
Liberton and District Community Council (LDCC) 

 
Gilmerton, Inch, Mortonhall, Alnwickhill, Kaimes 

 
Minutes; Monday 28th  September 2009 

 
The Chair welcomed all those attending, and thanked them. 
 

PRESENT: 
 
Members:Chris Hampton (Chair), Su Millar, Graham Samuel, Tom Brown, Dave Hurst, Peter 
Schwarz (to 8 p.m.), Murray Sheppard (at 8 p.m.). 
 
Associate Members: Alexandra Hardie (FOSKAP), Jason Lingiah (Friends of Liberton 
Park) 
 
Elected Members: Cllr. Norma Hart; 
 
Public in Attendance: PC Carol Menzies (Community Beat Officer) 
 
Apologies: Cllr. lan Murray, Cllr. Conor Snowdon, Cllr. Tom Buchanan: Alex Scott, Stuart 
Fleming, Mike Rea, Anne Weir, Phyl Meyer. 
 

1. Approval of the Minutes from Previous Meeting: The Minutes of the Meeting on 31st 
August were approved by those present, and signed by the Chair. (Prop. G. Samuel; Secnd. A. 
Hardie); A question was raised as to the possible distinction between Associated Members and 
Nominated Members. 1t was decided to check whether there was a distinction". (it was now 
pointed out that there would shortly be new rules about Community Councils) 
 

2. Presentation: There was no presentation. 
 

3. Matters Arising from Previous Minutes: 
 
3.1 Su Millar had phoned re 2.2 Youth Matters. A. Hardie should maybe consider action on this, 
although no action could be taken until after the elections for the Community Council. ]an 
Murray would probably be concerned with this.  
 
3.2 P. Schwarz: re planning application for No. 43 Lasswade Rd.; the appeal had been turned 
down wrt getting planning permission). Also; a planning application had been made for No. 4 
Liberton Tower Lane.  
 
3.3 Re dog fouling problem: there was no budget for taking action on this. lan Murray had 
checked. Also re benches; no budget available for these. Norma pointed out that, last year, 
there had been a "blitz" in certain areas used for dog-walking. Some on-the-spot fines had been 
imposed, and no extra expenditure had been involved. Focused bursts of "blitzing" seemed to 
be effective, maybe just once a year. Norma would ask about this. 
 
3.4 On the matter of trophies, Stuart Laird was not present to discuss this. However a 
competition had been held. Kick-boxing was growing in popularity. It was proposed that the 
LDCC should offer its own trophies for various events. As to the Liberton Association, there had 
been no recent meeting. As to action, while members might well wish to consider what 
information was needed, on these topics, no action could be taken until the new Committee was 
elected (or installed) 
 

4. Chair's Report: the most important matter was to ensure a smooth transfer to the new 
Office-Holders. It would be necessary to find a new Treasurer (as Ian, the current Treasurer is 
going to resign) and people were urged to look fro a new Treasurer. Provided someone would 



act as official Treasurer, lan would be prepared to continue doing the books. It was decided that 
this decision would be left for the next Meeting. As to "time banking" - a decision about this 
should be left to the next Meeting. In general, the Committee appeared to be adequate in terms 
of numbers, although moreyoung people would be welcome. There was a question, though; did 
the committee consider that there had been adequate publicity about the LDCC elections? Chris 
had asked the Edinburgh Evening News about this; why had there not been more publicity? He 
stated that he felt he had received an unsatisfactory response.. With more publicity, there might 
have been more recruits. Chris had been at the last Partnership meeting, and had asked about 
procurement, and about the time-table for grants. He stated that no firm date had yet been set 
for completion of the process. 
 

5. Treasurer's Report: No Report. 
 

6. Secretary: Change of Office-Bearer. 
 

7. Planning Matters:  
 
7.1 A question was raised, as to the possibility of house-building at the Lime Kilns site, but it 
seemed that the developer was now intending to build elsewhere in Edinburgh. It looks as 
though nothing is to be done about this site, and it was agreed that this site is not within the the 
LDCC boundaries.  
 
7.2 Scottish Water: now have a hard standing area. The question was raised; should not this be 
returned to the Green Belt? But that is not necessarily enforceable. Part of the wall had been 
brought down, and the pavement had been removed - would this pavement be replaced? At 
Standykehead, work was taking place, and access could not be denied. Work would be taking 
place over about a year. (Pipe-laying work) The LDCC should keep an eye on this work to 
ensure that the Green Belt is not cut into. 
 

8. Neighbourhood Partnership Matters: A lot of material had gone out. Nothing much was to 
be done about this at present. 
 

9. Police Report: Carol Menzies said that the other police officer would be back soon, fulltime. 
There had been an increase in house-breaking, also some increase in vehicle crimes, and also 
more problems with motor-bikes. There had been some change in the neighbourhood action 
unit, and more resources were hoped for. (it was requested that the Police Report should be put 
higher up the Agenda next time) 
 

10. Correspondence:  
 
10.1 There had been little in general.  
 
10.2 Material about proposed school closures had been sent to the LDCC. The Chairperson 
intended to respond as a private individual (not as part of the LDCC) But closure of Burdiehouse 
school might be relevant. Alexandra Hardie was to receive some material about this, to 
circulate. Norma reported that there would be public meetings, open to all interested parties, re 
the propose closure of Burdiehouse School. This closure would affect the LDCC area e.g 
nowhere for the local football team to play. The School had places for c. 500 pupils, but 
currently had only about 150 pupils, thus, too much spare capacity. Gracemount Primary school 
had c. 500 capacity, with about 350 pupils. However, Burdiehouse School is agreed to have a 
better building, with better facilities. The arguments in favour of closure are solely economic; 
there are no obvious benefits for the children. Norma is concerned about this. There is also the 
question of the houses to be built at Gracemount, in place of the high-rise flats. Norma pointed 
out that the plan to put all pupils into Gracemount primary School would lead to over-crowding, 
and over-use of the School, with more subsequent wear and tear. Thus, a replacement school 
might well be needed sooner. (it was suggested that it would be useful to have a map of the 
area) Norma suggested that the LDCC should consider these points. Chris proposed drawing 
up a list, perhaps in bullet points (ARH) 



 

11. Gracemount Flats: demolition scheduled for 25th October (time; 12.30 pm and 2.30 pm) 
 

12. Public Question Time: None. 
 

13. A. 0. C. B.: 
 
13.1 Graham S.; on the matter of KLIC: would it be possible to use the office of Alex Mitchell, as 
a drop-in point? KLIC would be trying to obtain information about a Community Centre would be 
in demand. A leaflet was to be circulated to invite support. Some questions: How much funding 
could be hoped for, from the Lottery Fund? Do people want a Community Centre? At the outset, 
funds would be needed to pay for a consultation exercise, not for the building as such. 
 

14. There was a vote of thanks from the Chair to all those involved with the LDCC. 
 

15. Date, Time, Venue, of Next Meeting: Monday 19th October, at 7.30 p.m. (provisionally) to 
announce results of the election, and to install a new Chair, followed by a short AGM. Venue: 
TBA. 


