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MINUTES OF THE 23nd MEETING OF LIBERTON AND DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL  

held  at 7 pm Monday the 18th of April 2011 in the Small Hall, Liberton Kirk Halls, 

Kirkgate, Edinburgh. 

I     Welcome 

The Chairman welcomed all to the meeting   

‘A quorum shall consist of one-third of the current membership of the Community 
Council, or 3 voting members, whichever is the greater.’  (Standing 
Order  3 LDCC ) 

 
It was  agreed that the Meeting  was quorate and could therefore be convened. 

 

 II   Apologies 

Apologies were received from The Hon Ian Murray MP, Councillor Conor Snowden, 

Councillor Tom Buchanan, Councillor Norma Hart, Councillor Bill Cook, Dr Peter Schwarz, 

Dr Alexandra Hardie, Mr Michael Rae, Ms Su Millar, Mr Graham Samuel, Mr Stuart 

Fleming, Mr Stewart Laird, Mrs Ann Weir, Police Representative. 

III Sederunt 

Mr Alex Scott (Chairman), Mr Chris Hampton (Interim Secretary), Mr David Hurst (Planning 

Convenor), Mr John Wilkinson (Visitor), Ms Caro Wilkinson  (Visitor). 

IV  Minutes 

The Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 28th March 2011 were approved with minor 

amendment. 

V   Chairman’s Report 

(1) Alex mentioned that he had attended an interesting meeting of the local Trade Union 

Action Group in Victoria Terrace. The main subject of discussion had been transport 

infrastructure in the Lothian area.  Among issues under review were the number of buses 

in Princes Street – ‘traffic was slower moving than it was 200 years ago’, the situation 

regarding the building of the tram network and the building of the new Forth road bridge. 

(2) A high-speed rail link from Euston to Glasgow was to be created.  He suggested that there 

was no reason, in principle why some of the trains could not be directed to Edinburgh 

rather than Glasgow. 

(3) He mentioned that campaigns were being mounted locally by users to have  rail stations 

restored at places like Newburgh in Fife, East Linton and in Edinburgh itself (Abbeyhill and 

Gorgie). 

(4) He wished to convey the Council’s sympathy to Peter, who was in hospital, and wish him 

a speedy recovery. 

VI    Secretary’s Report 

(1) The Secretary had taken part in a “Spring Clean” of St Katharine’s Park on Friday the 15th 

of April.  A team of young people from Dominos Pizza in Gilmerton had taken part and 

done a very good job.  ‘Rescued’ from the Stenhouse Burn were a sad-looking mountain 
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bike and the remains of Flymo lawnmower!  It was planned to have another ‘go’ in the 

autumn, this time hopefully involving youngsters at local schools. 

(2) He drew attention to the workshop being organised by Kaimes Neighbourhood Forum 

taking place on Thursday 21st of April  at ‘Libertus’, 20 Gracemount Drive, Edinburgh, 

from 6.30 pm to 8 pm.  The aim was to discuss the issue of severe weather and the 

response of the community to it.  Further details will have already been circulated by 

Stewart Laird by e-mail. 

(3) He reminded the meeting of the publicised hustings due to take place at Northfield 

Church in the evening of Tuesday the 26th of April 2011.  He advised that questions 

should be submitted to the organisers, SEECAT, in advance of the meeting. (Ruth Davies 

is contactable on 0131 664 3608 ) 

VII  Police Report 

(1) Not presented at the meeting. There had been, unfortunately, some confusion about 

the date of the meeting.  

(2) An apology had been received and acknowledged by the Secretary from the Station 

officer at Howdenhall    It appeared that the change of date was not notified in time for 

an officer to be re-assigned.  

VIII. Planning Report 

(1) There was a development for which approval had been given for the building of flats in a 

plot in Kirk Brae  It appeared that it would be visually acceptable (though it was three-

storeyed) owing to its ground position 

(2) David handed Chris a report submitted on behalf of LDCC to the Directorate for Planning 

and Environmental Appeals with respect to the Matters for Hearing Consideration.   

Content would be released at the appropriate time. 

(3) He drew attention to the Hearing which would take place at the Minto Hotel on two 

days , Tuesday the 24th and Wednesday the 25th of May.  He trusted that there would 

be a substantial LDCC representation at the Hearing. 

(4) David made unfavourable comment on the way in which objections raised locally , 

supported by the local authority, could nevertheless, be apparently  dismissed , on 

appeal by the developer to an unrepresentative authority (or individual).  Ownership of 

the decision-making process could not, he felt, be said to reside, in such circumstances 

with the local community. 

(5) In the absence of Councillor Cook, investigation and report into possible traffic 

congestion with respect to the building of a ‘Tescos’ outlet in Captain’s Road at the site 

of the former ‘Marmion’ pub was on-going and would be held over to the next following 

ordinary meeting of LDCC 

(6) Work was being carried out to clear the site at the corner of Burdiehouse Road and 

Captain’s Road on representation from Councillor Tom Buchanan and others   
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(7) No information was currently available on any future development of the old 

waterworks in Howdenhall Road, or the former Old People’s Home in Balmwell Terrace.  

It appeared that a similar situation applied to other ‘brown field’ sites. 

(8) Chris asked about the relevance of the Freedom of Information Act (FOI) to planning 

enquiries.  David suggested that where and when no information was available to the 

City Council, obviously, no information could be supplied! In any event, information was 

obtainable, when available, on the Council Internet Website. 

IX  Partnership Matters 

The current round of funding for local community projects was now in place and a meeting 

of the Allocation Panel would take place at 10 am on Wednesday the 27th of April 2011 at 

‘Libertus’  

X  Treasurer’s Report 

(1) The Net Balance, allowing for a membership payment to EVOC, was £2299.48 

(2) In the enforced absence of the Treasurer, owing to illness, no formal report was 

received. 

(3) Chris asked about the award of trophies to local schools.  David reminded him and the 

meeting that discussion had arisen a while ago about awarding trophies to deserving 

Clubs in the area. 

(4) It was thought desirable to reinstate this proposal , previously agreed to, as there 

appeared to be funds in the present account to cover the expenditure 

XI  Other Reports 

 The ‘Friends of St Katharine’s Park’ (FOSKAP) were holding their Annual General Meeting 

on Monday, the 9th of May 2011.  Venue:  Conference Room, Neighbourhood Offices, 45, 

Captain’s Road, Edinburgh, EH17 8QF  from 6 pm to 7.30 pm   It was hoped that as many 

members as possible might attend this meeting 

XII A.O.C.B. 

(1) It was agreed that the date of the Annual General Meeting of LDCC be held on the 23rd 

of May in the Kirk Halls, Kirkgate, Edinburgh. 

(1)John raised the subject of the state of the roads and asked who should be contacted in 

order to get action on the matter 

(2) David advised him to contact the Road Services Manager.  

(3) Chris agreed to supply contact details.  (ACTION Chris) 


