
 

 

LIBERTON and District COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
Gracemount Inch Mortonhall Alnwickhill Kaimes 

 
Minutes of meeting held in the Liberton Kirk Halls on Monday 27

th
 September 2010 at 7 pm 

 

Present:   

Members:  Chris Hampton, David Hurst, Su Millar, Alex Scott (chair), Peter Schwarz . 

Nominated Members: Alexandra Hardie (FOSKAP)) 

Ex-Officio Members: Cllr Norma Hart 

Invited Individuals: Vanessa Ferguson (CEC Services for Communities – Presentation) 

Public:  Caro Wilkinson, John Wilkinson, Robert Balzer  

Apologies: Graham Samuel (member): Bill Cook: Cllr. Tom Buchanan: The Hon. Ian Murray M.P. 

(Former CEC Cllr.) 

 

1) Welcome 

The Chair welcomed everyone, and especially Vanessa Ferguson 

 

2) Minutes of last meeting  The minutes of the Ordinary Meeting on Monday 30th August 2010 

were confirmed as a true record. Prop. Peter Schwarz; Secnd. David Hurst 

 

3) Matters Arising and Action Points: See Below 

 

4) Presentation: Vanessa Ferguson gave a short talk mainly about the library service, with 

emphasis on plans to provide a new library, to be based in an existing office at Captains' Road. 

(This would be economical and make better use of existing premises). This new library would be 

useful to many local residents. One aim would be to encourage children to use a library. This library 

would be helpful in general, as existing libraries are some distance away. This talk was received 

with much interest and attention, and there were a number of questions in response, to which the 

answers, in précis, were as follows. The opening hours would be existing office hours, so this 

library would not be open in the evenings. It would be a proper library, albeit not a large one; there 

would be internet access, and the opportunity to order books. While there would then be more 

people with a library fairly close to them, there would still be many people who were some distance 

from a library. The target usage (which refers to actual borrowers) would be about 30% to 40% of 

local residents. The funding would be provided on the same basis as for the rest of the CEC library 

service. The assessment of success, in terms of target usage, would be comparable to assessment of 

success for similar libraries. Vanessa Ferguson was thanked for this very helpful presentation. 

 

5) Chair's Report: There had been some concern about plans to reduce the number of designated 

road crossings; this sort of “downsizing” is a matter for worry, as there had been cases in the past 

where crossings had been altered, with the result of injuries to pedestrians, and even a death. 

There had been advertising, to encourage people to join the LDCC. 

 

6) Secretary's Report:  A copy of his report was allegedly e-mailed to all members. Some 

members appeared not to have had sight of it.  Chris H. offered his  apology. He added that he had 

been to visit Gracemount High School, which would welcome a talk about the LDCC. Chris H. 

would make this visit, to give the talk, on the 5th October.  Chris H. asked if anyone else from 

LDCC would like to go to the High School for this talk.  No other member was available to 

accompany him. 



 

 

Peter S. raised a point: that reports of LDCC sub-committees should be available in written form, 

and circulated, ahead of LDCC meetings. It was agreed that this should normally be done.  

A question; what about NP minutes? A: Nothing appeared to be currently available. 

 

7) Treasurer's Report: About half of funds had now been spent. About £1,900 had been spent 

from the original c. £3,800, that left about £1,900. There were costs to come, and also the need to 

allow for the hire of accommodation for meetings. 

 

8) Planning Report: Liberton House; there had been further information about the planning 

request:Dinmont Drive; a vacant parcel of land had recently been sold, with planning permission: 

Liberton Inn; the planning request to use the rooms as bedrooms had come up against the problem 

of a lack of parking space, and the number of bedrooms permitted had been decreased. As to 

Limekilns; the vote at CEC would be on the 14th October, and Cllr. Norma Hart would be urging 

her own group to vote against the planning request. It was now a matter of “Wait and See”. Q: who 

had put forward the plan to develop the car-park? (at Dinmont Drive ARH) A; Not too clear. Q 

(from the public): who is responsible for the man-hole cover outside Liberton Inn? A; Not known 

for sure, Cllr. Hart will check on this. 

