, and Venue of Next Meeting: Monday 28th February  2010; at 7 p.m.; in the Kirk Halls.  


