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LIBERTON and District COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
Gracemount Inch Mortonhall Alnwickhill Kaimes 

 

Minutes of meeting held in the Liberton Kirk Halls on Monday 25
th

 January 2010 at 7 pm 

Present:  Members:  Chris Hampton,  David Hurst, Phyl Meyer (chair), Mike Rea, 

Graham Samuel, Peter Schwarz (temporary scribe), Alex Scott 
Nominated Members: Jason Lingiah (FLP), Ann Weir (SEECAT, part meeting) 

Ex-Officio Attendees: PC Carol Menzies 

Ex-Officio Members: Cllr Ian Murray (part meeting) 

Invited Individuals: none 

Public:  Tom Brown 

Apologies: Cllr Tom Buchanan, Alexandra Hardie, Cllr Norma Hart, Stewart Laird, Su 

Millar 

1 Minutes  The minutes of the meeting on 30
th

 November 2009 were approved as a correct 

record, subject to noting that David Hurst had apologised for his absence. 

2 Police report  PC Menzies indicated that we should be receiving monthly email 

newsletters for the 4 areas in our region.  These are drafted by the officers near the end of 

each month (and she had that for January) but have to be approved and are not released 

until the next month.  They are therefore a bit out of date for our meetings.  The 

managerial structure has now changed – there will no longer be a single beat officer for 

each section but a team of four – this is to increase the ‘visibility’ of the police.  The NAT 

(alias YAT) team has been restructured into a ‘Safer Neighbourhood Team’.  The CC 

expressed concern that there seems to have been no consultation about these changes.  

The A-Division now has a new Commander, Jill Imrie, and the community council had 

already met Alun Williams, the new Chief Inspector, who has particular expertise in 

Neighbourhood Policing. 

There has been a marked increase in vandalism in Southhouse/Burdiehouse which may 

be associated with youths excluded from activities at the new Valley Park Centre.  The 

Centre has been built on ‘Safe by Design’ principles – it is the neighbouring streets that 

are suffering.  Although this is not in our area, the CC expressed concern and wondered 

whether it would help to try to involve parents.  The Liberton Boys Club now has 

premises in Burdiehouse, though the matches are still played in Liberton Park. 

An ogler troubling a girl at the Leisure Centre had been dealt with by the police.  Other 

incidents involved an attack on a lady who had made a withdrawal from the cash 

machine in Liberton Gardens and a 26-year-old who had jumped uninvited into cars.  

The public is advised to take care – also in locking house doors even for a short 

absence to prevent ‘slip-ins’.  Opportunist thefts in Liberton Hospital and the Liberton 

Kirk Centre also point to the need for caution. 

The CC thanked Carol for her helpful presentation. 
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3 Matters arising from the minutes: 

Letters to local schools asking for youth reps for the CC.  Alexandra to report at next 

meeting.  Action Alexandra 

Parking at the ERI.  It was understood that this has been taken up by Cllr Buchanan.  

Action Cllr Buchanan 

E-mail list and address list.  These are being drawn up by Phyl (through Google) and 

Alexandra.  David’s correct email address is actually missing the ‘t’ in Hurst.  

Members are asked to respond to Phyl’s email about joining our Google group at 

http://groups.google.com/group/LDCC .  Action All, Alexandra (for address list) 

Reservoir site.  David reported on a meeting of the Liberton Association which had had 

a very helpful presentation from Scottish Water.  Both the main site and the works site 

at Stanedykehead will be vacated.  The undertaking on the latter is that it will be 

returned to agricultural land although there will undoubtedly be pressure to have it 

regarded as a brownfield site.  The reservoir site is owned by Scottish Water who are 

bound to maximize the proceeds from it, which probably means residential use.  