 

9) Police Report: No Report 

 

10) Correspondence: Very little 

 

11) The Questionnaire – Progress Report:- The questionnaire has been printed and circulated; 

response at this time, c. 30 questionnaires. These can be seen and read. This seems a disappointing 

response, but at least there has been some response. Chris H. can send out a record of the responses 

to anyone who wants it. David H. suggested putting up posters urging residents to fill in the 

questionnaire, and Su M. pointed out that people could download copies of the questionnaire from 

the LDCC website. Chris H asked members of LDCC to send him suitable wording for a poster. 

Peter S. asked when Phase II was likely to start. Peter also asked whether the remaining funds 

would be enough. There was some discussion about Phase II, considering also the requests for 

grants that had been submitted. There was some disagreement as to whether the arrangements for 

training would be made with Vikki Hamilton, or another group, as Peter S. assumed that Vick 

Hamilton had definitely been selected. Note: for family reasons, Graham Samuel had been unable to 

attend this meeting of LDCC. Chris H stated that he would confirm the precise terms of the award 

of the CGF grant with Ms Campbell. 

 

12) FOSKAP Report: A meeting had been held recently. Also, there had been a visit to Vogrie 

Country Park, much enjoyed by everyone. Chris H. observed that there was a plan to hold a gala at 

St. Katherine's Park next year. 

 

13) Liberton Association Report: A meeting had been held, with some discussion about the 

planning issue at Burdiehouse. 

 

14) Liberton Park Report: Chris H. had attended a meeting. Liberton Park Group had now set up 

as a charity. There had been some discussion about the apportionment of the available space for a 

variety of uses including  football.   An event would be staged by the 'Friends' in June of next year. 

 

15) Seecat: No Report. 

 



 

 

16) Neighbourhood Partnership Matters: (David. H. spoke on this) Despite funding problems, it 

was expected that the Neighbourhood Partnership (NP) would remain in being. However, the NP 

would move away from commissioning services, and would concentrate more on monitoring 

activities. Unemployment for young people in the local area was relatively high. A successful them 

event ('Engaging Young People')  had been held in June at the Valley Park Community Centre. 

There were difficulties facing the Fairer Scotland Fund which would be phased out altogether by 

the end of  the financial year 2011-2. 

 

17) Report by Councillor: Cllr. Norma Hart said that a meeting was to be held, on 19th November, 

the theme to be announced. Q; What about funding of NPs? A; There was to be an overall reduction 

in funding for NPs, of which there are 12 in all. Alex S. raised the matter of funding cuts affecting 

road crossing patrols, and reminded people of accidents that had occurred in the past, due to 

changes in these patrols.  Alex S. strongly urged that road crossing patrols should be maintained.  

Cllr. Norma Hart responded, saying that she would check about this matter. She added that there 

had been some agreement about cuts overall in the CEC budget. The LDCC would be well-advised 

to ask for information. Cllr. Hart intended to ask a question herself. 

Cllr. Hart mentioned the matter of the broken glass, raised at an earlier LDCC meeting; DavidH. 

said that the problem seemed to have been solved. As to skate-boarding, Cllr. Hart had raised this 

issue. It might be helpful to invite Ian Bristow to a meeting of LDCC. Also: the visit of the officer 

in charge of cycling could be arranged. The Secretary was to organise this visit. 

 

18) Public Question Time: Q; As to the rooms at Liberton Inn, who was likely to be using these 

rooms? 

A; Not clear at present. 

 

19) AOCB: The CEC website had been improved, but now offered little information about 

community councils. Peter S. had sent an email about this. The Chair of Community Councils , 

Professor Norman Bonney,  had also sent a letter of complaint. Cllr. Hart urged people to offer their 

views on this topic.Eileen Hewitt, erstwhile Liaison Officer for the Community Council, had moved 

(seconded to the police). It was expected that the post would be filled shortly. 

 

20) Date, Time, and Venue of Next Meeting: Monday 25
th

 October at 7 pm in the Liberton Kirk 

Halls. 

 


