
  Liberton and District Community Council (LDCC) 
 

Gilmerton, Inch, Mortonhall, Alnwickhill, Kaimes 
 

Minutes; Monday 29th March 2010 
 
Meeting held at 7 p.m., the Kirk Halls, Liberton 
 
PRESENT: 
Members: Chris Hampton, Dave Hurst, Peter Schwarz, Alex Scott, Jason Lingiah, Su 
Millar, Phyl Meyer, Mike Rea, Graham Samuel 
 
Nominated Members: Alexandra Hardie (FOSKAP), Ann Weir (SEECAT), Stuart Fleming 
(Liberton Association) 
Associate Members/Co-opted Members: None 
 
Elected Members (or Representatives): Cllr. Ian Murray 
 
Invited Individuals: Inspector Alan Williams, Sergeant Simon Broadhurst 
 
Public in Attendance: None 
 
APOLOGIES: Mike Pringle MSP, Stewart Laird 
 

1. Adoption of the Minutes from Previous Meeting: The Minutes from the Meeting on 
Monday, 22nd February 2010 were subjected to certain recommended changes; these 
related to planning issues. Also; the proper term to be used is; “Community Activities Sub-
group”. Also; the name is spelt “Vikki”. Subject to these changes, the Minutes were 
adopted; Prop. Chris Hampton; Secnd. Graham Samuel. 
(Please note; the recommended changes relating to planning issues were not made 
known to the Secretary until the actual Meeting; from now on, any major changes to the 
Minutes will not be signed off by the Secretary unless prior information is given: A. Hardie) 
  

2. Police Report: (Report taken early) The Police are to ask for the priorities of the local 
community; in effect, to give “ownership” to the public. The police will now be “co-located” 
i.e. they will work with the CEC. The aim is to work together, to get better results. More 
community police officers are expected. The grouping will be larger. Public feedback will 
be welcome. The police report was received with much interest. There were numerous 
questions, which were replied to with helpful answers. There will be public meetings, and 
also leaflets will be distributed. Individuals will be invited to give their views, and also 
groups. It is expected that more police officers will be seen on the streets, in effect, “going 
back to basics”. The views of the public will be welcome: “ If we get it wrong, you need to 
tell us”. To contact a local community officer, there will be a direct phone line. (This is to be 
made available)  
In general, crime rates are falling in the area, yet the perception is one of crime rates 
rising. Police officers are happy to give talks on the prevention of crime. The police report 
was received very favourably.  
 

3. Matters Arising and Action Points from Previous Minutes: The Convener raised the 
matter of employing a Minutes Secretary. Some Community Councils do this. £20.00 a 
Meeting was suggested, but, after further discussion, £25.00 seemed more suitable.  
It was pointed out that emails are numerous. It was suggested that a student might be 



ready to do this job; or there might be someone able to deal with emails for other 
Community Councils too? It was agreed unanimously that the Convener should publicise 
the need of LDCC for a Minutes Secretary. On the emails again, maybe the Minutes 
Secretary could deal with these also? The Convener is to take action on this.  
Chris H. had submitted a request for funding, and had got this in ahead of the dead-line.  
The letters to Head Teachers had been sent. Both Chris. H. and Alexandra H. are ready to 
speak to Head-Teachers on this issue. The hope is to recruit at least one Young Member 
by the AGM in May 2010.  
 

4. Chairman's Report: The Convener reminded everyone that all are welcome to 
contribute items to the LDCC web-site. Also, views are invited for a Youth and Community 
Consultation taking place now.  
  

5. Treasurer's Report: A written report was provided and circulated. The Treasurer 
explained the main points. There were no questions. Funds currently stand at about 
£3,102 (net balance) It was proposed that a budget of £500.00 should be put aside for 
supporting the community survey: Prop. Su Millar; Secnd. Chris H. Unanimously agreed.  
 

6. Planning Matters: With respect to the proposed Burdiehouse development, the 
observation was made that this might be beneficial for the local area. Also, the 
communications mast at Alnwickhill Reservoir has been approved. Also, it would be wise 
to keep a “watching brief” on prospects for the site of the former old people's home. Jason 
L. had attended a meeting about planning issues, which had included a long presentation 
on Greenbelt strategy. There had been discussion also about the possibility of using part 
of  Liberton Park for allotments. Note; such allotments would be available to anyone in 
Edinburgh. The point was made; maybe local people should be consulted? The point was 
also made, with respect to potential development; there are various “brownfield” sites in 
this area. Cllr. Ian Murray pointed out building on any part of the Greenbelt would led to 
“creep”, as more development would follow, and, after a while, there would be no 
Greenbelt left. However, maybe it would make sense to abandon the Greenbelt here, and 
use the “fringes” approach. In general: “Piecemeal development on the Greenbelt would 
be a disaster”. The point was made; use of brownfield sites should take priority.  
 

7. Neighbourhood Partnership Matters: David H. spoke about this. There is to be a local 
newsletter each quarter, to go to local residents, and also a web-site version. Some 
pedestrian crossings are likely to be removed, including one in Liberton Gardens. There 
does not seem to have been any consultation about this decision. Objections are still 
possible. It was agreed that the LDCC would object, as we want this crossing to be 
preserved. Cllr. Murray advised that objections should be made to the removal of the other 
crossings also. Several of those present spoke strongly against removal of the crossings.  
 

8. Community Activities Sub-group: The funding request has gone in. The questions to 
be used in the proposed questionnaire were now discussed. Phyl M. had some questions 
for this, and a discussion followed. The point was made; there was space available at 
Gilmerton Kirk, at the Faith Mission, and also at the hall at Liberton Northfield Kirk. The 
City Car Club is interested in the questionnaire and is offering a prize, free use of a car, to 
those who fill it in. SEAG was also mentioned. There is also a bicycle club, who might be 
interested. The group providing riding for the disabled might also be approached. Local 
shops might either provide prizes, or help with costs. The proposed questionnaire will be 
circulated to LDCC members by email (and by post, as required, ARH) June was favoured   
as the month for the questionnaire. For the necessary 6,000 questionnaires: cost of 
printing c.£750.00; cost of delivery c. £750.00. Maybe questionnaire could be included in 



The Link? All feed-back is welcome, and likewise sponsorship.  

 

9. Community Consultation Progress Update: See above.  

 

10. Correspondence: There had been correspondence from the Library, and also from 
Tenants' Voice. There had been a complaint about nuisance from squirrels; ARH had 
obtained information from the Internet, to be passed on to the local resident making the 
complaint. Also; Phyl M. had contacted the Mansion, but had not received a reply.  
 

11. Public Question Time: No questions.  

12. A.O.C.B.: None 
 

13. Date, Time, Venue, of Next Meeting: Monday 26th April 2010 ; at 7 p.m.; Kirk Halls, 

Liberton.  