Concern was expressed about the impact of multistorey building on an already elevated 

site.  (It was mentioned at the Liberton Association meeting that Scottish Water will 

merely remove their equipment and is unlikely to do site works).  Jason will keep an 

eye on the situation as it develops.  Action Jason 

Signs on paths in Mortonhall.  Alex reminded us that Graeme Hill had undertaken to 

look into providing notices on all the paths.  Agreed to contact him.  Action Alexandra 

Photograph for web-site.  The owner continued to require £100 for the use of this.  It 

was noted that it seemed to look in a southerly direction from the top of the high flats – 

although the rainbow is impressive the photo excludes most of our area (and the 

historic Nether Liberton and Kirk Liberton).  It was agreed that we should sponsor a 

competition with a prize of £50.  The photograph in question could be entered and it 

was pointed out that exposure on our web-site might enable the owner to sell other 

copies.  Action Phyl 

4 Chairman’s report 

Party at Valley Park Centre.  Stewart has mentioned that only one member went to this 

although several had accepted the invitation.  Phyl had apologised to him on our behalf. 

ASCC – EACC. Emails circulated to electronic members had alerted them to a 

disagreement between the EACC and the ASCC on the extent of discipline which can be 

applied to allegedly errant community councillors (ASCC has indicated that attempts at 

sacking would be of highly questionable legality). 

Time-banking projects.  Phyl had not gone to the most recent meeting as he had not been 

told about it but will continue to act as our contact.  Action Phyl 

Changeworks.  The council agreed to Phyl’s suggestion to invite a speaker from 

Changeworks to the next meeting.  Action Phyl 

5 Treasurer’s report  The election and events accounts have been closed and the 

community council now has a single account with any two of the chairman, the secretary 

and the treasurer as signatories. The net balance stands at £3198.05 of which £54.07 is 

derived from the former events account. 

6 Planning report  Jason drew attention to three matters:– 

i) (09/03231/FUL) a temporary mast for Orange which might ultimately replace the 

http://groups.google.com/group/LDCC
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Scottish Water mast.  Jason to check on the height of the new mast.  Action Jason 

ii) (09/03325/AMC) this is part of the ‘replacement’ for the high flats, being a proposal 

for the first phase (99 dwellings) of a 219 homes development.  The CC shared his 

concern about parking and particularly about the narrow road from The Mansion (styled 

Gracemount House Drive) and its exit to Lasswade Road (will it require another set of 

lights?).  The density is quite high (a mixture of 3 and 4 storey dwellings).  The avenue of 

limes is not to be preserved but this may be better than destroying the roots and leaving 

them to die.  Jason will make a submission taking into account any further comments 

received by midday on 26
th

 Feb.  Action Jason 

iii) Planning Aid Scotland Training Day  13
th

 February, 9.30- 3.30.  Jason drew attention 

to this (he is unable to go) and has since circulated detail to electronic members. 

7 Neighbourhood partnership  Stewart had circulated the January News Update which 

included detail of the cost of repairs of vandal damage to Edinburgh schools which 

amounted to £585,000 in the last 5 years.  David reported on progress regarding 

Communications Strategy – a newsletter and website were being considered, with a sub-

group to supervise them.  Phyl will keep in contact with developments.  Action Phyl 

Cllr Murray and Phyl drew attention to the ‘third party savings’ which had to be 

budgeted for  by the CEC including heavy cuts for community groups.  Details were in 

the day’s Evening News and amount to 100% for some organisations.  Cllr Murray 

reminded us that the Fairer Scotland Fund which provided money for deprived areas 

would shortly (in 2011) be subsumed and possibly submerged in council grants. 

8 Proposal for a Liberton Community Centre  Graham Samuel tabled a draft proposal 

‘for enhancing the amenity of the area’ by creating a centre which will provide new or 

enhance existing amenities’.  An earlier version of this had been circulated and it lists 14 

objectives to which an additional one (occasioned by attendance of Gilbert Clark at the 

meeting of the Liberton Association) was added at the meeting.  The first step is ‘to 

establish what people want in the way of amenities’ by door to door delivery.  The  

proposal had been developed by an ad hoc group ‘KLIC’ (Kaimes and Liberton involved 

in the Community’.  It was proposed to carry out a survey of EH17 and to seek premises 

and a ‘credible revenue stream that will ensure the sustainability of the project beyond its 

additional funding stages’.  Scotland Unlimited was named as a possible funder. 

Though the CC is keen to support and develop amenities in the area, it expressed some 

doubts on the feasibility of establishing a new centre at a time when the CEC is 

considering the closure of eight existing centres.  In explanation, Graham indicated that 

they were not necessarily thinking of a physical centre but a ‘focus round services’ and 

that no money was being sought from the CEC; he fully recognised the need for the 

centre to be self-financing.  It was pointed out that most of the CC area is in EH16. 

After a long discussion, the CC agreed (i) that the fact-finding part of the exercise 

could form part of the Community Consultation Exercise (next item), (ii) that the ad-

hoc group should be adopted as a formal ‘Community Activities Sub-group’ of the CC 

for which a Remit and Terms of Reference will be produced in consultation with the 

Chair and agreed at the next meeting. The initial three members will be those already 

involved via the ‘ad-hoc’ group. Gilbert Clark would be invited to be involved if he 

wishes.  Other members of the CC were invited to express interest in joining the sub-
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group. (iii) that for the time being, the group be instructed to develop proposed 

questions for the consultation and to talk to other groups, particularly The Mansion, 

about ideas for more activities and better use of facilities. Cllr Murray agreed to follow 

up with Cllr Hart in reminder that she had undertaken to investigate possible 

accommodation.  Action Phyl, Cllr Murray. 

9 Community Consultation Exercise  Phyl circulated a paper which suggests using our 

existing funds to a) publicise our existence and function, b) encourage residents to engage 

with us, and c) gather views about priorities and causes.  If cost allows, a newsletter 

would help – meantime our web-site can reach some. 

In deciding on what questions we should be asking we should examine i) issues we 

need input on, ii) issues likely to arise with the Local Authority, iii) issues that might be 

suggested by other groups – charities, voluntary and campaigning, iv) possible 

sponsorship, eg the City Car Club might be interested in seeing if there is a demand for 

them to site cars in this area. 

Phyl’s proposal was broadly welcomed and members are invited to submit ideas to 

him.  The proposal discussed in the previous item will be included.  Action All (contact 

Phyl, eg by email or phone) 

10 ‘Homily’  Phyl, as chairman, expressed concern at the aimlessness of some of the 

evening’s discussion and a certain lack of self-discipline, which made it difficult to 

control the meeting.  If we are to engage the public and clock up some achievements we 

will have to be more focussed.  He urged members bringing matters to the CC to consider 

what they wanted to achieve and to do so concisely – the CC is not to be merely a talking 

shop and long anecdotes from members that do not lead to an action point or progress an 

ongoing action should be discouraged.  Action All 

11 AOCB 

i)  There was discussion of the problems (eg in the collection of refuse) during the recent 

inclement weather.  Cllr Murray indicated that some of the problems were due to 

industrial disputes with some CEC employees.  Members agreed that some sectors, in 

particular the Local Office, had done very well.  Cllr Murray indicated that the suggestion 

that clearing pavements could make a householder liable to be sued was an ‘urban myth’ 

ii) Chris expressed concern about the invisibility of the bollards outside the Liberton 

Gardens Post Office.  It was agreed that members should look at the situation so that we 

can decide at the next meeting what action can be take – and how.  Action All 

iii) It was agreed to make an input into the Edinburgh Libraries web-site ‘Your 

Edinburgh’.  Action Phyl 

12 Date of next meeting  As noted earlier the next meeting will be on Monday, 22 

February 2010, at 7 pm in the Liberton Kirk Halls.  Alex Scott indicated that he will be 

unable to attend. 

The meeting finished at 9.30 pm. 


